
Our recent sermon series on 
Lamentations drew my attention and 
heart again to the broken situation in 
Ukraine. It has been a year already. 
Anxiety, fear, and worry begins to swirl 
as I think about life in those spaces. War 
ravishes the land and the people. And 
this among Christian nations - a sign of 
darkness in our times. It is not the only 
place where such destruction occurs on 
our planet. Our eyes leak. Our hearts 

break. We yearn for peace. It must be possible. How long O lord must we go to war with our brothers 
and sisters?
 
Our yearning comes from the truth Scripture promises us. The Bible tells us how God created a rightly 
ordered world out of His triune love with His co-rulers, humans, at the center. However, humans broke 
that peace. Violence and war has followed us ever since. So also has God's love. God pursued the 
people called Israel despite their unfaithfulness and gave us Jesus. Jesus, our Prince of Peace, has 
restored a path to God and new creation (Rom 5:1). He has shown us a foretaste of God's coming 
kingdom through faith and forgiveness. Death and sin remain for now, but they are on borrowed time 
(1 Cor 15). In Revelation, we are given a future vision of the coming eternal peace when Heaven and 
Earth fully align after Christ's return. Praise be to the Lord our God for his redemptive love!
 
Our current world of conflict, cease fire, war, and treaties fall far short of this future reality. There 
remains something much better. The Biblical vision of peace, Shalom, is more than the absence of 
conflict.  Shalom speaks of completeness (Job 5:24), a rightly ordered reality where all components 
have place and purpose such as in Jeremiah 29:7, “And seek the peace of the city whither I have 
caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye 
have peace.” True peace comes from thoughts, things, actions and beliefs being rightly ordered upon 
God’s will. True peace means not just laying down arms, but also working for the good of the other. 
Come Holy Spirit and give us a fresh vision of your Shalom!
 
In the New Testament, this vision of Shalom (Isaiah 9:5-7) is instituted by Jesus (Col 1:19-20), worked 
out by his disciples (Rom 14:19), and completed with the new heaven and earth in Revelation. Jesus tells 
us, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God.”  A peacemaker does more than avoid conflict. 
The peacemaker, according to God’s will, sets right that which is 
out of alignment. It is a far cry from merely avoiding conflict or 
the false peace of false teachings, ‘Peace, peace,’ they say, 
when there is no peace.’ (Jer 6:14) Lord, bring your Shalom in 
our day!
 
We are called still today to bring the restoring work of Shalom 
(Ex 22:4) to our families, neighborhoods, and communities 
today. We are not alone in this work. Let us remember Jesus’ 
parting words to his disciples as he neared his own violent 
death, “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
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name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. Peace I leave with 
you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and 
do not be afraid.” (John 14:25-27)
 
As Winter melts into Spring this March, I pray you and your household finds, works for, and shares the 
deep and abiding Shalom of our good God.
 
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Joseph

Four Wonderful Songs About Peace
By Madeleine Demetriades

I am following along my habit of examining songs based on the Lamplighter’s monthly theme. This 
month, that theme is peace. I had not realized just how many peace-concerning songs were composed 
surrounded by heartache and trauma. The stories behind ‘It is Well With My Soul’ and ‘Let There Be 
Peace on Earth’ are especially tragic. I hope that you enjoy reading these as much as I enjoyed 
compiling and researching them.

1. It Is Well With My Soul (When Peace Like a 
River) by Horatio Spafford and Philip Bliss 
(1873): This hymn was written after a series of 
tragic events. Horatio Spafford was a 
successful lawyer and real estate investor in 
the Chicago area. He was happily married 
with five children. In 1870, Spafford’s four-year 
old son Horatio Jr. died of Scarlet Fever. 

The following year, Spafford lost everything 
due to the Great Chicago Fire. He sent his wife 
and daughters away on a vacation to 
England. The vessel ended up sinking in 12 
minutes, causing the daughters along with 
226 others to perish. This was the worst 
disaster in naval history until the sinking of the 
H.M.S. Titanic thirty-nine years later. 
Spafford’s wife survived, and immediately sent word to her husband. He immediately boarded a ship 
for England. Along his journey, the captain indicated the approximate location where the ship sank with 
his daughters. It was here that he was moved to write the words to this hymn.

2. I’ve Got Peace Like a River - African-American Spiritual (time/origin unknown): Unfortunately, as 
the case often is with spirituals, there is little historical background on this song. The lyrics are simple 
yet beautiful: “I’ve got peace like a river. I’ve got peace like a river in my soul. I’ve got joy like a 
fountain.dI’ve got joy like a fountain in my soul. I’ve got love like the ocean. I’ve got love like the ocean 

The telegram Spafford's wife sent after the shipwreck,
1873 (courtesy of the Library of Congress)
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in my soul.” It employs the use of water as a metaphor for peace, joy and love. It was most likely 
inspired by Isaiah 66:12: “For this is what the Lord says: “I will extend peace to her like a river, and the 
wealth of nations like a flooding stream; you will nurse and be carried on her arm and dandled on her 
knees” as well as Isaiah 48:18: “If only you had paid attention to my commands, your peace would have 
been like a river, your well-being like the waves of the sea.” This spiritual was actually largely 
inspired/created from another spiritual entitled “I Love Like a River.” The tune, theme and basic 
structure were directly lifted from this spiritual. Here are the lyrics: “I love like a river. I love like a river 
in my soul. It flows on forever, yes it flows on forever. It flows on forever in my soul. I love everybody, well 
I love everybody. I love everybody in my soul.” 

3. Let There Be Peace on Earth by Jill 
Jackson-Miller and Sy Miller (1955):
Husband-wife team Jill Jackson-Miller and 
Sy Miller penned this classic in 1955 for an 
international children’s choir based out of 
Long Beach, California.

It has won the George Washington Honor 
Medal by the Freedoms Foundation at Valley 
Forge for “Outstanding achievement in 
helping to bring about a better 
understanding of the American Way of Life.” 
It was also awarded a Brotherhood Award 
from the National Conference of Christians 
and Jews. The song actually originated from 
a place of sadness and trauma. 
Jackson-Miller had apparently experienced 
suicidal thoughts after a failed first marriage. 
She said that she wrote this song after 
discovering “the life-saving joy of God’s 
peace and unconditional love.”

4. Make Me a Channel of Your Peace by Sebastian Temple (1967): This song is one of my favorites. It 
is attributed to Saint Francis of Assisi, but this claim is sketchy, as the prayer appears nowhere in 
Assisi’s writings. The prayer became quite well known during WWI and WWII, as soldiers would pass 
the little pamphlet among the ranks to encourage fellow soldiers. Sebastian Temple was known as a 
“folk mass” composer in the Catholic Church. He was around right when the Vatican II permitted the 
use of languages other than Latin in worship (1964). Many other composers began to write in this 
folk/ballad style, offering refreshingly new musical expressions for worship.

Music related announcements/calendar items
July 2023 (date TBA): Summer Music Camp
Sunday, October 15th: Bicentennial Celebration Concert

Grace and peace,
Madeleine Demetriades

Sy Miller and Jill Jackson-Miller looking over sheet music 
with daughters Janet and Harley, 1955 (courtesy of 

LaBudde Special Collections, University of Missouri)
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Recently, the “lot” fell to my husband 
to choose the film for movie night and 
he chose Indiana Jones and the Last 
Crusade. Though I didn’t expect to 
enjoy it, I was pleasantly surprised. 
(Yes, the historical inaccuracies are 
plentiful, and the plot is completely 
absurd, but let’s be honest: it is hard to 

go wrong with a film starring both Harrison Ford and Sean Connery.) The scene that most caught my 
attention occurred near the end of the film [spoiler alert]: Indiana Jones must provide the name of God 
in order to avoid yet another deadly trap. He reasons that it is “Jehovah,” and I wondered, where would 
he get that idea? As it turns out, the answer is fascinating!F

As we learned last month, the oldest scrolls of the Torah and the books of the Old Testament contained 
only consonants, with no vowels. (In fact, in many synagogues today, public reading from the Torah is still 
done from a source with no vowels!) However, between the fifth and tenth centuries AD, groups of 
Jewish scribal-scholars called Masoretes took it upon themselves to add vowels and notes to the text 
permanently.

They sought not only to standardize the text for the worldwide Jewish community, but also to aid in 
grammar and pronunciation while reading aloud at local synagogues. [Fun fact here: in order to honor 
the sacredness of the text, the Masoretes made absolutely certain to insert their vowels around the 
consonantal text and made notes in the margin only, so as not to disturb the original text!] Their 
product, with consonants and vowels that scholars utilize today, is called the Masoretic Text (MT).

The MT instructed the Jewish community how the written text should be rendered and how the text 
should be spoken aloud. This system served almost like a pronunciation guide for the text, similar to 
those we find in dictionaries which not only contain the word 
itself, but also a transliteration which helps us to pronounce 
it aloud correctly. Usually, we would expect the word and 
the pronunciation to be the same, but it isn’t always the 
same! As we learned last month, YHWH, though written 
including its vowels, was too holy to be spoken aloud during 
the reading of the Torah, so the Masoretes added different 
vowels and wrote notes in the margin telling the reader to 
say Adonai, or Lord, instead. All is good, right? Well, sort of.

The thing is, when YHWH is combined with other words in 
the written Hebrew text, the vowels change due to the 
grammatical rules of the language. (Not to worry – we have 
the same types of changes in English! For example, we change 
the “Y” to “I” when the word “happy” becomes “happiness”). 
So, the Masoretes ended up with several versions of the 
word YHWH in the written text, with different vowels, and no 
one thought twice about it.

See the problem brewing? Though the Jewish community 
understood the nuances of this tradition and continued to 
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regard only the consonants Y.H.W.H. as the holy name 
of God, non-Jewish translators of the written text were 
not aware of these cultural dynamics. They translated 
the text as they saw it, including YHWH with the 
different vowel patterns! This resulted in names like 
YeHoVaH, YeHoViH, and YeHoWaH. Early translators, 
like William Tyndale, used all these variations in his 
English translation of the text, and we see YHWH 
rendered as YeHoVaH (with vowels added) in his 
famous translation of the Pentateuch in the 1520’s. 
(Note: “J” and “Y” are interchangeable here, as are 
“W” and “V” – if you are curious about the 
grammatical rules, please email me!)

Because later translators worked from the translated 
texts instead of the original MT, they continued to 
translate YHWH as YeHoVaH, as Tyndale and others had. One particular group of translators relied 
heavily upon Tyndale’s translation and produced the Authorized Version, or the King James Version 
(KJV) of the Bible.

Being utilized in such a popular translation of the text as the KJV, the word Jehovah has cemented its 
place in our religious language. Though many Jewish scholars understandably dismiss Jehovah as both 
a misspelling and mispronunciation of The Name by Christian theologians, this name of God has 
withstood the test of time. So, is Jehovah an accurate representation of YHWH? Not really. Is Jehovah 
a very common interpretation of YHWH? Yes. More importantly, does Indiana Jones live to fight 
another day??? No spoilers! Go check out the ending of Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade to find 
out!F

Over the next few months, we will dive into some names that are derived from the Jehovah variant of 
the Name of God as well as the stories that inspired them! Stay tuned!

Blessings upon blessings,
Pastor Ashley

Shalom Sessions
Join us on the March 21st at 12:05pm in the Fellowship Hall for a brown bag lunch as we discuss “Seeing, 
Knowing, and Loving our Neighbors”Bring your lunch, your bibles, and a listening ear. May God break 
our hearts for what breaks his in this season.

Prayer Walks
Prayer connects us daily to a loving God moving in our midst. In his 3 rules for Methodists, John Wesley 
calls us to both private and public prayer. On the first Monday of every month at noon, we will have a 
prayer walk through our neighborhood. We will divide into small groups at the entrance of the church 
and proceed in different directions. Along the way, we will pause to pick up trash and renew our streets 
and sidewalks. Contact Pastor Joseph with questions.
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Ukraine. It has been a year already. 
Anxiety, fear, and worry begins to swirl 
as I think about life in those spaces. War 
ravishes the land and the people. And 
this among Christian nations - a sign of 
darkness in our times. It is not the only 
place where such destruction occurs on 
our planet. Our eyes leak. Our hearts 

break. We yearn for peace. It must be possible. How long O lord must we go to war with our brothers 
and sisters?
 
Our yearning comes from the truth Scripture promises us. The Bible tells us how God created a rightly 
ordered world out of His triune love with His co-rulers, humans, at the center. However, humans broke 
that peace. Violence and war has followed us ever since. So also has God's love. God pursued the 
people called Israel despite their unfaithfulness and gave us Jesus. Jesus, our Prince of Peace, has 
restored a path to God and new creation (Rom 5:1). He has shown us a foretaste of God's coming 
kingdom through faith and forgiveness. Death and sin remain for now, but they are on borrowed time 
(1 Cor 15). In Revelation, we are given a future vision of the coming eternal peace when Heaven and 
Earth fully align after Christ's return. Praise be to the Lord our God for his redemptive love!
 
Our current world of conflict, cease fire, war, and treaties fall far short of this future reality. There 
remains something much better. The Biblical vision of peace, Shalom, is more than the absence of 
conflict.  Shalom speaks of completeness (Job 5:24), a rightly ordered reality where all components 
have place and purpose such as in Jeremiah 29:7, “And seek the peace of the city whither I have 
caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye 
have peace.” True peace comes from thoughts, things, actions and beliefs being rightly ordered upon 
God’s will. True peace means not just laying down arms, but also working for the good of the other. 
Come Holy Spirit and give us a fresh vision of your Shalom!
 
In the New Testament, this vision of Shalom (Isaiah 9:5-7) is instituted by Jesus (Col 1:19-20), worked 
out by his disciples (Rom 14:19), and completed with the new heaven and earth in Revelation. Jesus tells 
us, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God.”  A peacemaker does more than avoid conflict. 
The peacemaker, according to God’s will, sets right that which is 
out of alignment. It is a far cry from merely avoiding conflict or 
the false peace of false teachings, ‘Peace, peace,’ they say, 
when there is no peace.’ (Jer 6:14) Lord, bring your Shalom in 
our day!
 
We are called still today to bring the restoring work of Shalom 
(Ex 22:4) to our families, neighborhoods, and communities 
today. We are not alone in this work. Let us remember Jesus’ 
parting words to his disciples as he neared his own violent 
death, “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the 
Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 

Creative Hands
Creative Hands meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays 
from 9am thru lunch. UWF meets after Creative 
Hands on the 2nd Thursday of the month.

Endowment Committee
As we move forward enjoying all God has provided, 
we need to make sure we have our plans in place. Do 
we have a will that clearly states our desires? Do we 
have adequate insurance (automobile, homeowners, 

health and medical)? Are our investments in line with our current needs as well as future needs? With 
this being the time of year that IRA distributions are made, you may want to consider a transfer to our 
church, which would save you taxable income. If you have any concerns, a member of the Endowment 
Committee would be willing to meet with you to discuss. We plan to have an after church meeting and 
discussion in April.

Community Food Pantry Sunday!
Community Food Pantry Sunday is always the second Sunday of the month. The pantry needs our 
contributions of food and other necessities. We are currently in need of Non-perishable items, cereal, 
and instant mashed potatoes. Cash contributions may also be made using the envelopes in the pew 
racks. Simply mark them for “Food Pantry” and place in the offering plate.

Family Dinner Church
Calling all families of all kinds! Let’s get together… and eat, chat, laugh and worship our Mighty God. 
Join us on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 6:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring your 
own food- but also- bring your family! We will have a short devotion and prayer and then the rest of 
the time to eat and chat. Your children will be listening and eating with you. For more information 
please contact Maryann Smith at 765-576-0375.

Central Childcare Donations Needed
Central Childcare is in need of some items. If you 
would like to donate, please leave your donations in 
the church office during our normal business hours. 
We are in need of; Tissues, Plastic tote boxes (all 
sizes), Baby wipes, Construction Paper, Various 
craft/sensory supplies (glue (white or clear), baking 
soda, corn starch, empty water bottles, Empty 
Formula or Coffee cans, Empty Paper towel or toilet 
paper rolls, etc…), Plastic spoons, Small Child size 
blankets, Books for young children (Infant-4 years), 
Sponges, Mr Clean Magic Erasers, and Dish Soap. If 
you would like to give a monetary donation, it will be 
used to provide snacks for our classrooms. If you have 
any questions, please contact our Childcare Director, 
Kathy George at  765-962-8543. Thank you!
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Community Emergency Relief Room
Referrals to the Relief Room have been coming in rather frequently. Our supply of men’s shoes is getting 
low. Dress shoes are not needed but casual shoes, tennis shoes and shoe boots would be helpful. 
Kitchen items and small pieces of furniture are always needed. THANKS!

Lamplighter Devotionals and Testimonies
We are asking for devotionals and testimonies from the congregation to be shared in a future 
Lamplighter. If you feel led to share, please submit yours to Christin at christin@richmondcumc.com


