
Come, thou Long Expected Jesus
November has given us bare trees, howling winds, and bitter cold as Fall freezes into Winter. The lost 
foliage reveals an emptiness yearning to be filled. And though Spring’s green shoots are months away, 
in the church - a hope grows to fill the void:
 Come, thou long expected Jesus
 Born to set thy people free
 From our fears and sins release us
 Let us find our rest in thee
Advent marks the change of the church calendar and the body’s turn towards the return of our King. 
Jesus has come and will come again in glory. Jesus has come - I need not fear judgment nor wander 
blindly through this world. We are redeemed people of faith because of His coming, His actions. We are 
a people being renewed in perfect love because of His call – and we can rest in that. The season may be 
full of year end activity, but there is a deeper hope which abides in Jesus and his second coming:
 Israel's strength and consolation
 Hope of all the earth thou art
 Dear desire of every nation
 Joy of every longing heart
We gather this season with family and friends amidst fond memories and the yet unknown. Christ has 
come in answer to distant prophecies to give us space and reason to gather in expectation of a greater 
peace yet to come. May our lands, our hearts find such joy:
 Born thy people to deliver
 Born a child and yet a king
 Born to reign in us forever
 Now thy gracious kingdom bring
We pray it everyday in the Lord’s prayer, but we don’t often think of the implications of living under a 
King once came and yet to come, much less what a land daily governed by his good and perfect will 
would look like. Maybe this is why Christmas has such a special tug on our hearts. A gift, God became 
man (and a baby at that), Immanuel, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty King. A truth so pure we can gather 
around it year after year and it still has more to 
give us:
 By thine own eternal spirit
 Rule in all our hearts alone
 By thine own sufficient merit
 Raise us to thy glorious throne
Dear Central, we long together this Advent 
season for a day when our infant King, wandering 
Rabbi, crucified servant, resurrected savior, 
Jesus will come again in the fullness of God’s 
glory. Let the already of Christ’s first coming fill us 
with wisdom to be in every day as we await the 
not yet of His second coming. May this season of 
expectation be one filled with fond memory, 
anchored hope, joyous fellowship, and Jesus. 

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Joseph

Our Emmanuel
In Luke 24, our risen Lord appeared to two grieving men traveling on the road to Emmaus. Coming 
alongside them, Jesus inquired as to their conversation. Their sorrow overflowing, they confessed all 
the hurt, confusion, and pain they were feeling to this stranger regarding “the things that have 
happened there in these days,” namely, the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. In this place of honesty 
and vulnerability, our Lord spoke life and comfort to these men by explaining the truth revealed in the 
Scriptures. Upon arriving at their destination, the men offered the stranger hospitality, urging him 
strongly to stay with them, and the fellowship continued. Finally, after they had all sat down to break 
bread together, their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus Himself in their midst. 

What a wonderful passage for this time of year which is filled with family, friends, and fellowship! Three 
very important aspects of living in true community with one another are modeled for us in this story: 
vulnerability, hospitality, and revelation. The two men were vulnerable by sharing, and not hiding, their 
feelings, and in that honest space, Jesus met them and brought light to their darkness. The hearts of the 
men burned within them as they all walked on the road together, discussing the mysteries of the 
Scriptures, and they honored this stranger by inviting him into their home, offering him hospitality and 
rest. Finally, after they had opened their hearts and their home to this fellow traveler, their eyes were 
opened to the joyous revelation of Jesus the Christ living and dwelling among them. Praise be to God! 

      Amid the hustle and bustle of this holiday season, let us intentionally open our hearts and our homes 
to others so that godly fellowship may enrich us all. Let us enjoy one another and have deep and 
meaningful conversations about our Coming Savior and our Emmanuel. In these sacred spaces, may 
the Lord Jesus be revealed to us, that we may worship Him together, in spirit and in truth

Pastor Ashley Flores

. 

The Good, The Bad and the Ugly:
Nine of the Most Notorious Christmas songs

Christmas music! It ushers in the new season, filling our heads with visions of sugar plums, Santa Claus 
and the birth of baby Jesus. Music can be a source of comfort as we wrap gifts and prepare sumptuous 
feasts for the family. I created this list basing the “good” category on three elements: interesting words, 
memorable subject matter and catchy melody. The “bad” category encompasses songs which are 
repetitive, dull and/or musically sparse. Finally, the “ugly” category contains music which is 
irredeemable. It is so awful, you run out of your home every time these come on the radio. I have 
chosen these carefully, with the spirit of silliness in mind. 99% of this article is meant to be humorous 
satire. Without further ado, here is my list of the best, worst and shockingly bad Christmas songs!

The Good:
It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year by Andy 
Williams
Optimism! Mirthful shopping experiences! This song 
never fails to bring a smile to my face. It brings to mind 
delightful shopping trips with my sister, mother and 
aunts during Christmastime. We would visit malls, 
department stores and grocery stores. The time 
together is what mattered most. 

Happy Holiday/The Holiday Season by Andy Williams
This is the one that goes: “Happy holiday (then, in echo: 
Happy holiday!)/Happy holiday (happy holiday)/While 
the merry bells keep ringing/happy holiday to you!”
I really enjoy the echo effect, as well as the song’s great 
exuberance and enthusiasm for the season. Fun fact: 
this song is often featured in back-to-school 
advertisements for Staples.

Little Saint Nick by The Beach Boys
I first heard this happy song in 1999, when I was five years old. I recall asking my parents for clarification 
on the following lyrics: “Just a little bobsled we call the old Saint Nick/But she'll walk a toboggan with a 
four speed stick/She's candy apple red with a ski for a wheel/And when Santa hits the gas, man, just 
watch her peel.” My questions were: “What is a four speed stick?” and “How do you walk a toboggan 
with said four speed stick?” Despite all of the confusing car-related jargon, this song still holds up as a 
lively seasonal classic.

Somewhere In My Memory from Home Alone by John Williams
This song is from the soundtrack of the iconic “Home Alone” movie franchise, and was nominated for 
an Academy Award for Best Original Song. I enjoyed watching “Home Alone” specifically for this song. 
I enjoy both the choral and instrumental versions. Check out the deeply poignant lyrics: “Somewhere in 
my memory/Christmas joys all around me/Living in my memory/all of the music, all of the magic/All of 
the family, home here with me.” I enjoy it because it emphasizes Kevin’s desire to be with his family. It 
is what he wants the most.

The Bad:
The Twelve Days of Christmas; authorship unknown
This song is highly repetitive and overly long. It was first seen in the 
English children’s book, Mirth Without Mischief (1780). Early 
sources suggest that it originally was a “memory-and-forfeits” 
game, in which people are required to repeat a verse recited by a 
leader. Verses get added each time, and eventually someone 
needs to repeat all twelve verses. Players who make an error are 
required to pay a penalty in the form of a kiss or piece of candy. 

The Little Drummer Boy by Katherine Davis
This song lovingly recounts the story of the summoning of the Magi 
to the newly born baby Jesus. However, the song contains no less 

than twenty-one “Pa rum pa pum pum’s.” That is simply too 
many. I think people were tricked into liking this one due to Bing 
Crosby’s charming, crooning rendition. 
 
The Ugly:
Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer by Randy Brooks
This 1979 novelty song revolves around an inebriated grandmother 
getting attacked by wildlife on Christmas Eve. I feel this song is 
disrespectful to the elderly, and to all of us who have ears.

I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus by Jimmy Boyd
Another novelty song! This 1952 song was recorded by Jimmy 

Boyd when he was only 13 years old, and quickly reached no. 1 on the Billboard pop singles chart. The 
song’s plot revolves around a boy mistakenly believing that his mother is cheating on his father with 
Santa Claus. This song was actually condemned by the Roman Catholic Church in Boston due to its 
subject matter. I just feel it is overly silly and paints the young boy as a fool, unable to recognize his 
father when he dons a costume.

Musical Announcements
No choir rehearsals the week of 12/25. Merry Christmas!

Chair Time in the New Year
Advent is a time of remembering and expectation. We as a faith community bring this memory and 
expectant hope to life every time we read Scripture together. This memory and hope are available daily 
in our set apart time to read the Bible. This is one of the ordinances of God Wesley has called the people 
called Methodists to – reading scripture both publicly and privately. A means of grace to bless us in the 
midst of uncertain times.
 
Borrowing from some saints in the past, I want to challenge all of us in 2023 to set aside 10-15 minutes 
a day to be present to God and His word. Find a chair (or whatever), bring a Bible (maybe a journal), 
read and listen. Maybe you read a whole book. Maybe you read one verse over the 
course of a week. Listen and go where God leads. The purpose is to prioritize this 
time in your calendar and cultivate a discipline of prayer and presence to God and 
His Word. 

For those needing a daily challenge, I invite you to read the whole Bible in 2023. We 
will be walking through the Bible Project’s, ‘One Story that Leads to Jesus’ study. 
This can be found online, in the YouVersion Bible App, or a paper copy can be 
picked up in the office. This plan journeys from Genesis – Revelation 
while reading 1 Psalm per day. For those who can make it, we will be 
discussing the weekly readings at our Fireside Chats every Monday at 
1:30pm.

So please join us for Chair Time in 2023. I am excited to see where God 
leads us all through our reading, reflections, and revelation in the next 12 
months.

Thank You
Thanks to all of Central's congregation for all of your thoughts, prayers, concerns and support for me 
after my accident. Thank you all who contributed for the monetary donations to cover the balance of a 
new scooter and helmet. It's an honor and a blessing to be able to be a part of Central's staff serving 
God and all of you. I'm beyond blessed . May God continue to bless you all. 
Greg Scott 

Altar Guild
Would you like to be part of the ALTAR GUILD here at Central? Each member of the guild takes one 
month during the year to come in once weekly to refill the altar candles and refill pew pockets. Contact 
Ann Cashner at 765-994-1979 or 962-8458 if you would like to help. We need help during the following 
months in 2023--: February, March July, August, and October. 

All Church Christmas Luncheon
Mark your calendar for the United Women In Faith’s annual all church Christmas Luncheon, after 
church, on Sunday, Dec. 4. Food will be provided by members of UWF as our gift to you!

Red Cross Blood Drive
We are getting closer to our blood drive to support the American Red Cross in their effort to address 
the critical blood shortage which exists. We still have twenty-six time slots to fill, so we are looking for 
past CUMC donors, as well as new donors, to get registered in order to make this a successful blood 
drive. Go to redcrossblood.org and enter code CUMCRICH in the box that says find a blood drive. 
Appointment times available 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 6, 2022. Drive will be held in 
the multipurpose room. Questions? Contact Dana Mollenkopf at papamole@comcast.net or at 
765-277-0287.

Central Childcare needs you!
Like many organizations in our community, Central Childcare is hiring! We are 
looking for full and part-time employees to join our team. Starting pay is 
$10.50/hr. To apply, please contact Kathy George at 765-962-8543 or 
cumcchildcare@richmondcumc.com. We are also accepting volunteers! 
Volunteers are able to set their own schedules or be “on-call” as needs 
arise. To volunteer, contact Kathy George to set-up 
your fingerprinting background check and TB 
test. There is also some state-issued 
training that needs to be done before 
starting but all training can be 
done at Central and on your 
schedule. We look forward to 
working with you!

Longest Night Service - December 21st at 6:00pm
When we look at one another, many of us expect to see a smile on another person's face and a twinkle 
in their eye. However, for many, Christmas can feel more like a season of great darkness and shadows. 
The longest and for many most difficult night of the year is December 21st. The Longest Night Service 
(sometimes referenced as Blue Christmas) will offer us a way to claim those feelings and still feel 
surrounded by the compassionate love of God.

Shalom Sessions
Join us on the 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 12:05pm in the Fellowship Hall for a brown bag lunch as we 
discuss poverty and homelessness. The King of the Universe had no place to lay his head. How do we 
love our neighbors who find themselves in the same state?. Bring your lunch, your bibles, and a listening 
ear. May God break our hearts for what breaks his in this season.

Prayer Walks
Prayer connects us daily to a loving God moving in our midst. In his 3 rules for Methodists, John Wesley 
calls us to both private and public prayer. On the first Monday of every month at noon, we will have a 
prayer walk through our neighborhood. We will divide into small groups at the entrance of the church 
and proceed in different directions. Along the way, we will pause to pick up trash and renew our streets 
and sidewalks. Contact Pastor Joseph with questions.

Lamplighter Devotionals and Testimonies
We are asking for devotionals and testimonies from the congregation to be shared in a future 
Lamplighter. If you feel led to share, please submit yours to Christin at christin@richmondcumc.com

Thank You!
Your generosity allowed us to donate $608 to the Laundry Project. The Trustee Office was ecstatic as 
more and more families are in need of this project. Thank you, The Intermediate Sunday School Class 
Courtney, Caiden, Will, Ian, Caleb, Lily, Gabe and Sam

The TRIBE had a blast on their hayride 
a few weeks ago! Do you know 
someone interested in join TRIBE? We 
meet every Sunday at 5pm in the 
TRIBE room upstairs! For more 
information contact Michael 
Richmond or Pastor Joseph.  
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 Raise us to thy glorious throne
Dear Central, we long together this Advent 
season for a day when our infant King, wandering 
Rabbi, crucified servant, resurrected savior, 
Jesus will come again in the fullness of God’s 
glory. Let the already of Christ’s first coming fill us 
with wisdom to be in every day as we await the 
not yet of His second coming. May this season of 
expectation be one filled with fond memory, 
anchored hope, joyous fellowship, and Jesus. 

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Joseph

Our Emmanuel
In Luke 24, our risen Lord appeared to two grieving men traveling on the road to Emmaus. Coming 
alongside them, Jesus inquired as to their conversation. Their sorrow overflowing, they confessed all 
the hurt, confusion, and pain they were feeling to this stranger regarding “the things that have 
happened there in these days,” namely, the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. In this place of honesty 
and vulnerability, our Lord spoke life and comfort to these men by explaining the truth revealed in the 
Scriptures. Upon arriving at their destination, the men offered the stranger hospitality, urging him 
strongly to stay with them, and the fellowship continued. Finally, after they had all sat down to break 
bread together, their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus Himself in their midst. 

What a wonderful passage for this time of year which is filled with family, friends, and fellowship! Three 
very important aspects of living in true community with one another are modeled for us in this story: 
vulnerability, hospitality, and revelation. The two men were vulnerable by sharing, and not hiding, their 
feelings, and in that honest space, Jesus met them and brought light to their darkness. The hearts of the 
men burned within them as they all walked on the road together, discussing the mysteries of the 
Scriptures, and they honored this stranger by inviting him into their home, offering him hospitality and 
rest. Finally, after they had opened their hearts and their home to this fellow traveler, their eyes were 
opened to the joyous revelation of Jesus the Christ living and dwelling among them. Praise be to God! 

      Amid the hustle and bustle of this holiday season, let us intentionally open our hearts and our homes 
to others so that godly fellowship may enrich us all. Let us enjoy one another and have deep and 
meaningful conversations about our Coming Savior and our Emmanuel. In these sacred spaces, may 
the Lord Jesus be revealed to us, that we may worship Him together, in spirit and in truth

Pastor Ashley Flores

. 

The Good, The Bad and the Ugly:
Nine of the Most Notorious Christmas songs

Christmas music! It ushers in the new season, filling our heads with visions of sugar plums, Santa Claus 
and the birth of baby Jesus. Music can be a source of comfort as we wrap gifts and prepare sumptuous 
feasts for the family. I created this list basing the “good” category on three elements: interesting words, 
memorable subject matter and catchy melody. The “bad” category encompasses songs which are 
repetitive, dull and/or musically sparse. Finally, the “ugly” category contains music which is 
irredeemable. It is so awful, you run out of your home every time these come on the radio. I have 
chosen these carefully, with the spirit of silliness in mind. 99% of this article is meant to be humorous 
satire. Without further ado, here is my list of the best, worst and shockingly bad Christmas songs!

The Good:
It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year by Andy 
Williams
Optimism! Mirthful shopping experiences! This song 
never fails to bring a smile to my face. It brings to mind 
delightful shopping trips with my sister, mother and 
aunts during Christmastime. We would visit malls, 
department stores and grocery stores. The time 
together is what mattered most. 

Happy Holiday/The Holiday Season by Andy Williams
This is the one that goes: “Happy holiday (then, in echo: 
Happy holiday!)/Happy holiday (happy holiday)/While 
the merry bells keep ringing/happy holiday to you!”
I really enjoy the echo effect, as well as the song’s great 
exuberance and enthusiasm for the season. Fun fact: 
this song is often featured in back-to-school 
advertisements for Staples.

Little Saint Nick by The Beach Boys
I first heard this happy song in 1999, when I was five years old. I recall asking my parents for clarification 
on the following lyrics: “Just a little bobsled we call the old Saint Nick/But she'll walk a toboggan with a 
four speed stick/She's candy apple red with a ski for a wheel/And when Santa hits the gas, man, just 
watch her peel.” My questions were: “What is a four speed stick?” and “How do you walk a toboggan 
with said four speed stick?” Despite all of the confusing car-related jargon, this song still holds up as a 
lively seasonal classic.

Somewhere In My Memory from Home Alone by John Williams
This song is from the soundtrack of the iconic “Home Alone” movie franchise, and was nominated for 
an Academy Award for Best Original Song. I enjoyed watching “Home Alone” specifically for this song. 
I enjoy both the choral and instrumental versions. Check out the deeply poignant lyrics: “Somewhere in 
my memory/Christmas joys all around me/Living in my memory/all of the music, all of the magic/All of 
the family, home here with me.” I enjoy it because it emphasizes Kevin’s desire to be with his family. It 
is what he wants the most.

The Bad:
The Twelve Days of Christmas; authorship unknown
This song is highly repetitive and overly long. It was first seen in the 
English children’s book, Mirth Without Mischief (1780). Early 
sources suggest that it originally was a “memory-and-forfeits” 
game, in which people are required to repeat a verse recited by a 
leader. Verses get added each time, and eventually someone 
needs to repeat all twelve verses. Players who make an error are 
required to pay a penalty in the form of a kiss or piece of candy. 

The Little Drummer Boy by Katherine Davis
This song lovingly recounts the story of the summoning of the Magi 
to the newly born baby Jesus. However, the song contains no less 

than twenty-one “Pa rum pa pum pum’s.” That is simply too 
many. I think people were tricked into liking this one due to Bing 
Crosby’s charming, crooning rendition. 
 
The Ugly:
Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer by Randy Brooks
This 1979 novelty song revolves around an inebriated grandmother 
getting attacked by wildlife on Christmas Eve. I feel this song is 
disrespectful to the elderly, and to all of us who have ears.

I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus by Jimmy Boyd
Another novelty song! This 1952 song was recorded by Jimmy 

Boyd when he was only 13 years old, and quickly reached no. 1 on the Billboard pop singles chart. The 
song’s plot revolves around a boy mistakenly believing that his mother is cheating on his father with 
Santa Claus. This song was actually condemned by the Roman Catholic Church in Boston due to its 
subject matter. I just feel it is overly silly and paints the young boy as a fool, unable to recognize his 
father when he dons a costume.

Musical Announcements
No choir rehearsals the week of 12/25. Merry Christmas!

Chair Time in the New Year
Advent is a time of remembering and expectation. We as a faith community bring this memory and 
expectant hope to life every time we read Scripture together. This memory and hope are available daily 
in our set apart time to read the Bible. This is one of the ordinances of God Wesley has called the people 
called Methodists to – reading scripture both publicly and privately. A means of grace to bless us in the 
midst of uncertain times.
 
Borrowing from some saints in the past, I want to challenge all of us in 2023 to set aside 10-15 minutes 
a day to be present to God and His word. Find a chair (or whatever), bring a Bible (maybe a journal), 
read and listen. Maybe you read a whole book. Maybe you read one verse over the 
course of a week. Listen and go where God leads. The purpose is to prioritize this 
time in your calendar and cultivate a discipline of prayer and presence to God and 
His Word. 

For those needing a daily challenge, I invite you to read the whole Bible in 2023. We 
will be walking through the Bible Project’s, ‘One Story that Leads to Jesus’ study. 
This can be found online, in the YouVersion Bible App, or a paper copy can be 
picked up in the office. This plan journeys from Genesis – Revelation 
while reading 1 Psalm per day. For those who can make it, we will be 
discussing the weekly readings at our Fireside Chats every Monday at 
1:30pm.

So please join us for Chair Time in 2023. I am excited to see where God 
leads us all through our reading, reflections, and revelation in the next 12 
months.

Thank You
Thanks to all of Central's congregation for all of your thoughts, prayers, concerns and support for me 
after my accident. Thank you all who contributed for the monetary donations to cover the balance of a 
new scooter and helmet. It's an honor and a blessing to be able to be a part of Central's staff serving 
God and all of you. I'm beyond blessed . May God continue to bless you all. 
Greg Scott 

Altar Guild
Would you like to be part of the ALTAR GUILD here at Central? Each member of the guild takes one 
month during the year to come in once weekly to refill the altar candles and refill pew pockets. Contact 
Ann Cashner at 765-994-1979 or 962-8458 if you would like to help. We need help during the following 
months in 2023--: February, March July, August, and October. 

All Church Christmas Luncheon
Mark your calendar for the United Women In Faith’s annual all church Christmas Luncheon, after 
church, on Sunday, Dec. 4. Food will be provided by members of UWF as our gift to you!

Red Cross Blood Drive
We are getting closer to our blood drive to support the American Red Cross in their effort to address 
the critical blood shortage which exists. We still have twenty-six time slots to fill, so we are looking for 
past CUMC donors, as well as new donors, to get registered in order to make this a successful blood 
drive. Go to redcrossblood.org and enter code CUMCRICH in the box that says find a blood drive. 
Appointment times available 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 6, 2022. Drive will be held in 
the multipurpose room. Questions? Contact Dana Mollenkopf at papamole@comcast.net or at 
765-277-0287.

Central Childcare needs you!
Like many organizations in our community, Central Childcare is hiring! We are 
looking for full and part-time employees to join our team. Starting pay is 
$10.50/hr. To apply, please contact Kathy George at 765-962-8543 or 
cumcchildcare@richmondcumc.com. We are also accepting volunteers! 
Volunteers are able to set their own schedules or be “on-call” as needs 
arise. To volunteer, contact Kathy George to set-up 
your fingerprinting background check and TB 
test. There is also some state-issued 
training that needs to be done before 
starting but all training can be 
done at Central and on your 
schedule. We look forward to 
working with you!

Longest Night Service - December 21st at 6:00pm
When we look at one another, many of us expect to see a smile on another person's face and a twinkle 
in their eye. However, for many, Christmas can feel more like a season of great darkness and shadows. 
The longest and for many most difficult night of the year is December 21st. The Longest Night Service 
(sometimes referenced as Blue Christmas) will offer us a way to claim those feelings and still feel 
surrounded by the compassionate love of God.

Shalom Sessions
Join us on the 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 12:05pm in the Fellowship Hall for a brown bag lunch as we 
discuss poverty and homelessness. The King of the Universe had no place to lay his head. How do we 
love our neighbors who find themselves in the same state?. Bring your lunch, your bibles, and a listening 
ear. May God break our hearts for what breaks his in this season.

Prayer Walks
Prayer connects us daily to a loving God moving in our midst. In his 3 rules for Methodists, John Wesley 
calls us to both private and public prayer. On the first Monday of every month at noon, we will have a 
prayer walk through our neighborhood. We will divide into small groups at the entrance of the church 
and proceed in different directions. Along the way, we will pause to pick up trash and renew our streets 
and sidewalks. Contact Pastor Joseph with questions.

Lamplighter Devotionals and Testimonies
We are asking for devotionals and testimonies from the congregation to be shared in a future 
Lamplighter. If you feel led to share, please submit yours to Christin at christin@richmondcumc.com

Thank You!
Your generosity allowed us to donate $608 to the Laundry Project. The Trustee Office was ecstatic as 
more and more families are in need of this project. Thank you, The Intermediate Sunday School Class 
Courtney, Caiden, Will, Ian, Caleb, Lily, Gabe and Sam

The TRIBE had a blast on their hayride 
a few weeks ago! Do you know 
someone interested in join TRIBE? We 
meet every Sunday at 5pm in the 
TRIBE room upstairs! For more 
information contact Michael 
Richmond or Pastor Joseph.  



Come, thou Long Expected Jesus
November has given us bare trees, howling winds, and bitter cold as Fall freezes into Winter. The lost 
foliage reveals an emptiness yearning to be filled. And though Spring’s green shoots are months away, 
in the church - a hope grows to fill the void:
 Come, thou long expected Jesus
 Born to set thy people free
 From our fears and sins release us
 Let us find our rest in thee
Advent marks the change of the church calendar and the body’s turn towards the return of our King. 
Jesus has come and will come again in glory. Jesus has come - I need not fear judgment nor wander 
blindly through this world. We are redeemed people of faith because of His coming, His actions. We are 
a people being renewed in perfect love because of His call – and we can rest in that. The season may be 
full of year end activity, but there is a deeper hope which abides in Jesus and his second coming:
 Israel's strength and consolation
 Hope of all the earth thou art
 Dear desire of every nation
 Joy of every longing heart
We gather this season with family and friends amidst fond memories and the yet unknown. Christ has 
come in answer to distant prophecies to give us space and reason to gather in expectation of a greater 
peace yet to come. May our lands, our hearts find such joy:
 Born thy people to deliver
 Born a child and yet a king
 Born to reign in us forever
 Now thy gracious kingdom bring
We pray it everyday in the Lord’s prayer, but we don’t often think of the implications of living under a 
King once came and yet to come, much less what a land daily governed by his good and perfect will 
would look like. Maybe this is why Christmas has such a special tug on our hearts. A gift, God became 
man (and a baby at that), Immanuel, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty King. A truth so pure we can gather 
around it year after year and it still has more to 
give us:
 By thine own eternal spirit
 Rule in all our hearts alone
 By thine own sufficient merit
 Raise us to thy glorious throne
Dear Central, we long together this Advent 
season for a day when our infant King, wandering 
Rabbi, crucified servant, resurrected savior, 
Jesus will come again in the fullness of God’s 
glory. Let the already of Christ’s first coming fill us 
with wisdom to be in every day as we await the 
not yet of His second coming. May this season of 
expectation be one filled with fond memory, 
anchored hope, joyous fellowship, and Jesus. 

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Joseph

Our Emmanuel
In Luke 24, our risen Lord appeared to two grieving men traveling on the road to Emmaus. Coming 
alongside them, Jesus inquired as to their conversation. Their sorrow overflowing, they confessed all 
the hurt, confusion, and pain they were feeling to this stranger regarding “the things that have 
happened there in these days,” namely, the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. In this place of honesty 
and vulnerability, our Lord spoke life and comfort to these men by explaining the truth revealed in the 
Scriptures. Upon arriving at their destination, the men offered the stranger hospitality, urging him 
strongly to stay with them, and the fellowship continued. Finally, after they had all sat down to break 
bread together, their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus Himself in their midst. 

What a wonderful passage for this time of year which is filled with family, friends, and fellowship! Three 
very important aspects of living in true community with one another are modeled for us in this story: 
vulnerability, hospitality, and revelation. The two men were vulnerable by sharing, and not hiding, their 
feelings, and in that honest space, Jesus met them and brought light to their darkness. The hearts of the 
men burned within them as they all walked on the road together, discussing the mysteries of the 
Scriptures, and they honored this stranger by inviting him into their home, offering him hospitality and 
rest. Finally, after they had opened their hearts and their home to this fellow traveler, their eyes were 
opened to the joyous revelation of Jesus the Christ living and dwelling among them. Praise be to God! 

      Amid the hustle and bustle of this holiday season, let us intentionally open our hearts and our homes 
to others so that godly fellowship may enrich us all. Let us enjoy one another and have deep and 
meaningful conversations about our Coming Savior and our Emmanuel. In these sacred spaces, may 
the Lord Jesus be revealed to us, that we may worship Him together, in spirit and in truth

Pastor Ashley Flores

. 

The Good, The Bad and the Ugly:
Nine of the Most Notorious Christmas songs

Christmas music! It ushers in the new season, filling our heads with visions of sugar plums, Santa Claus 
and the birth of baby Jesus. Music can be a source of comfort as we wrap gifts and prepare sumptuous 
feasts for the family. I created this list basing the “good” category on three elements: interesting words, 
memorable subject matter and catchy melody. The “bad” category encompasses songs which are 
repetitive, dull and/or musically sparse. Finally, the “ugly” category contains music which is 
irredeemable. It is so awful, you run out of your home every time these come on the radio. I have 
chosen these carefully, with the spirit of silliness in mind. 99% of this article is meant to be humorous 
satire. Without further ado, here is my list of the best, worst and shockingly bad Christmas songs!

The Good:
It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year by Andy 
Williams
Optimism! Mirthful shopping experiences! This song 
never fails to bring a smile to my face. It brings to mind 
delightful shopping trips with my sister, mother and 
aunts during Christmastime. We would visit malls, 
department stores and grocery stores. The time 
together is what mattered most. 

Happy Holiday/The Holiday Season by Andy Williams
This is the one that goes: “Happy holiday (then, in echo: 
Happy holiday!)/Happy holiday (happy holiday)/While 
the merry bells keep ringing/happy holiday to you!”
I really enjoy the echo effect, as well as the song’s great 
exuberance and enthusiasm for the season. Fun fact: 
this song is often featured in back-to-school 
advertisements for Staples.

Little Saint Nick by The Beach Boys
I first heard this happy song in 1999, when I was five years old. I recall asking my parents for clarification 
on the following lyrics: “Just a little bobsled we call the old Saint Nick/But she'll walk a toboggan with a 
four speed stick/She's candy apple red with a ski for a wheel/And when Santa hits the gas, man, just 
watch her peel.” My questions were: “What is a four speed stick?” and “How do you walk a toboggan 
with said four speed stick?” Despite all of the confusing car-related jargon, this song still holds up as a 
lively seasonal classic.

Somewhere In My Memory from Home Alone by John Williams
This song is from the soundtrack of the iconic “Home Alone” movie franchise, and was nominated for 
an Academy Award for Best Original Song. I enjoyed watching “Home Alone” specifically for this song. 
I enjoy both the choral and instrumental versions. Check out the deeply poignant lyrics: “Somewhere in 
my memory/Christmas joys all around me/Living in my memory/all of the music, all of the magic/All of 
the family, home here with me.” I enjoy it because it emphasizes Kevin’s desire to be with his family. It 
is what he wants the most.

The Bad:
The Twelve Days of Christmas; authorship unknown
This song is highly repetitive and overly long. It was first seen in the 
English children’s book, Mirth Without Mischief (1780). Early 
sources suggest that it originally was a “memory-and-forfeits” 
game, in which people are required to repeat a verse recited by a 
leader. Verses get added each time, and eventually someone 
needs to repeat all twelve verses. Players who make an error are 
required to pay a penalty in the form of a kiss or piece of candy. 

The Little Drummer Boy by Katherine Davis
This song lovingly recounts the story of the summoning of the Magi 
to the newly born baby Jesus. However, the song contains no less 

than twenty-one “Pa rum pa pum pum’s.” That is simply too 
many. I think people were tricked into liking this one due to Bing 
Crosby’s charming, crooning rendition. 
 
The Ugly:
Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer by Randy Brooks
This 1979 novelty song revolves around an inebriated grandmother 
getting attacked by wildlife on Christmas Eve. I feel this song is 
disrespectful to the elderly, and to all of us who have ears.

I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus by Jimmy Boyd
Another novelty song! This 1952 song was recorded by Jimmy 

Boyd when he was only 13 years old, and quickly reached no. 1 on the Billboard pop singles chart. The 
song’s plot revolves around a boy mistakenly believing that his mother is cheating on his father with 
Santa Claus. This song was actually condemned by the Roman Catholic Church in Boston due to its 
subject matter. I just feel it is overly silly and paints the young boy as a fool, unable to recognize his 
father when he dons a costume.

Musical Announcements
No choir rehearsals the week of 12/25. Merry Christmas!

Chair Time in the New Year
Advent is a time of remembering and expectation. We as a faith community bring this memory and 
expectant hope to life every time we read Scripture together. This memory and hope are available daily 
in our set apart time to read the Bible. This is one of the ordinances of God Wesley has called the people 
called Methodists to – reading scripture both publicly and privately. A means of grace to bless us in the 
midst of uncertain times.
 
Borrowing from some saints in the past, I want to challenge all of us in 2023 to set aside 10-15 minutes 
a day to be present to God and His word. Find a chair (or whatever), bring a Bible (maybe a journal), 
read and listen. Maybe you read a whole book. Maybe you read one verse over the 
course of a week. Listen and go where God leads. The purpose is to prioritize this 
time in your calendar and cultivate a discipline of prayer and presence to God and 
His Word. 

For those needing a daily challenge, I invite you to read the whole Bible in 2023. We 
will be walking through the Bible Project’s, ‘One Story that Leads to Jesus’ study. 
This can be found online, in the YouVersion Bible App, or a paper copy can be 
picked up in the office. This plan journeys from Genesis – Revelation 
while reading 1 Psalm per day. For those who can make it, we will be 
discussing the weekly readings at our Fireside Chats every Monday at 
1:30pm.

So please join us for Chair Time in 2023. I am excited to see where God 
leads us all through our reading, reflections, and revelation in the next 12 
months.

Thank You
Thanks to all of Central's congregation for all of your thoughts, prayers, concerns and support for me 
after my accident. Thank you all who contributed for the monetary donations to cover the balance of a 
new scooter and helmet. It's an honor and a blessing to be able to be a part of Central's staff serving 
God and all of you. I'm beyond blessed . May God continue to bless you all. 
Greg Scott 

Altar Guild
Would you like to be part of the ALTAR GUILD here at Central? Each member of the guild takes one 
month during the year to come in once weekly to refill the altar candles and refill pew pockets. Contact 
Ann Cashner at 765-994-1979 or 962-8458 if you would like to help. We need help during the following 
months in 2023--: February, March July, August, and October. 

All Church Christmas Luncheon
Mark your calendar for the United Women In Faith’s annual all church Christmas Luncheon, after 
church, on Sunday, Dec. 4. Food will be provided by members of UWF as our gift to you!

Red Cross Blood Drive
We are getting closer to our blood drive to support the American Red Cross in their effort to address 
the critical blood shortage which exists. We still have twenty-six time slots to fill, so we are looking for 
past CUMC donors, as well as new donors, to get registered in order to make this a successful blood 
drive. Go to redcrossblood.org and enter code CUMCRICH in the box that says find a blood drive. 
Appointment times available 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 6, 2022. Drive will be held in 
the multipurpose room. Questions? Contact Dana Mollenkopf at papamole@comcast.net or at 
765-277-0287.

Central Childcare needs you!
Like many organizations in our community, Central Childcare is hiring! We are 
looking for full and part-time employees to join our team. Starting pay is 
$10.50/hr. To apply, please contact Kathy George at 765-962-8543 or 
cumcchildcare@richmondcumc.com. We are also accepting volunteers! 
Volunteers are able to set their own schedules or be “on-call” as needs 
arise. To volunteer, contact Kathy George to set-up 
your fingerprinting background check and TB 
test. There is also some state-issued 
training that needs to be done before 
starting but all training can be 
done at Central and on your 
schedule. We look forward to 
working with you!

Longest Night Service - December 21st at 6:00pm
When we look at one another, many of us expect to see a smile on another person's face and a twinkle 
in their eye. However, for many, Christmas can feel more like a season of great darkness and shadows. 
The longest and for many most difficult night of the year is December 21st. The Longest Night Service 
(sometimes referenced as Blue Christmas) will offer us a way to claim those feelings and still feel 
surrounded by the compassionate love of God.

Shalom Sessions
Join us on the 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 12:05pm in the Fellowship Hall for a brown bag lunch as we 
discuss poverty and homelessness. The King of the Universe had no place to lay his head. How do we 
love our neighbors who find themselves in the same state?. Bring your lunch, your bibles, and a listening 
ear. May God break our hearts for what breaks his in this season.

Prayer Walks
Prayer connects us daily to a loving God moving in our midst. In his 3 rules for Methodists, John Wesley 
calls us to both private and public prayer. On the first Monday of every month at noon, we will have a 
prayer walk through our neighborhood. We will divide into small groups at the entrance of the church 
and proceed in different directions. Along the way, we will pause to pick up trash and renew our streets 
and sidewalks. Contact Pastor Joseph with questions.

Lamplighter Devotionals and Testimonies
We are asking for devotionals and testimonies from the congregation to be shared in a future 
Lamplighter. If you feel led to share, please submit yours to Christin at christin@richmondcumc.com

Thank You!
Your generosity allowed us to donate $608 to the Laundry Project. The Trustee Office was ecstatic as 
more and more families are in need of this project. Thank you, The Intermediate Sunday School Class 
Courtney, Caiden, Will, Ian, Caleb, Lily, Gabe and Sam

The TRIBE had a blast on their hayride 
a few weeks ago! Do you know 
someone interested in join TRIBE? We 
meet every Sunday at 5pm in the 
TRIBE room upstairs! For more 
information contact Michael 
Richmond or Pastor Joseph.  



Come, thou Long Expected Jesus
November has given us bare trees, howling winds, and bitter cold as Fall freezes into Winter. The lost 
foliage reveals an emptiness yearning to be filled. And though Spring’s green shoots are months away, 
in the church - a hope grows to fill the void:
 Come, thou long expected Jesus
 Born to set thy people free
 From our fears and sins release us
 Let us find our rest in thee
Advent marks the change of the church calendar and the body’s turn towards the return of our King. 
Jesus has come and will come again in glory. Jesus has come - I need not fear judgment nor wander 
blindly through this world. We are redeemed people of faith because of His coming, His actions. We are 
a people being renewed in perfect love because of His call – and we can rest in that. The season may be 
full of year end activity, but there is a deeper hope which abides in Jesus and his second coming:
 Israel's strength and consolation
 Hope of all the earth thou art
 Dear desire of every nation
 Joy of every longing heart
We gather this season with family and friends amidst fond memories and the yet unknown. Christ has 
come in answer to distant prophecies to give us space and reason to gather in expectation of a greater 
peace yet to come. May our lands, our hearts find such joy:
 Born thy people to deliver
 Born a child and yet a king
 Born to reign in us forever
 Now thy gracious kingdom bring
We pray it everyday in the Lord’s prayer, but we don’t often think of the implications of living under a 
King once came and yet to come, much less what a land daily governed by his good and perfect will 
would look like. Maybe this is why Christmas has such a special tug on our hearts. A gift, God became 
man (and a baby at that), Immanuel, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty King. A truth so pure we can gather 
around it year after year and it still has more to 
give us:
 By thine own eternal spirit
 Rule in all our hearts alone
 By thine own sufficient merit
 Raise us to thy glorious throne
Dear Central, we long together this Advent 
season for a day when our infant King, wandering 
Rabbi, crucified servant, resurrected savior, 
Jesus will come again in the fullness of God’s 
glory. Let the already of Christ’s first coming fill us 
with wisdom to be in every day as we await the 
not yet of His second coming. May this season of 
expectation be one filled with fond memory, 
anchored hope, joyous fellowship, and Jesus. 

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Joseph

Our Emmanuel
In Luke 24, our risen Lord appeared to two grieving men traveling on the road to Emmaus. Coming 
alongside them, Jesus inquired as to their conversation. Their sorrow overflowing, they confessed all 
the hurt, confusion, and pain they were feeling to this stranger regarding “the things that have 
happened there in these days,” namely, the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. In this place of honesty 
and vulnerability, our Lord spoke life and comfort to these men by explaining the truth revealed in the 
Scriptures. Upon arriving at their destination, the men offered the stranger hospitality, urging him 
strongly to stay with them, and the fellowship continued. Finally, after they had all sat down to break 
bread together, their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus Himself in their midst. 

What a wonderful passage for this time of year which is filled with family, friends, and fellowship! Three 
very important aspects of living in true community with one another are modeled for us in this story: 
vulnerability, hospitality, and revelation. The two men were vulnerable by sharing, and not hiding, their 
feelings, and in that honest space, Jesus met them and brought light to their darkness. The hearts of the 
men burned within them as they all walked on the road together, discussing the mysteries of the 
Scriptures, and they honored this stranger by inviting him into their home, offering him hospitality and 
rest. Finally, after they had opened their hearts and their home to this fellow traveler, their eyes were 
opened to the joyous revelation of Jesus the Christ living and dwelling among them. Praise be to God! 

      Amid the hustle and bustle of this holiday season, let us intentionally open our hearts and our homes 
to others so that godly fellowship may enrich us all. Let us enjoy one another and have deep and 
meaningful conversations about our Coming Savior and our Emmanuel. In these sacred spaces, may 
the Lord Jesus be revealed to us, that we may worship Him together, in spirit and in truth

Pastor Ashley Flores

. 

The Good, The Bad and the Ugly:
Nine of the Most Notorious Christmas songs

Christmas music! It ushers in the new season, filling our heads with visions of sugar plums, Santa Claus 
and the birth of baby Jesus. Music can be a source of comfort as we wrap gifts and prepare sumptuous 
feasts for the family. I created this list basing the “good” category on three elements: interesting words, 
memorable subject matter and catchy melody. The “bad” category encompasses songs which are 
repetitive, dull and/or musically sparse. Finally, the “ugly” category contains music which is 
irredeemable. It is so awful, you run out of your home every time these come on the radio. I have 
chosen these carefully, with the spirit of silliness in mind. 99% of this article is meant to be humorous 
satire. Without further ado, here is my list of the best, worst and shockingly bad Christmas songs!

The Good:
It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year by Andy 
Williams
Optimism! Mirthful shopping experiences! This song 
never fails to bring a smile to my face. It brings to mind 
delightful shopping trips with my sister, mother and 
aunts during Christmastime. We would visit malls, 
department stores and grocery stores. The time 
together is what mattered most. 

Happy Holiday/The Holiday Season by Andy Williams
This is the one that goes: “Happy holiday (then, in echo: 
Happy holiday!)/Happy holiday (happy holiday)/While 
the merry bells keep ringing/happy holiday to you!”
I really enjoy the echo effect, as well as the song’s great 
exuberance and enthusiasm for the season. Fun fact: 
this song is often featured in back-to-school 
advertisements for Staples.

Little Saint Nick by The Beach Boys
I first heard this happy song in 1999, when I was five years old. I recall asking my parents for clarification 
on the following lyrics: “Just a little bobsled we call the old Saint Nick/But she'll walk a toboggan with a 
four speed stick/She's candy apple red with a ski for a wheel/And when Santa hits the gas, man, just 
watch her peel.” My questions were: “What is a four speed stick?” and “How do you walk a toboggan 
with said four speed stick?” Despite all of the confusing car-related jargon, this song still holds up as a 
lively seasonal classic.

Somewhere In My Memory from Home Alone by John Williams
This song is from the soundtrack of the iconic “Home Alone” movie franchise, and was nominated for 
an Academy Award for Best Original Song. I enjoyed watching “Home Alone” specifically for this song. 
I enjoy both the choral and instrumental versions. Check out the deeply poignant lyrics: “Somewhere in 
my memory/Christmas joys all around me/Living in my memory/all of the music, all of the magic/All of 
the family, home here with me.” I enjoy it because it emphasizes Kevin’s desire to be with his family. It 
is what he wants the most.

The Bad:
The Twelve Days of Christmas; authorship unknown
This song is highly repetitive and overly long. It was first seen in the 
English children’s book, Mirth Without Mischief (1780). Early 
sources suggest that it originally was a “memory-and-forfeits” 
game, in which people are required to repeat a verse recited by a 
leader. Verses get added each time, and eventually someone 
needs to repeat all twelve verses. Players who make an error are 
required to pay a penalty in the form of a kiss or piece of candy. 

The Little Drummer Boy by Katherine Davis
This song lovingly recounts the story of the summoning of the Magi 
to the newly born baby Jesus. However, the song contains no less 

than twenty-one “Pa rum pa pum pum’s.” That is simply too 
many. I think people were tricked into liking this one due to Bing 
Crosby’s charming, crooning rendition. 
 
The Ugly:
Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer by Randy Brooks
This 1979 novelty song revolves around an inebriated grandmother 
getting attacked by wildlife on Christmas Eve. I feel this song is 
disrespectful to the elderly, and to all of us who have ears.

I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus by Jimmy Boyd
Another novelty song! This 1952 song was recorded by Jimmy 

Boyd when he was only 13 years old, and quickly reached no. 1 on the Billboard pop singles chart. The 
song’s plot revolves around a boy mistakenly believing that his mother is cheating on his father with 
Santa Claus. This song was actually condemned by the Roman Catholic Church in Boston due to its 
subject matter. I just feel it is overly silly and paints the young boy as a fool, unable to recognize his 
father when he dons a costume.

Musical Announcements
No choir rehearsals the week of 12/25. Merry Christmas!

Chair Time in the New Year
Advent is a time of remembering and expectation. We as a faith community bring this memory and 
expectant hope to life every time we read Scripture together. This memory and hope are available daily 
in our set apart time to read the Bible. This is one of the ordinances of God Wesley has called the people 
called Methodists to – reading scripture both publicly and privately. A means of grace to bless us in the 
midst of uncertain times.
 
Borrowing from some saints in the past, I want to challenge all of us in 2023 to set aside 10-15 minutes 
a day to be present to God and His word. Find a chair (or whatever), bring a Bible (maybe a journal), 
read and listen. Maybe you read a whole book. Maybe you read one verse over the 
course of a week. Listen and go where God leads. The purpose is to prioritize this 
time in your calendar and cultivate a discipline of prayer and presence to God and 
His Word. 

For those needing a daily challenge, I invite you to read the whole Bible in 2023. We 
will be walking through the Bible Project’s, ‘One Story that Leads to Jesus’ study. 
This can be found online, in the YouVersion Bible App, or a paper copy can be 
picked up in the office. This plan journeys from Genesis – Revelation 
while reading 1 Psalm per day. For those who can make it, we will be 
discussing the weekly readings at our Fireside Chats every Monday at 
1:30pm.

So please join us for Chair Time in 2023. I am excited to see where God 
leads us all through our reading, reflections, and revelation in the next 12 
months.

Thank You
Thanks to all of Central's congregation for all of your thoughts, prayers, concerns and support for me 
after my accident. Thank you all who contributed for the monetary donations to cover the balance of a 
new scooter and helmet. It's an honor and a blessing to be able to be a part of Central's staff serving 
God and all of you. I'm beyond blessed . May God continue to bless you all. 
Greg Scott 

Altar Guild
Would you like to be part of the ALTAR GUILD here at Central? Each member of the guild takes one 
month during the year to come in once weekly to refill the altar candles and refill pew pockets. Contact 
Ann Cashner at 765-994-1979 or 962-8458 if you would like to help. We need help during the following 
months in 2023--: February, March July, August, and October. 

All Church Christmas Luncheon
Mark your calendar for the United Women In Faith’s annual all church Christmas Luncheon, after 
church, on Sunday, Dec. 4. Food will be provided by members of UWF as our gift to you!

Red Cross Blood Drive
We are getting closer to our blood drive to support the American Red Cross in their effort to address 
the critical blood shortage which exists. We still have twenty-six time slots to fill, so we are looking for 
past CUMC donors, as well as new donors, to get registered in order to make this a successful blood 
drive. Go to redcrossblood.org and enter code CUMCRICH in the box that says find a blood drive. 
Appointment times available 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 6, 2022. Drive will be held in 
the multipurpose room. Questions? Contact Dana Mollenkopf at papamole@comcast.net or at 
765-277-0287.

Central Childcare needs you!
Like many organizations in our community, Central Childcare is hiring! We are 
looking for full and part-time employees to join our team. Starting pay is 
$10.50/hr. To apply, please contact Kathy George at 765-962-8543 or 
cumcchildcare@richmondcumc.com. We are also accepting volunteers! 
Volunteers are able to set their own schedules or be “on-call” as needs 
arise. To volunteer, contact Kathy George to set-up 
your fingerprinting background check and TB 
test. There is also some state-issued 
training that needs to be done before 
starting but all training can be 
done at Central and on your 
schedule. We look forward to 
working with you!

Longest Night Service - December 21st at 6:00pm
When we look at one another, many of us expect to see a smile on another person's face and a twinkle 
in their eye. However, for many, Christmas can feel more like a season of great darkness and shadows. 
The longest and for many most difficult night of the year is December 21st. The Longest Night Service 
(sometimes referenced as Blue Christmas) will offer us a way to claim those feelings and still feel 
surrounded by the compassionate love of God.

Shalom Sessions
Join us on the 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 12:05pm in the Fellowship Hall for a brown bag lunch as we 
discuss poverty and homelessness. The King of the Universe had no place to lay his head. How do we 
love our neighbors who find themselves in the same state?. Bring your lunch, your bibles, and a listening 
ear. May God break our hearts for what breaks his in this season.

Prayer Walks
Prayer connects us daily to a loving God moving in our midst. In his 3 rules for Methodists, John Wesley 
calls us to both private and public prayer. On the first Monday of every month at noon, we will have a 
prayer walk through our neighborhood. We will divide into small groups at the entrance of the church 
and proceed in different directions. Along the way, we will pause to pick up trash and renew our streets 
and sidewalks. Contact Pastor Joseph with questions.

Lamplighter Devotionals and Testimonies
We are asking for devotionals and testimonies from the congregation to be shared in a future 
Lamplighter. If you feel led to share, please submit yours to Christin at christin@richmondcumc.com

Thank You!
Your generosity allowed us to donate $608 to the Laundry Project. The Trustee Office was ecstatic as 
more and more families are in need of this project. Thank you, The Intermediate Sunday School Class 
Courtney, Caiden, Will, Ian, Caleb, Lily, Gabe and Sam

The TRIBE had a blast on their hayride 
a few weeks ago! Do you know 
someone interested in join TRIBE? We 
meet every Sunday at 5pm in the 
TRIBE room upstairs! For more 
information contact Michael 
Richmond or Pastor Joseph.  



Come, thou Long Expected Jesus
November has given us bare trees, howling winds, and bitter cold as Fall freezes into Winter. The lost 
foliage reveals an emptiness yearning to be filled. And though Spring’s green shoots are months away, 
in the church - a hope grows to fill the void:
 Come, thou long expected Jesus
 Born to set thy people free
 From our fears and sins release us
 Let us find our rest in thee
Advent marks the change of the church calendar and the body’s turn towards the return of our King. 
Jesus has come and will come again in glory. Jesus has come - I need not fear judgment nor wander 
blindly through this world. We are redeemed people of faith because of His coming, His actions. We are 
a people being renewed in perfect love because of His call – and we can rest in that. The season may be 
full of year end activity, but there is a deeper hope which abides in Jesus and his second coming:
 Israel's strength and consolation
 Hope of all the earth thou art
 Dear desire of every nation
 Joy of every longing heart
We gather this season with family and friends amidst fond memories and the yet unknown. Christ has 
come in answer to distant prophecies to give us space and reason to gather in expectation of a greater 
peace yet to come. May our lands, our hearts find such joy:
 Born thy people to deliver
 Born a child and yet a king
 Born to reign in us forever
 Now thy gracious kingdom bring
We pray it everyday in the Lord’s prayer, but we don’t often think of the implications of living under a 
King once came and yet to come, much less what a land daily governed by his good and perfect will 
would look like. Maybe this is why Christmas has such a special tug on our hearts. A gift, God became 
man (and a baby at that), Immanuel, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty King. A truth so pure we can gather 
around it year after year and it still has more to 
give us:
 By thine own eternal spirit
 Rule in all our hearts alone
 By thine own sufficient merit
 Raise us to thy glorious throne
Dear Central, we long together this Advent 
season for a day when our infant King, wandering 
Rabbi, crucified servant, resurrected savior, 
Jesus will come again in the fullness of God’s 
glory. Let the already of Christ’s first coming fill us 
with wisdom to be in every day as we await the 
not yet of His second coming. May this season of 
expectation be one filled with fond memory, 
anchored hope, joyous fellowship, and Jesus. 

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Joseph

Our Emmanuel
In Luke 24, our risen Lord appeared to two grieving men traveling on the road to Emmaus. Coming 
alongside them, Jesus inquired as to their conversation. Their sorrow overflowing, they confessed all 
the hurt, confusion, and pain they were feeling to this stranger regarding “the things that have 
happened there in these days,” namely, the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. In this place of honesty 
and vulnerability, our Lord spoke life and comfort to these men by explaining the truth revealed in the 
Scriptures. Upon arriving at their destination, the men offered the stranger hospitality, urging him 
strongly to stay with them, and the fellowship continued. Finally, after they had all sat down to break 
bread together, their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus Himself in their midst. 

What a wonderful passage for this time of year which is filled with family, friends, and fellowship! Three 
very important aspects of living in true community with one another are modeled for us in this story: 
vulnerability, hospitality, and revelation. The two men were vulnerable by sharing, and not hiding, their 
feelings, and in that honest space, Jesus met them and brought light to their darkness. The hearts of the 
men burned within them as they all walked on the road together, discussing the mysteries of the 
Scriptures, and they honored this stranger by inviting him into their home, offering him hospitality and 
rest. Finally, after they had opened their hearts and their home to this fellow traveler, their eyes were 
opened to the joyous revelation of Jesus the Christ living and dwelling among them. Praise be to God! 

      Amid the hustle and bustle of this holiday season, let us intentionally open our hearts and our homes 
to others so that godly fellowship may enrich us all. Let us enjoy one another and have deep and 
meaningful conversations about our Coming Savior and our Emmanuel. In these sacred spaces, may 
the Lord Jesus be revealed to us, that we may worship Him together, in spirit and in truth

Pastor Ashley Flores

. 

The Good, The Bad and the Ugly:
Nine of the Most Notorious Christmas songs

Christmas music! It ushers in the new season, filling our heads with visions of sugar plums, Santa Claus 
and the birth of baby Jesus. Music can be a source of comfort as we wrap gifts and prepare sumptuous 
feasts for the family. I created this list basing the “good” category on three elements: interesting words, 
memorable subject matter and catchy melody. The “bad” category encompasses songs which are 
repetitive, dull and/or musically sparse. Finally, the “ugly” category contains music which is 
irredeemable. It is so awful, you run out of your home every time these come on the radio. I have 
chosen these carefully, with the spirit of silliness in mind. 99% of this article is meant to be humorous 
satire. Without further ado, here is my list of the best, worst and shockingly bad Christmas songs!

The Good:
It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year by Andy 
Williams
Optimism! Mirthful shopping experiences! This song 
never fails to bring a smile to my face. It brings to mind 
delightful shopping trips with my sister, mother and 
aunts during Christmastime. We would visit malls, 
department stores and grocery stores. The time 
together is what mattered most. 

Happy Holiday/The Holiday Season by Andy Williams
This is the one that goes: “Happy holiday (then, in echo: 
Happy holiday!)/Happy holiday (happy holiday)/While 
the merry bells keep ringing/happy holiday to you!”
I really enjoy the echo effect, as well as the song’s great 
exuberance and enthusiasm for the season. Fun fact: 
this song is often featured in back-to-school 
advertisements for Staples.

Little Saint Nick by The Beach Boys
I first heard this happy song in 1999, when I was five years old. I recall asking my parents for clarification 
on the following lyrics: “Just a little bobsled we call the old Saint Nick/But she'll walk a toboggan with a 
four speed stick/She's candy apple red with a ski for a wheel/And when Santa hits the gas, man, just 
watch her peel.” My questions were: “What is a four speed stick?” and “How do you walk a toboggan 
with said four speed stick?” Despite all of the confusing car-related jargon, this song still holds up as a 
lively seasonal classic.

Somewhere In My Memory from Home Alone by John Williams
This song is from the soundtrack of the iconic “Home Alone” movie franchise, and was nominated for 
an Academy Award for Best Original Song. I enjoyed watching “Home Alone” specifically for this song. 
I enjoy both the choral and instrumental versions. Check out the deeply poignant lyrics: “Somewhere in 
my memory/Christmas joys all around me/Living in my memory/all of the music, all of the magic/All of 
the family, home here with me.” I enjoy it because it emphasizes Kevin’s desire to be with his family. It 
is what he wants the most.

The Bad:
The Twelve Days of Christmas; authorship unknown
This song is highly repetitive and overly long. It was first seen in the 
English children’s book, Mirth Without Mischief (1780). Early 
sources suggest that it originally was a “memory-and-forfeits” 
game, in which people are required to repeat a verse recited by a 
leader. Verses get added each time, and eventually someone 
needs to repeat all twelve verses. Players who make an error are 
required to pay a penalty in the form of a kiss or piece of candy. 

The Little Drummer Boy by Katherine Davis
This song lovingly recounts the story of the summoning of the Magi 
to the newly born baby Jesus. However, the song contains no less 

than twenty-one “Pa rum pa pum pum’s.” That is simply too 
many. I think people were tricked into liking this one due to Bing 
Crosby’s charming, crooning rendition. 
 
The Ugly:
Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer by Randy Brooks
This 1979 novelty song revolves around an inebriated grandmother 
getting attacked by wildlife on Christmas Eve. I feel this song is 
disrespectful to the elderly, and to all of us who have ears.

I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus by Jimmy Boyd
Another novelty song! This 1952 song was recorded by Jimmy 

Boyd when he was only 13 years old, and quickly reached no. 1 on the Billboard pop singles chart. The 
song’s plot revolves around a boy mistakenly believing that his mother is cheating on his father with 
Santa Claus. This song was actually condemned by the Roman Catholic Church in Boston due to its 
subject matter. I just feel it is overly silly and paints the young boy as a fool, unable to recognize his 
father when he dons a costume.

Musical Announcements
No choir rehearsals the week of 12/25. Merry Christmas!

Chair Time in the New Year
Advent is a time of remembering and expectation. We as a faith community bring this memory and 
expectant hope to life every time we read Scripture together. This memory and hope are available daily 
in our set apart time to read the Bible. This is one of the ordinances of God Wesley has called the people 
called Methodists to – reading scripture both publicly and privately. A means of grace to bless us in the 
midst of uncertain times.
 
Borrowing from some saints in the past, I want to challenge all of us in 2023 to set aside 10-15 minutes 
a day to be present to God and His word. Find a chair (or whatever), bring a Bible (maybe a journal), 
read and listen. Maybe you read a whole book. Maybe you read one verse over the 
course of a week. Listen and go where God leads. The purpose is to prioritize this 
time in your calendar and cultivate a discipline of prayer and presence to God and 
His Word. 

For those needing a daily challenge, I invite you to read the whole Bible in 2023. We 
will be walking through the Bible Project’s, ‘One Story that Leads to Jesus’ study. 
This can be found online, in the YouVersion Bible App, or a paper copy can be 
picked up in the office. This plan journeys from Genesis – Revelation 
while reading 1 Psalm per day. For those who can make it, we will be 
discussing the weekly readings at our Fireside Chats every Monday at 
1:30pm.

So please join us for Chair Time in 2023. I am excited to see where God 
leads us all through our reading, reflections, and revelation in the next 12 
months.

Thank You
Thanks to all of Central's congregation for all of your thoughts, prayers, concerns and support for me 
after my accident. Thank you all who contributed for the monetary donations to cover the balance of a 
new scooter and helmet. It's an honor and a blessing to be able to be a part of Central's staff serving 
God and all of you. I'm beyond blessed . May God continue to bless you all. 
Greg Scott 

Altar Guild
Would you like to be part of the ALTAR GUILD here at Central? Each member of the guild takes one 
month during the year to come in once weekly to refill the altar candles and refill pew pockets. Contact 
Ann Cashner at 765-994-1979 or 962-8458 if you would like to help. We need help during the following 
months in 2023--: February, March July, August, and October. 

All Church Christmas Luncheon
Mark your calendar for the United Women In Faith’s annual all church Christmas Luncheon, after 
church, on Sunday, Dec. 4. Food will be provided by members of UWF as our gift to you!

Red Cross Blood Drive
We are getting closer to our blood drive to support the American Red Cross in their effort to address 
the critical blood shortage which exists. We still have twenty-six time slots to fill, so we are looking for 
past CUMC donors, as well as new donors, to get registered in order to make this a successful blood 
drive. Go to redcrossblood.org and enter code CUMCRICH in the box that says find a blood drive. 
Appointment times available 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 6, 2022. Drive will be held in 
the multipurpose room. Questions? Contact Dana Mollenkopf at papamole@comcast.net or at 
765-277-0287.

Central Childcare needs you!
Like many organizations in our community, Central Childcare is hiring! We are 
looking for full and part-time employees to join our team. Starting pay is 
$10.50/hr. To apply, please contact Kathy George at 765-962-8543 or 
cumcchildcare@richmondcumc.com. We are also accepting volunteers! 
Volunteers are able to set their own schedules or be “on-call” as needs 
arise. To volunteer, contact Kathy George to set-up 
your fingerprinting background check and TB 
test. There is also some state-issued 
training that needs to be done before 
starting but all training can be 
done at Central and on your 
schedule. We look forward to 
working with you!

Longest Night Service - December 21st at 6:00pm
When we look at one another, many of us expect to see a smile on another person's face and a twinkle 
in their eye. However, for many, Christmas can feel more like a season of great darkness and shadows. 
The longest and for many most difficult night of the year is December 21st. The Longest Night Service 
(sometimes referenced as Blue Christmas) will offer us a way to claim those feelings and still feel 
surrounded by the compassionate love of God.

Shalom Sessions
Join us on the 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 12:05pm in the Fellowship Hall for a brown bag lunch as we 
discuss poverty and homelessness. The King of the Universe had no place to lay his head. How do we 
love our neighbors who find themselves in the same state?. Bring your lunch, your bibles, and a listening 
ear. May God break our hearts for what breaks his in this season.

Prayer Walks
Prayer connects us daily to a loving God moving in our midst. In his 3 rules for Methodists, John Wesley 
calls us to both private and public prayer. On the first Monday of every month at noon, we will have a 
prayer walk through our neighborhood. We will divide into small groups at the entrance of the church 
and proceed in different directions. Along the way, we will pause to pick up trash and renew our streets 
and sidewalks. Contact Pastor Joseph with questions.

Lamplighter Devotionals and Testimonies
We are asking for devotionals and testimonies from the congregation to be shared in a future 
Lamplighter. If you feel led to share, please submit yours to Christin at christin@richmondcumc.com

Thank You!
Your generosity allowed us to donate $608 to the Laundry Project. The Trustee Office was ecstatic as 
more and more families are in need of this project. Thank you, The Intermediate Sunday School Class 
Courtney, Caiden, Will, Ian, Caleb, Lily, Gabe and Sam

The TRIBE had a blast on their hayride 
a few weeks ago! Do you know 
someone interested in join TRIBE? We 
meet every Sunday at 5pm in the 
TRIBE room upstairs! For more 
information contact Michael 
Richmond or Pastor Joseph.  



Come, thou Long Expected Jesus
November has given us bare trees, howling winds, and bitter cold as Fall freezes into Winter. The lost 
foliage reveals an emptiness yearning to be filled. And though Spring’s green shoots are months away, 
in the church - a hope grows to fill the void:
 Come, thou long expected Jesus
 Born to set thy people free
 From our fears and sins release us
 Let us find our rest in thee
Advent marks the change of the church calendar and the body’s turn towards the return of our King. 
Jesus has come and will come again in glory. Jesus has come - I need not fear judgment nor wander 
blindly through this world. We are redeemed people of faith because of His coming, His actions. We are 
a people being renewed in perfect love because of His call – and we can rest in that. The season may be 
full of year end activity, but there is a deeper hope which abides in Jesus and his second coming:
 Israel's strength and consolation
 Hope of all the earth thou art
 Dear desire of every nation
 Joy of every longing heart
We gather this season with family and friends amidst fond memories and the yet unknown. Christ has 
come in answer to distant prophecies to give us space and reason to gather in expectation of a greater 
peace yet to come. May our lands, our hearts find such joy:
 Born thy people to deliver
 Born a child and yet a king
 Born to reign in us forever
 Now thy gracious kingdom bring
We pray it everyday in the Lord’s prayer, but we don’t often think of the implications of living under a 
King once came and yet to come, much less what a land daily governed by his good and perfect will 
would look like. Maybe this is why Christmas has such a special tug on our hearts. A gift, God became 
man (and a baby at that), Immanuel, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty King. A truth so pure we can gather 
around it year after year and it still has more to 
give us:
 By thine own eternal spirit
 Rule in all our hearts alone
 By thine own sufficient merit
 Raise us to thy glorious throne
Dear Central, we long together this Advent 
season for a day when our infant King, wandering 
Rabbi, crucified servant, resurrected savior, 
Jesus will come again in the fullness of God’s 
glory. Let the already of Christ’s first coming fill us 
with wisdom to be in every day as we await the 
not yet of His second coming. May this season of 
expectation be one filled with fond memory, 
anchored hope, joyous fellowship, and Jesus. 

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Joseph

Our Emmanuel
In Luke 24, our risen Lord appeared to two grieving men traveling on the road to Emmaus. Coming 
alongside them, Jesus inquired as to their conversation. Their sorrow overflowing, they confessed all 
the hurt, confusion, and pain they were feeling to this stranger regarding “the things that have 
happened there in these days,” namely, the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. In this place of honesty 
and vulnerability, our Lord spoke life and comfort to these men by explaining the truth revealed in the 
Scriptures. Upon arriving at their destination, the men offered the stranger hospitality, urging him 
strongly to stay with them, and the fellowship continued. Finally, after they had all sat down to break 
bread together, their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus Himself in their midst. 

What a wonderful passage for this time of year which is filled with family, friends, and fellowship! Three 
very important aspects of living in true community with one another are modeled for us in this story: 
vulnerability, hospitality, and revelation. The two men were vulnerable by sharing, and not hiding, their 
feelings, and in that honest space, Jesus met them and brought light to their darkness. The hearts of the 
men burned within them as they all walked on the road together, discussing the mysteries of the 
Scriptures, and they honored this stranger by inviting him into their home, offering him hospitality and 
rest. Finally, after they had opened their hearts and their home to this fellow traveler, their eyes were 
opened to the joyous revelation of Jesus the Christ living and dwelling among them. Praise be to God! 

      Amid the hustle and bustle of this holiday season, let us intentionally open our hearts and our homes 
to others so that godly fellowship may enrich us all. Let us enjoy one another and have deep and 
meaningful conversations about our Coming Savior and our Emmanuel. In these sacred spaces, may 
the Lord Jesus be revealed to us, that we may worship Him together, in spirit and in truth

Pastor Ashley Flores

. 

The Good, The Bad and the Ugly:
Nine of the Most Notorious Christmas songs

Christmas music! It ushers in the new season, filling our heads with visions of sugar plums, Santa Claus 
and the birth of baby Jesus. Music can be a source of comfort as we wrap gifts and prepare sumptuous 
feasts for the family. I created this list basing the “good” category on three elements: interesting words, 
memorable subject matter and catchy melody. The “bad” category encompasses songs which are 
repetitive, dull and/or musically sparse. Finally, the “ugly” category contains music which is 
irredeemable. It is so awful, you run out of your home every time these come on the radio. I have 
chosen these carefully, with the spirit of silliness in mind. 99% of this article is meant to be humorous 
satire. Without further ado, here is my list of the best, worst and shockingly bad Christmas songs!

The Good:
It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year by Andy 
Williams
Optimism! Mirthful shopping experiences! This song 
never fails to bring a smile to my face. It brings to mind 
delightful shopping trips with my sister, mother and 
aunts during Christmastime. We would visit malls, 
department stores and grocery stores. The time 
together is what mattered most. 

Happy Holiday/The Holiday Season by Andy Williams
This is the one that goes: “Happy holiday (then, in echo: 
Happy holiday!)/Happy holiday (happy holiday)/While 
the merry bells keep ringing/happy holiday to you!”
I really enjoy the echo effect, as well as the song’s great 
exuberance and enthusiasm for the season. Fun fact: 
this song is often featured in back-to-school 
advertisements for Staples.

Little Saint Nick by The Beach Boys
I first heard this happy song in 1999, when I was five years old. I recall asking my parents for clarification 
on the following lyrics: “Just a little bobsled we call the old Saint Nick/But she'll walk a toboggan with a 
four speed stick/She's candy apple red with a ski for a wheel/And when Santa hits the gas, man, just 
watch her peel.” My questions were: “What is a four speed stick?” and “How do you walk a toboggan 
with said four speed stick?” Despite all of the confusing car-related jargon, this song still holds up as a 
lively seasonal classic.

Somewhere In My Memory from Home Alone by John Williams
This song is from the soundtrack of the iconic “Home Alone” movie franchise, and was nominated for 
an Academy Award for Best Original Song. I enjoyed watching “Home Alone” specifically for this song. 
I enjoy both the choral and instrumental versions. Check out the deeply poignant lyrics: “Somewhere in 
my memory/Christmas joys all around me/Living in my memory/all of the music, all of the magic/All of 
the family, home here with me.” I enjoy it because it emphasizes Kevin’s desire to be with his family. It 
is what he wants the most.

The Bad:
The Twelve Days of Christmas; authorship unknown
This song is highly repetitive and overly long. It was first seen in the 
English children’s book, Mirth Without Mischief (1780). Early 
sources suggest that it originally was a “memory-and-forfeits” 
game, in which people are required to repeat a verse recited by a 
leader. Verses get added each time, and eventually someone 
needs to repeat all twelve verses. Players who make an error are 
required to pay a penalty in the form of a kiss or piece of candy. 

The Little Drummer Boy by Katherine Davis
This song lovingly recounts the story of the summoning of the Magi 
to the newly born baby Jesus. However, the song contains no less 

than twenty-one “Pa rum pa pum pum’s.” That is simply too 
many. I think people were tricked into liking this one due to Bing 
Crosby’s charming, crooning rendition. 
 
The Ugly:
Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer by Randy Brooks
This 1979 novelty song revolves around an inebriated grandmother 
getting attacked by wildlife on Christmas Eve. I feel this song is 
disrespectful to the elderly, and to all of us who have ears.

I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus by Jimmy Boyd
Another novelty song! This 1952 song was recorded by Jimmy 

Boyd when he was only 13 years old, and quickly reached no. 1 on the Billboard pop singles chart. The 
song’s plot revolves around a boy mistakenly believing that his mother is cheating on his father with 
Santa Claus. This song was actually condemned by the Roman Catholic Church in Boston due to its 
subject matter. I just feel it is overly silly and paints the young boy as a fool, unable to recognize his 
father when he dons a costume.

Musical Announcements
No choir rehearsals the week of 12/25. Merry Christmas!

Chair Time in the New Year
Advent is a time of remembering and expectation. We as a faith community bring this memory and 
expectant hope to life every time we read Scripture together. This memory and hope are available daily 
in our set apart time to read the Bible. This is one of the ordinances of God Wesley has called the people 
called Methodists to – reading scripture both publicly and privately. A means of grace to bless us in the 
midst of uncertain times.
 
Borrowing from some saints in the past, I want to challenge all of us in 2023 to set aside 10-15 minutes 
a day to be present to God and His word. Find a chair (or whatever), bring a Bible (maybe a journal), 
read and listen. Maybe you read a whole book. Maybe you read one verse over the 
course of a week. Listen and go where God leads. The purpose is to prioritize this 
time in your calendar and cultivate a discipline of prayer and presence to God and 
His Word. 

For those needing a daily challenge, I invite you to read the whole Bible in 2023. We 
will be walking through the Bible Project’s, ‘One Story that Leads to Jesus’ study. 
This can be found online, in the YouVersion Bible App, or a paper copy can be 
picked up in the office. This plan journeys from Genesis – Revelation 
while reading 1 Psalm per day. For those who can make it, we will be 
discussing the weekly readings at our Fireside Chats every Monday at 
1:30pm.

So please join us for Chair Time in 2023. I am excited to see where God 
leads us all through our reading, reflections, and revelation in the next 12 
months.

Thank You
Thanks to all of Central's congregation for all of your thoughts, prayers, concerns and support for me 
after my accident. Thank you all who contributed for the monetary donations to cover the balance of a 
new scooter and helmet. It's an honor and a blessing to be able to be a part of Central's staff serving 
God and all of you. I'm beyond blessed . May God continue to bless you all. 
Greg Scott 

Altar Guild
Would you like to be part of the ALTAR GUILD here at Central? Each member of the guild takes one 
month during the year to come in once weekly to refill the altar candles and refill pew pockets. Contact 
Ann Cashner at 765-994-1979 or 962-8458 if you would like to help. We need help during the following 
months in 2023--: February, March July, August, and October. 

All Church Christmas Luncheon
Mark your calendar for the United Women In Faith’s annual all church Christmas Luncheon, after 
church, on Sunday, Dec. 4. Food will be provided by members of UWF as our gift to you!

Red Cross Blood Drive
We are getting closer to our blood drive to support the American Red Cross in their effort to address 
the critical blood shortage which exists. We still have twenty-six time slots to fill, so we are looking for 
past CUMC donors, as well as new donors, to get registered in order to make this a successful blood 
drive. Go to redcrossblood.org and enter code CUMCRICH in the box that says find a blood drive. 
Appointment times available 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 6, 2022. Drive will be held in 
the multipurpose room. Questions? Contact Dana Mollenkopf at papamole@comcast.net or at 
765-277-0287.

Central Childcare needs you!
Like many organizations in our community, Central Childcare is hiring! We are 
looking for full and part-time employees to join our team. Starting pay is 
$10.50/hr. To apply, please contact Kathy George at 765-962-8543 or 
cumcchildcare@richmondcumc.com. We are also accepting volunteers! 
Volunteers are able to set their own schedules or be “on-call” as needs 
arise. To volunteer, contact Kathy George to set-up 
your fingerprinting background check and TB 
test. There is also some state-issued 
training that needs to be done before 
starting but all training can be 
done at Central and on your 
schedule. We look forward to 
working with you!

You are invited to a presentation of music
by the Central Chancel Choir,

Wesley Ringers Handbell Choir, Joysingers Children's Choir 
and many other talented small groups and individuals.

Sunday, December 11th • 6:00pm
Central United Methodist Church Sanctuary

1425 East Main Street
Richmond, IN

Longest Night Service - December 21st at 6:00pm
When we look at one another, many of us expect to see a smile on another person's face and a twinkle 
in their eye. However, for many, Christmas can feel more like a season of great darkness and shadows. 
The longest and for many most difficult night of the year is December 21st. The Longest Night Service 
(sometimes referenced as Blue Christmas) will offer us a way to claim those feelings and still feel 
surrounded by the compassionate love of God.

Shalom Sessions
Join us on the 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 12:05pm in the Fellowship Hall for a brown bag lunch as we 
discuss poverty and homelessness. The King of the Universe had no place to lay his head. How do we 
love our neighbors who find themselves in the same state?. Bring your lunch, your bibles, and a listening 
ear. May God break our hearts for what breaks his in this season.

Prayer Walks
Prayer connects us daily to a loving God moving in our midst. In his 3 rules for Methodists, John Wesley 
calls us to both private and public prayer. On the first Monday of every month at noon, we will have a 
prayer walk through our neighborhood. We will divide into small groups at the entrance of the church 
and proceed in different directions. Along the way, we will pause to pick up trash and renew our streets 
and sidewalks. Contact Pastor Joseph with questions.

Lamplighter Devotionals and Testimonies
We are asking for devotionals and testimonies from the congregation to be shared in a future 
Lamplighter. If you feel led to share, please submit yours to Christin at christin@richmondcumc.com

Thank You!
Your generosity allowed us to donate $608 to the Laundry Project. The Trustee Office was ecstatic as 
more and more families are in need of this project. Thank you, The Intermediate Sunday School Class 
Courtney, Caiden, Will, Ian, Caleb, Lily, Gabe and Sam

The TRIBE had a blast on their hayride 
a few weeks ago! Do you know 
someone interested in join TRIBE? We 
meet every Sunday at 5pm in the 
TRIBE room upstairs! For more 
information contact Michael 
Richmond or Pastor Joseph.  



Come, thou Long Expected Jesus
November has given us bare trees, howling winds, and bitter cold as Fall freezes into Winter. The lost 
foliage reveals an emptiness yearning to be filled. And though Spring’s green shoots are months away, 
in the church - a hope grows to fill the void:
 Come, thou long expected Jesus
 Born to set thy people free
 From our fears and sins release us
 Let us find our rest in thee
Advent marks the change of the church calendar and the body’s turn towards the return of our King. 
Jesus has come and will come again in glory. Jesus has come - I need not fear judgment nor wander 
blindly through this world. We are redeemed people of faith because of His coming, His actions. We are 
a people being renewed in perfect love because of His call – and we can rest in that. The season may be 
full of year end activity, but there is a deeper hope which abides in Jesus and his second coming:
 Israel's strength and consolation
 Hope of all the earth thou art
 Dear desire of every nation
 Joy of every longing heart
We gather this season with family and friends amidst fond memories and the yet unknown. Christ has 
come in answer to distant prophecies to give us space and reason to gather in expectation of a greater 
peace yet to come. May our lands, our hearts find such joy:
 Born thy people to deliver
 Born a child and yet a king
 Born to reign in us forever
 Now thy gracious kingdom bring
We pray it everyday in the Lord’s prayer, but we don’t often think of the implications of living under a 
King once came and yet to come, much less what a land daily governed by his good and perfect will 
would look like. Maybe this is why Christmas has such a special tug on our hearts. A gift, God became 
man (and a baby at that), Immanuel, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty King. A truth so pure we can gather 
around it year after year and it still has more to 
give us:
 By thine own eternal spirit
 Rule in all our hearts alone
 By thine own sufficient merit
 Raise us to thy glorious throne
Dear Central, we long together this Advent 
season for a day when our infant King, wandering 
Rabbi, crucified servant, resurrected savior, 
Jesus will come again in the fullness of God’s 
glory. Let the already of Christ’s first coming fill us 
with wisdom to be in every day as we await the 
not yet of His second coming. May this season of 
expectation be one filled with fond memory, 
anchored hope, joyous fellowship, and Jesus. 

In Christ’s love,
Pastor Joseph

Our Emmanuel
In Luke 24, our risen Lord appeared to two grieving men traveling on the road to Emmaus. Coming 
alongside them, Jesus inquired as to their conversation. Their sorrow overflowing, they confessed all 
the hurt, confusion, and pain they were feeling to this stranger regarding “the things that have 
happened there in these days,” namely, the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. In this place of honesty 
and vulnerability, our Lord spoke life and comfort to these men by explaining the truth revealed in the 
Scriptures. Upon arriving at their destination, the men offered the stranger hospitality, urging him 
strongly to stay with them, and the fellowship continued. Finally, after they had all sat down to break 
bread together, their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus Himself in their midst. 

What a wonderful passage for this time of year which is filled with family, friends, and fellowship! Three 
very important aspects of living in true community with one another are modeled for us in this story: 
vulnerability, hospitality, and revelation. The two men were vulnerable by sharing, and not hiding, their 
feelings, and in that honest space, Jesus met them and brought light to their darkness. The hearts of the 
men burned within them as they all walked on the road together, discussing the mysteries of the 
Scriptures, and they honored this stranger by inviting him into their home, offering him hospitality and 
rest. Finally, after they had opened their hearts and their home to this fellow traveler, their eyes were 
opened to the joyous revelation of Jesus the Christ living and dwelling among them. Praise be to God! 

      Amid the hustle and bustle of this holiday season, let us intentionally open our hearts and our homes 
to others so that godly fellowship may enrich us all. Let us enjoy one another and have deep and 
meaningful conversations about our Coming Savior and our Emmanuel. In these sacred spaces, may 
the Lord Jesus be revealed to us, that we may worship Him together, in spirit and in truth

Pastor Ashley Flores
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The Good, The Bad and the Ugly:
Nine of the Most Notorious Christmas songs

Christmas music! It ushers in the new season, filling our heads with visions of sugar plums, Santa Claus 
and the birth of baby Jesus. Music can be a source of comfort as we wrap gifts and prepare sumptuous 
feasts for the family. I created this list basing the “good” category on three elements: interesting words, 
memorable subject matter and catchy melody. The “bad” category encompasses songs which are 
repetitive, dull and/or musically sparse. Finally, the “ugly” category contains music which is 
irredeemable. It is so awful, you run out of your home every time these come on the radio. I have 
chosen these carefully, with the spirit of silliness in mind. 99% of this article is meant to be humorous 
satire. Without further ado, here is my list of the best, worst and shockingly bad Christmas songs!

The Good:
It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year by Andy 
Williams
Optimism! Mirthful shopping experiences! This song 
never fails to bring a smile to my face. It brings to mind 
delightful shopping trips with my sister, mother and 
aunts during Christmastime. We would visit malls, 
department stores and grocery stores. The time 
together is what mattered most. 

Happy Holiday/The Holiday Season by Andy Williams
This is the one that goes: “Happy holiday (then, in echo: 
Happy holiday!)/Happy holiday (happy holiday)/While 
the merry bells keep ringing/happy holiday to you!”
I really enjoy the echo effect, as well as the song’s great 
exuberance and enthusiasm for the season. Fun fact: 
this song is often featured in back-to-school 
advertisements for Staples.

Little Saint Nick by The Beach Boys
I first heard this happy song in 1999, when I was five years old. I recall asking my parents for clarification 
on the following lyrics: “Just a little bobsled we call the old Saint Nick/But she'll walk a toboggan with a 
four speed stick/She's candy apple red with a ski for a wheel/And when Santa hits the gas, man, just 
watch her peel.” My questions were: “What is a four speed stick?” and “How do you walk a toboggan 
with said four speed stick?” Despite all of the confusing car-related jargon, this song still holds up as a 
lively seasonal classic.

Somewhere In My Memory from Home Alone by John Williams
This song is from the soundtrack of the iconic “Home Alone” movie franchise, and was nominated for 
an Academy Award for Best Original Song. I enjoyed watching “Home Alone” specifically for this song. 
I enjoy both the choral and instrumental versions. Check out the deeply poignant lyrics: “Somewhere in 
my memory/Christmas joys all around me/Living in my memory/all of the music, all of the magic/All of 
the family, home here with me.” I enjoy it because it emphasizes Kevin’s desire to be with his family. It 
is what he wants the most.

The Bad:
The Twelve Days of Christmas; authorship unknown
This song is highly repetitive and overly long. It was first seen in the 
English children’s book, Mirth Without Mischief (1780). Early 
sources suggest that it originally was a “memory-and-forfeits” 
game, in which people are required to repeat a verse recited by a 
leader. Verses get added each time, and eventually someone 
needs to repeat all twelve verses. Players who make an error are 
required to pay a penalty in the form of a kiss or piece of candy. 

The Little Drummer Boy by Katherine Davis
This song lovingly recounts the story of the summoning of the Magi 
to the newly born baby Jesus. However, the song contains no less 

than twenty-one “Pa rum pa pum pum’s.” That is simply too 
many. I think people were tricked into liking this one due to Bing 
Crosby’s charming, crooning rendition. 
 
The Ugly:
Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer by Randy Brooks
This 1979 novelty song revolves around an inebriated grandmother 
getting attacked by wildlife on Christmas Eve. I feel this song is 
disrespectful to the elderly, and to all of us who have ears.

I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus by Jimmy Boyd
Another novelty song! This 1952 song was recorded by Jimmy 

Boyd when he was only 13 years old, and quickly reached no. 1 on the Billboard pop singles chart. The 
song’s plot revolves around a boy mistakenly believing that his mother is cheating on his father with 
Santa Claus. This song was actually condemned by the Roman Catholic Church in Boston due to its 
subject matter. I just feel it is overly silly and paints the young boy as a fool, unable to recognize his 
father when he dons a costume.

Musical Announcements
No choir rehearsals the week of 12/25. Merry Christmas!

Chair Time in the New Year
Advent is a time of remembering and expectation. We as a faith community bring this memory and 
expectant hope to life every time we read Scripture together. This memory and hope are available daily 
in our set apart time to read the Bible. This is one of the ordinances of God Wesley has called the people 
called Methodists to – reading scripture both publicly and privately. A means of grace to bless us in the 
midst of uncertain times.
 
Borrowing from some saints in the past, I want to challenge all of us in 2023 to set aside 10-15 minutes 
a day to be present to God and His word. Find a chair (or whatever), bring a Bible (maybe a journal), 
read and listen. Maybe you read a whole book. Maybe you read one verse over the 
course of a week. Listen and go where God leads. The purpose is to prioritize this 
time in your calendar and cultivate a discipline of prayer and presence to God and 
His Word. 

For those needing a daily challenge, I invite you to read the whole Bible in 2023. We 
will be walking through the Bible Project’s, ‘One Story that Leads to Jesus’ study. 
This can be found online, in the YouVersion Bible App, or a paper copy can be 
picked up in the office. This plan journeys from Genesis – Revelation 
while reading 1 Psalm per day. For those who can make it, we will be 
discussing the weekly readings at our Fireside Chats every Monday at 
1:30pm.

So please join us for Chair Time in 2023. I am excited to see where God 
leads us all through our reading, reflections, and revelation in the next 12 
months.

Thank You
Thanks to all of Central's congregation for all of your thoughts, prayers, concerns and support for me 
after my accident. Thank you all who contributed for the monetary donations to cover the balance of a 
new scooter and helmet. It's an honor and a blessing to be able to be a part of Central's staff serving 
God and all of you. I'm beyond blessed . May God continue to bless you all. 
Greg Scott 

Altar Guild
Would you like to be part of the ALTAR GUILD here at Central? Each member of the guild takes one 
month during the year to come in once weekly to refill the altar candles and refill pew pockets. Contact 
Ann Cashner at 765-994-1979 or 962-8458 if you would like to help. We need help during the following 
months in 2023--: February, March July, August, and October. 

All Church Christmas Luncheon
Mark your calendar for the United Women In Faith’s annual all church Christmas Luncheon, after 
church, on Sunday, Dec. 4. Food will be provided by members of UWF as our gift to you!

Red Cross Blood Drive
We are getting closer to our blood drive to support the American Red Cross in their effort to address 
the critical blood shortage which exists. We still have twenty-six time slots to fill, so we are looking for 
past CUMC donors, as well as new donors, to get registered in order to make this a successful blood 
drive. Go to redcrossblood.org and enter code CUMCRICH in the box that says find a blood drive. 
Appointment times available 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, December 6, 2022. Drive will be held in 
the multipurpose room. Questions? Contact Dana Mollenkopf at papamole@comcast.net or at 
765-277-0287.

Central Childcare needs you!
Like many organizations in our community, Central Childcare is hiring! We are 
looking for full and part-time employees to join our team. Starting pay is 
$10.50/hr. To apply, please contact Kathy George at 765-962-8543 or 
cumcchildcare@richmondcumc.com. We are also accepting volunteers! 
Volunteers are able to set their own schedules or be “on-call” as needs 
arise. To volunteer, contact Kathy George to set-up 
your fingerprinting background check and TB 
test. There is also some state-issued 
training that needs to be done before 
starting but all training can be 
done at Central and on your 
schedule. We look forward to 
working with you!

Longest Night Service - December 21st at 6:00pm
When we look at one another, many of us expect to see a smile on another person's face and a twinkle 
in their eye. However, for many, Christmas can feel more like a season of great darkness and shadows. 
The longest and for many most difficult night of the year is December 21st. The Longest Night Service 
(sometimes referenced as Blue Christmas) will offer us a way to claim those feelings and still feel 
surrounded by the compassionate love of God.

Shalom Sessions
Join us on the 3rd Tuesdays of the month at 12:05pm in the Fellowship Hall for a brown bag lunch as we 
discuss poverty and homelessness. The King of the Universe had no place to lay his head. How do we 
love our neighbors who find themselves in the same state?. Bring your lunch, your bibles, and a listening 
ear. May God break our hearts for what breaks his in this season.

Prayer Walks
Prayer connects us daily to a loving God moving in our midst. In his 3 rules for Methodists, John Wesley 
calls us to both private and public prayer. On the first Monday of every month at noon, we will have a 
prayer walk through our neighborhood. We will divide into small groups at the entrance of the church 
and proceed in different directions. Along the way, we will pause to pick up trash and renew our streets 
and sidewalks. Contact Pastor Joseph with questions.

Lamplighter Devotionals and Testimonies
We are asking for devotionals and testimonies from the congregation to be shared in a future 
Lamplighter. If you feel led to share, please submit yours to Christin at christin@richmondcumc.com

Thank You!
Your generosity allowed us to donate $608 to the Laundry Project. The Trustee Office was ecstatic as 
more and more families are in need of this project. Thank you, The Intermediate Sunday School Class 
Courtney, Caiden, Will, Ian, Caleb, Lily, Gabe and Sam

The TRIBE had a blast on their hayride 
a few weeks ago! Do you know 
someone interested in join TRIBE? We 
meet every Sunday at 5pm in the 
TRIBE room upstairs! For more 
information contact Michael 
Richmond or Pastor Joseph.  
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Mondays
Women’s Prayer 12:00pm
Fireside Conversation 1:30pm
Brianna’s Hope 6:45pm

Tuesdays
Benevolence Team 1:00pm

Wednesdays
Wisdom Study 10:00am
Men’s Prayer 12:00pm
Wesley Ringers 5:30pm
Chancel Choir 6:30pm

Thursdays
Joysingers 4:00pm

Weekday Gatherings
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Longest Night Service
December 21st at 6pm

Christmas Eve Family Service
December 24th at 4:30pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
December 24th at 8pm


