


It’s always winter and never Christmas
 
 This line from The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe echoes the oppressive feeling the 
creatures feel.  The White Witch has cast her spell, and with her false reign, coldly drove out all 
warm, happy times. A winter with time out of mind gripped the world until the return of Aslan - the 
wild, good lion and Lord of the land.  The spell loses its hold and a glorious Spring pushed through 
the melting ice. 
 The story itself has many more twists and turns.  CS Lewis’ masterpiece goes well with hot 
tea and family reading around warm fires (and I recommend many more of his works).   Never 
ending winters need some warmth.  Still those words seem to hold a bit of the eerie sentiment 
around our coronavirus gripped world this past year.  Life and its bustling activity froze and drove 
us to warmer confines away from one another.  It feels like an ice age with nothing to look forward 
to - except signs of change abound.  The dripping sounds of thawing social movement become 
louder with every vaccine.  Good news is coming. 
 Ice covers the world as I write this.  Texas has ground to a halt and school has not been in 
session all week.  The beauty of snowfall has accumulated into an icy confinement.  Our prayers 
are with so many.  Always winter, never – only this is not fantasy, Spring is just around the corner.   
 In our church calendar we have passed through the icy, mortal waters of Ash Wednesday 
and see more clearly the coldness of our sin.  We are proceeding through Lent to Easter.  Christ 
has come in our world and we now never need fear an endless winter.  In the resurrection, Hope 
springs eternal.  A collective thawing seems to be among us.   
 Psalm 147 speaks of so much of the grandness of God.  Take a moment and read it, this 
lamplighter is not going anywhere.  Did you read it?  Praise for our maker who calls the stars by 
name yet has time to bind up the broken hearted.  (And for any Narnia fans, substitute Aslan for 
God, Pair Caravel for Jerusalem, Narnia for Israel, and insert your favorite Narnian creature then 
read it again - maybe CS Lewis had some specific inspiration).  Then this word: 
 He sends his word and melts them; 
      he stirs up his breezes, and the waters flow. 
 The time has come for a thaw and new movement.  Indeed, new beginnings are before us.  
God’s word and our current moment calls us onward to spring forth.  We will be able to gather 
again in the coming months.  The world we will find will be different.  A year apart brings many 
changes.  What new life will we encounter?  What new truths will we wrestle with?  What 
regathered and new communities will form new shoots and roots?   
 Our conversation at Central on discipleship and loving our neighbors will continue.  
Following Jesus daily is something too profound and precious not to share.  What opportunities to 
share Jesus will we seize? Where might we be sent?  What new adventures will God call us to, 
together?  
This winter will soon be covered by new life.  Are you ready for these flowing waters? 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Joseph 



No Lamplighter?!
 We will not be having a Lamplighter for April, May, or June due to our office manager, 
Christin Hampton welcoming a baby into the world sometime in the coming weeks. During this 
time, we will be offering announcements and opportunities on our Central webpage – 
www.richmondcumc.com under Central News. Further, we will communicate our stories, 
devotionals, and check-ins via the blog found there. 
 We are all about to emerge not just from winter, but also from the distanced, coronavirus ice 
age.   There will be wonderful reunions, communal grief and celebration, and maybe some grace 
revealed especially for you.  As we will be without the Lamplighter, we invite you to chronicle how 
the Light of the World leads you during this time.  Whether it would be through journaling, 
devotionals, poetry, drawing, painting, building, or essay – please take time to mark how God 
meets you.   
 Then, as you feel led, we ask for the people of Central to share these works.  We will gather 
them as they come in to share on the blog, to create a future community devotional, and maybe to 
have a gallery of art and expression around emerging from this pandemic.  You are what make 
Central so special – an image bearing, adopted child of the Most High God.  We look forward to 
hearing from you. If you have anything you would like to have published, please email Pastor 
Joseph at joseph@richmondcumc.com or Carla Gillespie at carla@richmondcumc.com

Greetings from Madeleine, your Minister of Music!
 Here we are in the pensive season of Lent. Previously, we may have struggled with giving 
up coffee or chocolate, or “burying” our Alleluia’s. Now some of us struggle to cope with the social 
isolation of this pandemic. Previously, we could joyfully deliberate: “Do I want to go to that 
party/social engagement, or just sit around my home, eating ice cream and binge-watching Animal 
Planet?” Now, the choice has been made for us. But I hold hope that by the close of this year, we 
will be able to reconvene and socialize safely. There will just be a few more crummy months of not 
remembering if you washed your mask, or not… 
 Let me close with a prayer: God, we need you right now. We are scared and still feel 
uncertain and lost at times. We need your strength, comfort and guidance to get through all of this. 
May you touch all of our lives this month, and grant us patience, love, power and self-assurance. 
In Christ’s Name, Amen.



Central United Methodist Church Human Interest 
Stories: Ann Cashner

By: Madeleine Demetriades, Minister of Music

Madeleine: Tell me about your connection to Central. How long have you been a member?

Ann: I began attending Central when I was 12 years old. My family had attended a Presbyterian 
Church for many years during my early childhood, but became overly involved, burnt out and 
stopped attending. My sister had just recently begun attending Central’s youth group, and started 
bringing me along. The rest is history!

Madeleine: What Central groups are you presently involved in, and what do you enjoy most about 
them?

Ann: I’m in the Chancel Choir, and I definitely enjoy that! I feel it is not only personally fulfilling, but 
an important ministry. Music can speak to so many people in a variety of ways. I feel that I am 
accomplishing something for the Lord when I sing.

Photo Caption: Fun End of Season Bells and Chancel Choir Party at Ann’s house! Taken June 2019.

I’ve been the President of United Methodist Women for the last five years. I enjoy it because I like 
being with other women and engaging in educational discussions about important social justice 
issues. We complete many mission projects each year in order to raise money for local non-profit 
charities, as well as for the District and Local Conference, who complete mission work on local, 
national and international levels.

I was in the Amicus Sunday School class before everything got shut down due to the Corona-virus. 
We haven’t met for a year. The class is a lot of fun and has been around for nearly 55 years. I look 
forward to when we can resume in-person gatherings.

I also run the Altar Guild and make all of the banners. I’ve created about 35 through the years. 
When I taught, I loved to cut things out - I learned how to cut out letters of the alphabet. I thought 



to myself, “Surely there’s somewhere else I can utilize this skill aside from creating fun bulletin 
boards for my classroom.” So I made a banner, put it up, and have made them ever since.

Photo Caption: Some examples of Ann’s homemade banners throughout the years

Madeleine: What is a favorite memory of your work with United Methodist Women?

Ann: Getting involved with Creative Hands. They work tirelessly to create and sell a variety of 
items; 100% of the proceeds going toward our important mission work, and our annual budget. 
They have a very unique perspective to life, and I always love to sit and talk with them. 

Madeleine: You were a teacher. In fact, you taught Kindergarten to our office manager, Christin 
Hampton! What did you enjoy most about teaching? 

Ann: I come from a very artistic family. My dad was an artist, my brother is a Shakespearean actor, 
my other brother is an internationally known woodworker, and my sister is a painter. I always loved 
doing art projects with kids. I taught mostly Kindergarten and nearly every day we did something 
artsy. I also love reading to children. There’s something about the hush that comes over the room 
when one is reading a really good story. I would always do different voices for all of the characters!

Madeleine: Can you talk about a fond memory of Richmond in the old days?

Ann: Duane Hodgin, a member of Central, has written many books; one of which was about 
Richmond in the 1950’s and 1960’s. I wrote the book’s forward, talking about memories from my 
childhood. What I remember best is the sense of freedom that we had to basically go anywhere, 
and do anything we wanted. I remember riding my bike across National Road/Route 40 to the 
candy store and back, every day. We ran all around the neighborhood, playing hide and seek and 
cops and robbers with the neighborhood kids. We climbed trees, made toys out of sticks, and 
stayed out past when the street lights began to glow. It was immensely fun being a kid and growing 
up in Richmond, Indiana.

It was so much fun to sit down with Ann and learn more about her life in Richmond, as well all that 
she does for Central United Methodist Church! If you have interest in being the next subject of 
Central’s Human Interest Stories Series, please contact Madeleine at the following email address: 
madeleine@richmondcumc.com 



UMW Meeting
Join us on Thursday, March 11th from 9:00am - 12:00pm for Creative Hands and then from 
12:00pm - 1:00pm for lunch (Reservations needed). From 1:10pm - 1:30pm we will have a short 
business meeting followed by our guest speaker, Alisa Clapp-Itnyre, at 1:30pm. Alisa Clapp-Itnyre 
will teach us about CLIMATE JUSTICE. Alisa teaches a class on the environment at the college 
level.  She has lots of knowledge to give to us and constructive ideas we can implement daily to 
help save our planet.

Creative Hands
Creative hands will be meeting the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month, 9 through lunch, as 
we continue working on projects to support our local charities. Please watch for announcements 
in the bulletins and weekly announcements.

Fireside Conversations
2021 brings not just a new year, but also a renewed opportunity to gather. Every Monday at 
1:30pm we will be gathering by the fireplace and on Zoom to share and discuss whatever may be 
on your heart or mind.  Feel free to drop in here and there or attend weekly or invite someone new.  
There is no topic off limits as we conspire about what Jesus is about. For 2021, any remaining time 
in the hour will be focused on Practicing the Way of Jesus. We will go through every command of 
Jesus and wrestle with how we can obey them here and now. For more questions, contact Pastor 
Joseph (joseph@richmondcumc.com). 
Zoom meeting link – https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81236087134
meeting ID – 812 3608 7134

Real Discipleship Survey
The Real Discipleship Survey is an instrument designed to support the development of maturing 
disciples at both the personal and congregational levels. It measures the level of maturity in each 
of six dimensions of discipleship: Worship, Hospitality, Open to Jesus, Obeying Jesus, Service, 
and Generosity. The Indiana Conference has purchased a conference-wide license which makes 
the survey free for all INUMC churches and congregants! You can find the links to the Real 
Discipleship Survey and the Instructions on our website at richmondcumc.com/exploring/

Community Emergency Relief Room
A big thank you goes out to our youth group for sorting and sizing our children’s clothing. It was 
greatly needed. Recently, assistance has been provided to two large families. Several household 
and kitchen items were provided to them, so that is currently our focus for donations. Think, if I 
were to lose everything, what would I need to replace. Those are the type of items we need to 
have on hand for future recipients. In closing, as a reminder, the Emergency Relief Room is a 
CUMC mission. While many referrals do come through the American Red Cross, it is not a Red 
Cross program. Your continued support of this mission is greatly needed and appreciated.



IMPORTANT MISSION EXPERIENCE INFORMATION
Middle School:  July 8th-11th
High School:  South Dakota-July 17th-25th
ARE YOU GOING? I NEED TO KNOW IF YOU ARE PARTICIPATING BY MARCH 17th!
Plane tickets have to be reserved via group purchase and April is the end of our opportunity.  
We have less time than usual to prepare for these experiences due to covid restrictions and 
awaiting the possibility of planning and fundraising. I need commitments from students by March 
17th. That gives you 1 month to discuss and place this trip into your calendar.  I realize that sports 
will already be in session for many of you, but I urge you to take a religious exemption from 
practice and join something that is life-altering in a powerful way!

Watch for details for our VIRTUAL BINGO in APRIL 

HOPE TO SEE YOU ON SUNDAYS FOR TRIBE
5pm-7pm at Central UMC every week
*watch your emails for special events*

  

Run, walk, or crawl and record the results on Saturday, April 3rd
$25 per person

Participate as a donation to missions for all or let me know the student you are supporting
Register at TRIBEyouthIndiana@gmail.com

If you have paypal, you may pay with the above email address or, if you prefer, 
send a check, by March 31st, to

Central UMC-TRIBE
1425 E. Main

Richmond, IN 47374

*Flyers will be available for youth to share on Social Media or to hand out*
Start spreading the news to friends and family!

Virtual 5K
All proceeds benefit

TRIBE Missions Experiences
for Summer 2021
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