“I’m stunned.’ ‘We need to stop everything now!’ ‘It’s unprecedented.’ 'At least there’s cheap travel.’ ‘I
trust in our medical system.’ I feel like I’m watching a slow-moving pile-up.’ ‘The news is swamping me like
a breached dam.’ Isn’t it just a bad flu?’ ‘What now?’
The responses to the outbreak of the novel coronavirus have piled up and varied widely in the past few
weeks. From the sidelines, it is easy to pick apart those responses which don’t align with our own. They come
from places of hope, fear, greed, opportunism, faith, sorrow, ignorance and more. Yet, being a proper critic
no longer has the same appeal. Over a short period of time these vastly different emotions and personalities
have coalesced into a more subdued, comprehensive resignation. Tears, more than words, seem
appropriate.
As a people of faith we have a vocabulary woven into our story to approach these times. The Bible
shows us time and time again we can bring our tears and pain to God. Jesus cries out in the Garden. The
Prophets cry out over the destruction and folly they see. The Psalms are full of Laments,
How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts
and day after day have sorrow in my heart?
How long will my enemy triumph over me?
Look on me and answer, LORD my God.
Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death,
and my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,”
and my foes will rejoice when I fall.
But I trust in your unfailing love;
my heart rejoices in your salvation.
I will sing the LORD’s praise,
for he has been good to me.
-Psalm 13

We can trust our God with our frustration and struggle, fears and doubts, pain and tears. Before his
gaze, grace, love and memory come to the surface to reorient ourselves on a deeper hope. We are not alone.
The reality of the resurrection deepens this hope which strengthens us to face whatever the news might bring
with our eyes fully open. Friends, we are in this new reality for the foreseeable future. As followers of Jesus,
we will get through it together.
I have found myself reflecting on Esther these past few days. In this short book, the Jewish people in
exile are threatened with annihilation by Haman, the king’s chief advisor. Mordecai, a Jew receives word of
the threat and brings it to his niece Esther, the queen, for action:
When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, he sent back this answer: “Do not think that because
you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain silent at this time, relief
and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And
who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?”

Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for
me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When this is done,
I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.”
So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions. (Esther 4:12-17)
For whatever reason, thousands and more are suffering from Covid-19 around the world. I don’t like it,
but we are here. Our daily life and existence have been interrupted to deal with this stark reality. All of
humanity shares a common bond in this moment against this threat. We can sit in fear projecting that threat
upon all who surround us, waiting for help to arise from another quarter, or we can trust in the Lord and take
action come what may. I believe Christians of all stripes are answering the call of building for tomorrow by
being actively present in such a time as this. God is at work through His people.
Let me be clear, this does not mean we throw CDC guidelines to the wind. We are a people of truth and
these guidelines will aid in our fight against the spread of the virus. Further, we are not all called to risk our
lives so boldly as Esther. Some of us will. Not all of us are called to be Mordecai and be messengers, yet some
of us will speak boldly. Some of us will yield to fear, and there will be grace in abundance as we return together
in the months to come. Most of us are called to the crucial work of daily sacrifice and support. Praying, giving,
fasting, connecting, and serving to corporately discern God’s will and be present where needed whether in
person, in voice, or in spirit. In each of our acts of obedience, we fight back this virus’ threat to humanity by
being love in a time of need.
Further, what once has been will be changing. With the new guidelines handed down until May 1st, we
will not be gathering in April. We can grieve this loss while responding hopefully to God’s call. In this season,
being the church means we must embrace our distribution. We have been spread out as communal seeds
miles around our building at 1425 E Main St. We will continue to offer services and teachings and resources
while every household continues in deepening their daily walk with Jesus. Community growth from this will
spread as we are faithful. Being together is still critical, so connecting with one another will involve learning
new technology. Zoom, Google hangouts, and Facetime are already becoming regular gathering places. We
are continuing to lean into Realm at Central and are excited at what we will be able to do with it as more of us
continue to sign up for a Realm account and update our pictures and information (look to our blog for a video
presentation on how to do this). It has been and will be frustrating, but it will get better as we try, try again.
The same goes for connecting in person. Being actively present looks like getting creative in how we connect
with our neighbors. Getting the mail at the same time, taking walks on opposite sides of the road, helping with
yard work, conversing through windows, and other creative exchanges bubbling up will carry the day.

Everywhere we look the world is changing. Let us be part of that change. Let us continue to keep our
salt salty and our lights shining brightly from all of our houses. I believe the dawn of the post-covid reality will
find Central lighting up a meaningful way forward. Let us light up our homes, our neighborhoods, Richmond,
and beyond with a loving response which all will see and give glory to our God!
We are in this together with a good God. It will be hard. There will be more tears. Our loving God will
not leave us or forsake us. I love you. I am praying for you.
In Christ’s love, Pastor Joseph

In this newsletter, the Central UMC staff composed a daily devotional for Holy Week. Being unable to
gather as we always have, we wanted to offer a few steps on a journey we can walk together. Feel free to
grab a journal to spend further space on the questions offered and the movement of the Holy Spirit in your
devotion. Take your time. We pray the times offered are a blessing to you and your families.
April 5th, 2020 - Palm Sunday
Tune into the worship service at 10:00am on Facebook or watch thereafter on our website. What are your
thoughts from this time?
Read Matthew 21:1-11. The whole city was asking, “Who is this?” How would Richmond answer that question
today about Jesus?
Re-read this passage, but this time imagine where you are standing as Jesus enters the city. What do you
notice in this reading?
Re-read it one more time. This time imagine what it would have been like to realize in that moment the
fulfillment of passages Zechariah 9:9 and Psalm 118:25-26 through this man from Nazareth. What do you
feel?
Prayer:
God, we thank you for the celebration of your Son, our King. Though the Hosannas turned to Crucify Him and
though the world still ignores Him from time to time, let us always lift up His beautiful name, Jesus. Let us
celebrate this day!

April 6th, 2020 - Read Micah 6:6-8
When I was a kid, I would often beg my mom for candy at the grocery store check-out aisle. I badly
needed to experience the new flavor of skittles, or razzles. I would be persistent - as she and I laboriously put
items up on the conveyor belt, I would say: how can I get you to say yes? Do you want me to wash the dishes?
Take the trash out? Re-shingle the roof? She would often relent and thus I would get my wish (and a cavity or
two).
Upon reading the above passage from Micah, the people of Israel reminded me of myself as a child:
whiny, persistent and desperate. The Israelites are so keen on figuring out what to offer God. They keep
making suggestions, each one zanier and more blasphemous than the last: cows, goats, olive oil rivers, a
baby, etc. Then Micah comes in with the answer: no money. No possessions, in fact. Certainly no babies. He
just needs the people to be just, merciful and humble. For us today, when we feel that we have fallen short of
pleasing God we many times turn to forms of religiosity – going to church more often, spending hours in
prayer, giving more money, etc. We tell God “I’ll do anything, just don’t make me change.” But God has told us
what he requires of us. We are to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God.
Questions:
What surprised you about this scripture?
Have there been instances in your life when you felt like the Israelites?
How can you apply what you’ve learned to your daily life?
Prayer:
Dear God, may we have the discernment and wisdom to act with justice, to show mercy and to be humble in
the presence of You. In Christ’s Name We Pray, Amen.

April 7th, 2020 - Read Hebrews 10:19-39
I went on Emmaus walk several years ago while living in Texas. It was an incredible experience, to say
the least. I remember many of the talks and nearly all of the experiences they guided us through. However,
there is one experience, in particular, that is vivid in my mind to this day. We sang a song at each session
about receiving a new name. The lyrics are as follows:
I will change your name, You shall no longer be called
Wounded, outcast, lonely or afraid
I will change your name, Your new name shall be
Confidence, joyfulness, overcoming one,
faithfulness, friend of God, one who seeks my face!
This song spoke straight to my heart. I longed to grow so close to God that the voices of the world were
drowned out. I wanted to hear His loving voice so loudly that I heard nothing else, especially my own critical
words. As the weekend progressed, and as the talks centered more deeply on who Christ called us to be, the
final talk was about our new name. After this particular speaker finished, the leadership team came to each
table with a basket. In the basket were wrapped bracelets with one of these “new” names on it. Each person
took a bag having no knowledge of what name they received. We went around our small group table and
opened our bags. Each woman received a new name that perfectly fit the struggle she had described during
the weekend. The stories across the room were the same. The breath of the Holy Spirit felt so close!
I received the new name, faithfulness! I cannot begin to tell you how much this new name has
encouraged me over the years. I have followed God’s call into ministry when most of those around me
discouraged that decision. I have moved many times to do the ministry that God has led me to, along with my
family. There have been many, many times that I have wanted to quit and go get a “regular” job. I have been
criticized, hurt, and beaten down by many along the way. I have felt as though my work for the Lord was
producing no fruit. I have watched tragedies occur in the lives of the youth I love. I have watched my family
endure suffering in many forms.
BUT! That is not the end of my story! God has continued to bless and bring hope even in the darkest
hours. I know He hears me and sees the work that I do for Him, even when it is hard and undesirable to
continue. That bracelet is a constant reminder that my new name is FAITHFULNESS and that God is with me
every step of the way! Hebrews 10:23 says: “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who
promised is faithful.” Our God is faithful and will keep His promises. He will be with us as we walk through this
journey. He will provide everything we need to do His work and share His love with others. It may not be easy,
but I know that God is the only hope and that we must let others know!
Be encouraged this day! Know that our AWESOME GOD is right by your side and will fill you with hope
as you faithfully follow His lead. What new name might He give you to finish the race?!
Questions:
In what ways has your perseverance been tested over time?
Do you trust that God keeps his promises? Which promise is the hardest for you to believe?
Where do you think you are right now, scale 1-10, in being unswerving in your hope that God is who He claims
to be?
Prayer:
Faithful and worthy God, I come to you now, acknowledging that You are exactly who You claim to be and that
is worthy of my praise and adoration. Thank you for being a God in whom I can place ALL of my trust! Thank
you for never giving up on me when I lose faith or hope in Your promises. Help me become transformed into
a more faithful follower. Guide me into a deeper trust in You and the promises of Your word. Lead me into
submission and help me set aside my will and ideals for Yours. In your worthy name, Amen

April 8th, 2020 - Read Romans 5:1-11
After you read, reflect on what it means to you as you color in the image below. Use whatever you have
available; pens, pencil, crayons, or markers. There is no right or wrong way to color it in.
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free coloring pages at flandersfamily.info

Prayer:
Creator of the universe, you made the world in beauty, and restore all things in glory through the
victory of Jesus Christ. We pray that, wherever your image is still disfigured by poverty, sickness,
selfishness, war, and greed, the new creation in Jesus Christ may appear in justice, love, and peace,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

April 9, 2020 - Maundy Thursday
Traditionally, we at Central would gather on this day to share Communion in memory of the night Christ
instituted it. Take time with your family, in conversation over the phone with friends, or in solitude to wrestle
with the words and events of that night. Maybe put together elements of a Seder meal or grab a loaf of bread
and grapes for a ‘love feast’ of sorts to share with one another as you give space for the Word, questions,
stories and reflection.
Read John 13:1-17
In some ways, Jesus earthly ministry was culminated in this moment. A life of service magnified its force on
those who so wanted to serve Jesus. The master bent his knee and took a towel. How cleansing this love.
Have you ever had a boss or parent or mentor stoop down in loving service to clean your mess?
What does it mean that the creator of the Universe is willing to do this for you...out of love...time and time
again?
Read John 13:31-35
Jesus takes the celebration of the exodus and invites other exiles to be free.The Bread of Life broke the bread
of the Passover meal and freely gave its liberation to billions who followed. How hopeful this sacrifice. He
challenges us to do the same and to love one another. So simple and pure. What exciles in your life do you
find hard to release in living out this new command?
Yet, this command was not then end of that day. Jesus offered many more comforting and sobering words
(John 14-17). Jesus wrestled with temptation in the Garden (). Jesus was arrested, tried, and spent the night
at Caiphas’s house in bonds. The Way, the Truth, and the Life allowed himself to be in a deadly place, under
false pretences, with no way out...for us. Read Psalm 88. What did you feel?
How does this square with the hope and comfort we find in Jesus other words?
Prayer:
Father, we thank you for the love you have shown us in your son Jesus. May we all love one another more.
Lord, we also thank you for allowing us to struggle before you in both sorrow and joy. You are always with us
and always calling us to new creation. We love you. Amen.

April 10, 2020 – Good Friday. Service at 6:15pm on Zoom
Today we will have our Good Friday Service in a new way for these new times. We will be gathering on
Zoom, a video conferencing software. The link to join will be both on our Facebook page and website along
with a guide on how to use Zoom. Alternatively, you can call in from any phone to hear the service by dialing
(301-715-8592) and entering the ID (867 161 010). Today’s devotional readings will lead into that service or
deepen the experience thereafter.
Read John 18:28-John 19:42. Take ten minutes in solitude to reflect on the love which motivated Jesus to
receive such violence.
Read Psalm 22. Take ten more minutes to bring whatever is on your heart before God. Then write whatever
He speaks to you.
Prayer:
Dear God, it is hard to imagine the events leading up to the crucifixion. It pains me to let such pain be present
in my life. Thank you for this sacrifice which taught us once and for all true love bleeds. Though I stand here
knowing of the glory and hope of the resurrection, I still grieve this loss and the many others since that day.
You are good. Amen.

Therefore I Will Hope
A Blessing for Holy Saturday
I have no cause
to linger beside
this place of death,
no reason
to keep vigil
where life has left,
and yet I cannot go,
cannot bring myself
to cleave myself
from here,
can only pray
that this waiting
might yet be a blessing
and this grieving
yet a blessing
and this stone
yet a blessing
and this silence
yet a blessing
still.
—Jan Richardson

April 11th, 2020 - Holy Saturday
Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24
How quickly we rush to the next thing. As if we are
pushing off from the side of the pool, ready to begin our
stroke to win the race, we strive to move from the
heartache, the uncomfortable, the pain, the deep sorrow,
wanting to leave it all behind. It’s not bad to want to move
on, to want to head towards something where we feel
better. The good thing is that we know there is something
that transcends beyond what we are trying to get past. The
resurrection gives us hope for the future. Good will
transpire. Possibilities abound.
Take comfort in what is to come, but wait. Sit in the
presence of the Holy One on your Saturday, the in
between time. Don’t move past the space and time made
for longing and lament, yet do not be consumed by them.
In this time, may you come to appreciate that glory comes
in the morning. Jesus loves you and has died for you, and
will come back for you.
Questions:
What do you long for?
When you are in a season of lament, how do you live into
God’s hope of being redeemed?
Prayer:
Redeeming God, I long. I lament. I pray to not be
consumed by these. I remember. I hope. You, oh Lord, are
my portion. I will wait for you. Thank you for loving me.
Amen.

April 12, 2020 - Resurrection Day!
Join us for our special online Easter celebration at 10am on Facebook
He is risen!
Can you imagine? Going to visit a grave to bring flowers and finding the grave dug up and people
telling you death no longer reigned? This is our claim. Death has been defeated. Our savior lives! Jesus
died. Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus will come again. All due to his sacrifice and resurrection. This is
good news! We can cling to the love of the Father, the teaching of the Son, and the power of the Holy Spirit
for the living water and abundant life they offer, come what may. Let us celebrate!
Phone a friend and share what this good news means to you. Cook a feast for your household to
commemorate. Give in new ways to those on the margins to spread the news all is becoming new. Read
and re-read the resurrection stories in scripture. Create a celebratory work in whatever medium or hobby you
love. Put on your favorite praise song and dance for joy. Though we may not gather, we can rejoice together!
The tomb is empty! No virus can keep our joy from being made manifest. “Where, o death is your victory?
Where, O death, is your sting? Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!”
Halelujah!
He is risen indeed!

Announcements
TRIBE News
TRIBE Update Our students are pulled in so many technological directions during this time away from
normal routines. They are e-learning, FaceTiming, TikToking, throwing out friend questionarres, zooming,
and much more. Ananda and I have decided to catch them in any way we can! Here is a schedule for how
we will be connecting with youth and their families during this time. The TRIBE Facebook account will recount
Sunday evening Zoom’s prayer concerns. It will also be a source of encouragement and resources primarily
for parents. Instagram will be our main platform for reaching students. We will meet on zoom on Sunday
evenings from 5:30-6:30 for games and prayer. We will also post a God moment each day of the week!
Sunday:
Marvelous Monday:
Tantrum Tuesday:
Wail Wednesday:
Fun Friday:
Silly Saturday:

Worship online and zoom
a Scripture about God’s character or one of His names
release what’s annoying you the most during this time and replace it with
the posted gratitude scripture.
a link to a YouTube and an opportunity to belt out praise along with it.
Thoughtful Thursday: a live devo from one of the youth leaders.
a contest
a silly challenge to complete and post Feel free to follow us @Tribe18 on
instagram to join in the encouragement!

From Administrative council
We are confident Central will shine brightly for Jesus in these uncertain days. We are praying for you
all and are available for any inquiry.
~Your Administrative Council
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Red Cross Blood Drive
Central will be hosting a blood drive on Tuesday,
April 14th between 10am – 3pm. To sign-up go to
https://www.redcrossblood.org/ and type 47374 in
the red “find a blood drive” box in the top right.
From there you can select your time or another
date and location if the 14th is not convenient for
you. For any questions, contact Central at
765-962-8543

Live Online Gathering Opportunities

Food Pantry Re-opens!
Prayers have been answered for many as the
Community Food Pantry voted to re-open under
new guidelines on Wednesdays and Thursdays
from 1-3. Our Central representative, Dave Shaw,
has been spearheading this effort and is busy
preparing for the reopening April 1st. Please keep
him, the volunteers, and those needing food in
these hard times in your prayers. If you feel called
to serve in the coming weeks, please contact
Central at 765-962-8543

Tuesday
10:00am – Musical Worship with Madeleine on
Facebook

Sunday
10:00am – Worship Service on Facebook
5:00pm – Youth Group with Sheri on Zoom
Monday
1:30pm – Bible Connection with Pastor Joseph
on Zoom

Wednesday
12:00pm – Mid-week Connection with Staff on
Facebook
Thursday
2:00pm – Musical Worship with Madeleine on
Facebook
8:00pm – Thoughtful Thursday with Pastor Jen
on Facebook

