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UMW raised $3,600 for mission with our last pop-up!
On Nov. 18, after church in the parlor, we will be 
selling nuts, noodles, knives, and all the Christmas 
items left over from the last pop-up.  Think Christmas 
gifts!

Spice Up Their Christmas!
In November and December, I will be collecting 
donations of spices for the Indiana Women’s Prison 
Christmas bags.  The women loved the spices last 
year, which they used to cook in the microwave ovens 
in their dorms.  Plastic or paper containers, only, NO 
glass. Suggestions are: cinnamon, garlic powder, 
onion powder or flakes, Italian seasoning, taco 
seasoning, lemon pepper, chili seasoning.  There will 
be a box in the church office. You can get spices for 
$1 a bottle at Dollar Tree and on the bottom shelf of 
the spices area at Walmart. Thank you from the 
bottom of my heart, Ann Cashner

Henderson Settlement Needs You!
We just returned from a wonderful week at the 
settlement.  If you would like to come on the next 
mission trip, mark your calendar for May 19-25.  The 
cost is approximately $250 per person, which 
includes room and meals. The settlement is only a 4 
1/2 hour drive from Richmond. There is something to 
do for everyone!  We need carpenters, construction 
workers, quilters, gardeners, and people to sort and 
hang up clothing in the thrift shop. Please consider 
joining us for a short term mission trip. Contact Ann or 
Randy Cashner at 765-962-8458

Creative Hands
Creative Hands will meet November 8th  to get ready 
for the pop-up on the 18th,  (Thanksgiving is on the 
4th Thursday – Happy Thanksgiving ) and on 
November 29th to get ready for the UMW Christmas 
Tea.

Friends Fellowship Service
November 8th at 3:00 is our quarterly church service 
at Friends Fellowship in the Assembly Room. You are 
welcome to come worship and visit with members of 
our church who live at FFC.

POP-UP November 18TH
before Sunday School, before church, and after the 
service. Pecans, noodles, some knives, and lovely 
hand made tree ornaments, hostess gifts, snowmen, 
Santas, pillows, pictures. 
P.S. If you would like to shop our holiday selections 
and can’t make the pop-up, contact Shanron Rider or 
Martha Hayes.

Upcoming UMW Events
Nov. 9-10—Christmas Village at the Kuhlman 
Center—the proceeds support regional crafters and 
GENESIS  

Nov. 17—Pancake Breakfast at O’Charlie’s—Tickets: 
$5.00 all proceeds go to Genesis of Richmond

NOODLES • NUTS • KNIVES • HOLIDAY

BLACK
FRIDAY

UMW
UMW

UMW

BLACK
FRIDAY

UMW
UMW

UMW

UMW

CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1425 EAST MAIN STREET
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 18TH

8AM - AFTER WORSHIP



"Instead, desire first and foremost 
God’s kingdom and God’s 

righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well."

- Matthew 6:33 (CEB)

 The General Conference of the United 
Methodist Church is the governing body for the entire, 
world-wide denomination.  It is the only official body 
that can speak for the United Methodist Church 
(UMC).  It meets every four years (the last time in 
2016) to make decision about the governance of the 
UMC, budgets for the denomination, policies related to  
global issues, mission emphases, etc.  The issues of 
human sexuality have been debated at General 
Conferences for the past 40 years.  At the last General 
Conference, the Council of Bishops (the body of all 
bishops in the UMC from around the world) called for a 
Special Session of General Conference to be held 
February 23-26, 2019 in St. Louis, Missouri.  
Delegations of clergy and laity from all the Annual 
Conferences will gather to receive and act on a report 
from the Commission on the Way Forward.  The 
32-member Commission was authorized by the 2016 
General Conference and appointed by the Council of 
Bishops to examine paragraphs in The Book of 
Discipline (the UMC 'rule book') concerning human 
sexuality and explore options to strengthen the unity of 
the church.
 Ultimately, the question that the special session 
of the General Conference will be discussing is the 
UMC's relationship with people who are LGBTQIA+ 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex, 
and asexual).  The final report by the Commission on 
the Way Forward was released this spring and it 
contains three main proposals.  
•The One Church Plan, supported by the majority of 
the Commission on the Way Forward and the Council 
of Bishops, attempts to resolve our current impasse by 
allowing annual conferences, congregations, and 
clergy to make contextual decisions about same-sex 
marriage and the ordination of LGBTQIA+ candidates 
for ministry.
•The Connectional Conference Plan creates three 
separate jurisdictions (progressive, conservative, and 
moderate) based upon theology but under the United 
Methodist umbrella.
•The Traditionalist Plan strengthens the current 
language in our Book of Discipline to ensure greater 

accountability and stricter enforcement at every level 
of the UMC.
Nobody has a crystal ball that can predict what 
decision(s), or even no decision(s), may come out of 
the Special Session in February, but I wanted you to 
be aware of that it is taking place.  If you would like to 
know more details, please talk to me or Pastor Jen.  
You can also find more details including the full 
93-page report at umc.org.
 So what does this mean for Central?  At this 
point, it means nothing aside from the fact that a 
Special Session of General Conference will take 
place in February 2019.  Even if changes to The Book 
of Discipline are adopted, they will need to be ratified 
by a majority of Annual Conferences and likely not 
take effect until the latter part of 2020.  My own 
opinion on the matter is that we need to spend more 
time doing as Jesus said in Matthew 6:33 by "desire 
first and foremost God’s kingdom and God’s 
righteousness."  While the issues being debated are 
very real and affect the lives of many people, this  
should not be our primary focus as the church.  My 
prayer for Central and the UMC is that we engage in 
this conversation together.  We will certainly not all 
agree and in all likelihood there will be people who 
may decide to leave the UMC depending on what 
decisions are made, but at this time there is really 
nothing for us to decide as the congregation of 
Central UMC.  Our main focus now, and hopefully well 
into the future, is to continue to seek God's will and 
share the Gospel of Jesus with the community around 
us.  Regardless of what the General Conference may 
or may not do in the months and years ahead, I pray 
that our faithfulness to God and God's mission will 
always be most important.
 Finally if you are interested in attending, 
Bishop Julius Trimble will be leading a conversation 
for our district on Saturday, December 1.  It will take 
place at Union Chapel UMC (4622 N Broadway Ave., 
Muncie, IN 47303) from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
IN CHRIST
Pastor Tom



Let’s challenge each other to JUMP into action.  
Whether you’re working full-time, part-time, retired, 
young, not-so-young, whether you “goo-goo” over 
kids, or not, whether you’re able to literally jump or 
not…  There’s something we all can do, so let’s do it…
Let’s see what God has planned… Let’s JUMP.
~Jim Puckett

Did you know?
If a person has an IRA and is at least 70 years old, 
they are required to take a reasonable and customary 
withdrawal for each year after 70, which their IRA rep 
can do for them. If they make a donation to a non 
profit 501C3, such as a church or another 
organization of their choosing, their donation is tax 
exempt. 

Annual Teacher Appreciation Dinner
Mark your calendars for this annual tradition! 
Tuesday, November 27th at 5:30pm is this year's 
teacher appreciation dinner. Students in grades 
preschool through 7th are invited to ask their teacher 
to join them for dinner. In the past, this meal has been 
done in May, but because this is a great opportunity 
for students and teachers to get to know one another, 
we did not want to wait until the end of the school year 
to nurture these relationships. Invitations are 
available in Sunday School, the church office, and 
from Pastor Jen. We are asking families to bring a 
dessert to share and for families who are a part of the 
church to stay to help with clean up after the meal. 
Please RSVP by Monday, November 19th. See 
Pastor Jen with any questions.

Dear Central Family,
Thank you for your gestures of appreciation to each of 
us. We are grateful for the reception, tokens of 
appreciation, and thank you cards received. Your 
generosity and care for us has not gone unnoticed. 
We are blessed to serve alongside you in ministry. 
Gratefully, The Staff (Tom, Sheri, Christin, Jen, 
Madeleine, Billy, and Greg)

This past Sunday, I was really excited to be able to 
introduce JUMP to the congregation during worship.  
JUMP: Jesus Uniting Mission & People, involves a 
focused mission initiative for Central.  I believe this is 
the initiative or direction God is calling all of us to be 
part of at Central.  The team, Pastor Jen and I are 
looking forward to getting all of your ideas and inputs 
about how Central can JUMP into this mission.
The schedule for small group discussions look like 
this:
Sunday, November 11; 9:00am:  AGAPE, 
Cornerstone, Christian Under Construction Classes.
Wednesday, November 14; 6:00pm:  Open to all, in 
the Parlor
Sunday, November 18; 9:00am:  Koinonia Class
Sunday, November 25; 9:00am:  Amicus Class
The tag line is really important, JUMP is meant to 
UNITE us as a PEOPLE in one MISSION and to 
UNITE us to the PEOPLE God loves.
Reaching out to the children in our community is really 
important, as we all know.  We see it every day.  I 
believe if we want to curb the decay in Richmond, and 
beyond, we HAVE to reach out and build relationships 
with the Children.  We have to let them know that God 
loves them and because God loves them, we do too.
There’s also the selfish reason for JUMP…  Central’s 
legacy…  What do we want that to be?
I want Central’s legacy to be the church that didn’t 
ignore what was happening in its neighborhood.  I 
want Central to NOT be the church that closed its 
doors because it refused to change and challenge 
itself.
I want Central to be known as the church that loved 
people because God first loved us.
Maybe It’s time to stop being so modest.  I know God 
doesn’t want us to brag, but does God not want 
people to know where we come from and why we’re 
doing what we do?

“I’m from Central United Methodist 
Church, and I’m doing this 

because God loves you and since 
He does, I do too!”

JUMP
Jesus Uniting Mission & People



TRIBE has been studying “Things I have always 
wanted to know!” in our regular Sunday night 
gatherings.  We have discussed things like:

Is believing in Jesus the only way to Heaven?
 If Jesus was God, why did he have to die?

Can I believe in evolution and still be a Christian?

And much more!  It is great to grow together in our 
faith journey.  We spent some time over Fall Break at 
Skyzone, hiking in the metroparks, and serving at 
Northside CC’s clothing pantry.    

MYSTERY DESSERT THEATER
“Cookin’ Up Christmas”
A celebrity cook-off competition where you are the 
judge! Come meet “Rochelle” Ray, “Patty” Deen, and 
“Gordy” Whimsey Saturday, December 1 At FAITH 
TRINITY 2pm matinee performance, 6pm 
performance

Tickets will be available during November at all 3 
churches on Sunday mornings and through the 
secretaries.  They will be $10 for adults and $5 for 
children.  Your ticket will go towards the annual youth 
mission experience in July.  Your ticket will include the 
show, homemade dessert choices, and coffee or tea.
  
**ALL STUDENTS GOING ON THE MISSION TRIP 
WILL BE REQUIRED TO MAKE 4 HOMEMADE 
DESSERTS AND HELP WITH SET-UP, SERVING, 
AND CLEAN-UP for this event.  THIS EVENT WILL 
COUNT AS 25% of your participation points for 
receiving scholarship funds for the trip.  

Regular Meeting Schedule for TRIBE
Sundays:
November 4th, 11th,18th
December 2nd, 9th
December 16th:  Christmas Party at the Lindahl’s

Calendar of Events
11/1 UMW Meeting    9:30am
11/3 David Connolly Talk    12:00pm
11/6 Preschool Board Meeting   6:00pm
11/7 Pastor’s Study    10:00am
11/8 Creative Hands    9:00am
11/8 Soup Kitchen    9:00am
11/10 Bread Baking    8:00am
11/12 Monday Morning Connection  9:00am
11/12 Medical Monday    1:00pm
11/14 Pastor’s Study    10:00am
11/14 Lunch Bunch     11:30am
11/15 Friendship Circle    10:00am
11/18 UMW Pop-Up    8:00am
11/20 Bread Basket    4:30pm
11/20 Trustees Meeting    6:30pm
11/21 Pastor’s Study    10:00am
11/22 CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING
11/23 CLOSED FOR THANKSGIVING
11/27 Teacher Apprieciation Dinner  5:00pm
11/28 Lamplighter Assembly   10:00am
11/28 Pastor’s Study    10:00am

Greeters
TBD

Scripture Readers
11/4 Sally Sayre
11/11 BJ Toms
11/18 Philip Scott
11/25 Ted Halsted

Ushers
11/4 Rick Eyer, Phil Scott, Jackie Scott,
 Roger Clark, Beryl Wesler
11/11 Lowell Robinson, Sam Willman, Jim Puckett,  
 Jamie Puckett, Dylan Puckett, Philip Weimer
11/18 Lowell Robinson, Sam Willman, Jim Puckett,  
 Jamie Puckett, Dylan Puckett, Philip Weimer
11/25 Electa Berk, Larry Parker. Linda Witter, 
 Jim Robinson, Lester Robinson

Altar Guild
Fred Chatfield


