


 “I have told you all this so that you may have 
peace in me. Here on earth you will have many 
trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I 
have overcome the world.” – John 16:33 (NLT)
 
 Depending on the translation of the Bible 
that you read, the second sentence of John 16:33 
gets translated a number of ways.  The King 
James says “tribulations”; in the NIV it is 
“troubles”; and the NRSV reads “persecutions.”  I 
think my favorite rending of this sentence is from 
Eugene Peterson’s the Message, “In this godless 
world you will continue to experience difficulties.”  
I often find myself fighting (and losing) the urge to 
make sarcastic comments.  Please do not think 
that I have anything less than love and respect for 
Jesus, but at times this statement makes me 
want to shout, “Really?!  Thank you Captain 
Obvious!”  
 Life is a gift and a blessing in spite of the 
ups and downs that we face.  We all face our 
share of tribulations, troubles, and persecutions.  
We might name them differently.  We might call it 
heart-break, physical pain, sorrow, depression, 
anger, unemployment, abandonment, or any 
other number of difficulties.  Unfortunately, when 
the difficulties come it is easy to overlook the 
good that we have experienced.  In fact, even 
when there is far more good than difficulties, we 
sometimes struggle to focus on anything except 
the difficulties.  The truth is that they can be 
overwhelming and seem insurmountable.  
 Jesus was not making light of those 
situations when he spoke those words about the 
difficulties that we would face.  In fact, this 
passage is the conclusion of what is known as his 

Farewell Discourse.  It is Jesus’ final teachings 
and instructions to the disciples prior to his 
betrayal, arrest, and execution.  Talk about 
difficulties!  Even though Jesus is candid about 
the reality that life on earth will be fraught with 
difficulties, we need to consider the other two 
sentences in this verse.  
First, Jesus gives us a very clear statement 
about why he is saying these things.  Jesus said, 
“I’ve told you all this so that trusting me, you will 
be unshakable and assured, deeply at peace” 
(The Message).  Even though we will face 
difficulties, Jesus desires for us to have peace.  
We need to remember that peace is not the 
absence of difficulties.  Rather, faith in Jesus 
allows us to know peace even in the midst of the 
difficulties of life.  
Second, Jesus gives us the reason why we can 
have confidence in him and know the peace that 
he offers.  He says, “take heart [be brave or 
courageous] because I have overcome the 
world.”  The language he uses is that of 
conquest or defeating that which assailed him.  
He speaks those words to the disciples with 
confidence and is not pointing to some point in 
the future.  He does not tell them, be 
encouraged, I will overcome the world.  He 
speaks to them (prior to his death and 
resurrection!) and says “I have overcome the 
world.”  It is done.  Jesus has already 
accomplished this so you do not have to worry 
about those difficulties that you are going to face.  
He can overcome those too.  
It is always easier said than done, but I still find 
those words of comfort to be true.  I may still 
wrestle with my cynicism about the difficulties of 
the world, but I am confident in the fact that 
Jesus has already overcome the worst of what 
this world can throw at me.  As we face 
challenges of suffering, incurable disease, 
brokenness, pain, loss, or whatever difficulty 
comes our way, I pray that the One who has 
overcome will be the strength and hope you 
need to know peace.  In every difficulty may the 
peace that Jesus offers be the greatest gift you 
received.

IN CHRIST, Pastor Tom 



Altar Flowers
If you would like to give flowers to be placed on 
the altar for Sunday Worship, please contact 
Christin at 765-962-8543. The cost is $25 per 
order and will be billed through Jack Daggy 
Flowers.

Care Chain
If you live alone, CUMC invites you to be a part of 
our new Care Chain. Those who love you will be 
put at ease to know you are in touch with 
someone every day. Choose the method you 
prefer: phone, text or email. Someone will contact 
you and you in turn will contact someone else. It 
will only take a few minutes at most, but the 
peace of mind will last all day. See Sally Sayre for 
more information. Final plans will be in place as 
soon as we have our list of participants.

Calling all kids!  
Whether you are a daughter, son, grandchild, 
niece or nephew, you are going to want to bring 
your favorite adult to “MAGIC MOMENTS” on 
May 4th. The fun begins at 6:30 with dinner and 
fellowship. After dinner we will be thrilled and 
amazed by the MAGIC TRICKS of local magician 
Tony Truitt. Tickets will be $7 for adults and $3 for 
children.  Tickets will be sold for this evening of 
illusions on the last two Sundays of April in the 
entry hallway.  Invite a friend or a relative, or 
maybe TWO!

Opportunities for Women:  
May 18-20—UMW Assembly 2018-Celebrating 
150 of UMW in Columbus, OH
July 17-20—UMW’s Mission u at DePauw 
University in Greencastle, IN If you wish to be 
part of a carpool for a certain event, call Ann 
Cashner at 962-8458.

Creative Hands
Creative Hands will meet on May 10th and May 
24th in Fellowship Hall. Come join us for 
fellowship and fun as we prepare for another 
pop-up!

Primetimers
Join us Wednesday May 16th at noon in 
Fellowship Hall as we hear from Libby Medley  
“Poems I Remember.” You must reserve a seat 
to attend. To reserve your spot, please call the 
office at 765-962-8543 or email Christin at 
christin@richmondcumc.com.

The Lunch Bunch
The Lunch Bunch is a new women’s circle which 
meets every 2nd Wednesday at 11:30am in the 
kitchen area. Bring a sack lunch and join us as 
we laugh and share each month. Currently we 
are reading chapters from Jessica Lagrone’s 
Broken and Blessed. Hope to see you soon! For 
further information, please call Elaine Mollenkopf 
at 765-994-6377

UMW Garage Sale
UMW would like to thank all of those who 
donated items and helped with the Garage Sale. 
Your items are benefiting Boys and Girls Club, 
the Siloam Health and Wellness Center, Central 
Pre-School, Genesis Victims of Domestic 
Violence, Starr School, Horizon House, the Red 
Cross, Natco Community Empowerment Center, 
IUEast/Ivy Tech clothing room, Red Bird 
Mission, Indiana Women’s Prison, and 
Henderson Settlement. And we have helped 
many others with needed items. Monies earned 
will help UMW fund more of their missions. 
Thank you for your support.



“fOR WHERE TWO OR THREE GATHER IN MY NAME,
I WILL BE WITH THEM” - MATTHEW 18:20

Sunday, May 6:
Mandatory Meeting for all mission trip 
participants.  We will meet at First at 5pm.  The 
meeting will last approximately ½ hour.  Youth 
group will follow at First. 

Sunday, May 13: 
Bring your mom for MUDDY MONKEY. Youth 
group will meet at Muddy Monkey at 3pm with 
YOUR MOMS or GRANDMAS for a sweet treat 
in honor of your sweet moms and grandmas!  
NO TRIBE

Sunday, May 20: 
SCENE 75 rescheduled to this day.  WE NEED 
DRIVERS, please contact Sheri if you are 
available to transport some youth to Dayton.  

Sunday, May 27: 
Memorial Day Weekend 
NO TRIBE

GRADUATE SUNDAY COMING
We will have graduate Sunday at all 3 churches.  
Please begin to gather a senior photo and a few 
items that represent your graduate.  We will have 
a small table for each graduate and a stack of 
note cards for people in the congregation to write 
notes to congratulate and encourage our 
seniors. Sunday, June 3 at Central. Stay Tuned 
for dates at First and Centerville

Know a 16 year old or older? 
WE NEED CAMP COUNSELORS for middle 
school camp!  Please contact Sheri at 
806-759-0485 if you would love to serve in this 
way!



Calendar of Events
5/1 Preschool Board Meeting 6:00pm
5/4 UMW “Magic Moments”  6:30pm
5/9 Lunch Punch   11:30am
5/10 Creative Hands   9:00am
5/12 Bread Baking   8:00am
5/14 Medical Monday   1:00pm
5/15 Bread Basket   4:30pm
5/15 Trustees Meeting   6:30pm
5/16 Primetimers    12:00pm
5/17 Friendship Circle   9:30am
5/19 Disciples Hand   8:30am
5/21 Monday Morning Connection 9:00am
5/24 Creative Hands   9:00am
5/24 Ad Council    6:30pm
5/30 Lamplighter Assembly  10:00am 
 
Planning an event?
If you are planning on an event you would like to 
be held here at the church, please contact the 
church office at 765-962-8543 to make sure the 
date and time are available. Please make sure to 
fill out a church event form, located in the office, 
so we know how you would like your event set up 
and where you would like to have it. If you have 
any questions, please call the office at 
765-962-8543

Greeters
5/6 Phil & Mary Alice Bolser
5/13 Youth
5/20 David & Mary Jane Sheets
5/27 Larry & Gayla Parker

Acolytes
5/6 Jacey & Jackson Cornett
5/13 Masson Heiny & Kate Holthouse
5/20 Dylan Candlish & Masson Heiny
5/27 Jamie & Dylan Puckett

Scripture Readers
5/6 Kenyatta Cox
5/13 Kathy Eyer
5/20 Anna Claire Ream
5/27 BJ Toms

Children’s Message
TBA

Ushers
5/6 Electa Berk, Larry Parker, Linda Witter,  
 Jim Robinson, Lester Robinson
5/13 Rick Eyer, Phil Scott, Jackie Scott,
 Roger Clark, Beryl Wesler, Ned Toms
5/20 Rick Eyer, Phil Scott, Jackie Scott,
 Roger Clark, Beryl Wesler, Ned Toms
5/27 Lowell Robinson, Sam Willman,
 Jim Puckett, Jamie Puckett,
 Dylan Puckett, Philip Weimer

Altar Guild
Barb Shirden & Doris Miller


