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“And I will show you a still more 
excellent way.”

– 1 Corinthians 12:31
 Depending upon the authority being cited and which 
works they deem to be authentic, the Apostle Paul is 
attributed with writing 13 or 14 of the 27 books in the New 
Testament.  This accounts for about a third of the total text in 
the New Testament, so it is no wonder that Paul has had 
such a significant influence on shaping the Christian faith.  
This pious, zealous Jewish man started out persecuting the 
early followers of Jesus but through a dramatic conversion 
he became one.  Paul’s famous conversion story occurs on 
the road to Damascus when Jesus speaks to him and calls 
him into service.  As one who then took the Christian faith to 
the ends of the Roman Empire, Paul contributed significantly 
to the growth of Christianity that can now boost over two 
billion followers around the global.  As Joseph Durepos 
wrote, “Not bad for a guy without a car, laptop, or cell 
phone.”
 Because Paul was such a prolific writer and was 
addressing issues in many of the churches he established, 
he can be difficult to read at times.  Some of his thoughts rub 
people the wrong way and turn them off to him, but I think 
that at the heart of his writing Paul got it.  He truly 
understood the Gospel that Jesus lived and proclaimed.  For 
all the controversies and dissention that Paul had to address 
in his writing, he was not consumed with being religious.  His 
focus was not simply on how to follow the established rules 

and practices being set out in the fledgling Christian faith.  
Rather he wanted those who were becoming followers of 
Jesus to recognize (as he had) that there was a "still more 
excellent way" that God was calling people to embrace.  
 So what is this "more excellent way" that Paul is 
proclaiming?  This passage is the introduction into the next 
chapter, 1 Corinthians 13, where Paul expounds upon the 
true meaning of love.  This passage is often read at 
weddings because it mentions love.  Within the context of a 
marriage it is not a bad definition of love, but Paul intends it 
to be so much more.  Paul's "more excellent way" has love 
as the foundation of all human interactions and the core of 
every relationship.  Between husbands and wives, parents 
and children, neighbors, friends, enemies, and every 
human being.  This "more excellent way" is the purpose 
God had in sending Jesus so that we could begin to 
understand that, "Love is patient; love is kind; love is not 
envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on 
its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice 
in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.  
Love never ends" (1 Corinthians 13:4-8).
 How would your life be different if you began living 
this type of love?  In your family, your neighborhood, your 
place of work, or even our church?  How would this world 
be different if we took this "more excellent way" into our 
community and proclaimed it to all people?  It is one thing 
to express our affirmation of this love when we worship 
together on Sunday mornings, but we have the potential to 
profoundly change this world if we live it 24/7.  In a world 
where so many people see guns as the answer to their 
problems, where people engage in hateful speech instead 
of respectful dialogue, and where so much energy is put 
into protecting self interests, I think we need a "more 
excellent way" to get us out of this rut we are stuck in.  It is 
not always easy to love as Paul suggests.  It may even be 
costly for us to love as God has loved us, but God began a 
great work of changing the world when He sent His Son.  
When we embrace Paul's "more excellent way", a life 
defined by love, we become a part of God world changing 
mission.  
IN CHRIST, Pastor Tom



THE TRIBE NEWs

Pastor Curtis’s Lenten Challenge 
As you might be aware, Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 
(2/14) and runs until the beginning of Easter (4/1).  Lent is a 
time of the year in which Christians all over the world 
prepare for Easter through time spent on reflection and 
repentance.  Typically this has involved fasting from 
something, whether food or other items, and spending extra 
time in prayer.  
This year, I would like to issue the same Lenten challenge 
which I brought forward last year.  It came about last year as 
I was reading some statistics which caught my eye; that is, 
some statistics on how much TV people watch on average.  
In the United States the average adult watches 35 hours of 
TV per week or 5 hours per day!  Wow!  That is almost a 
full-time job!  (A fun fact is that if you were to watch TV 4 
hours per day over a 65 year period, it would mean that you 
would spend 9 years of your life watching TV!).       
I won’t ask if that statistic applies to you or not. (Don’t ask me 
either!).  Regardless of whether you are below, at, or above 
the average, I want to issue a challenge for us this Lent.  As 
I mentioned, Lent typically involves fasting from something.  
My challenge is not a fast (though I certainly hope you will do 
that also), but simply redirect what you are doing.  Wouldn’t 
it be great if we were to take some of those TV watching 
hours and use them for something that will nourish our 
souls?  So my challenge is to take one hour (maybe more) in 
which you would typically be watching TV and watch a video 
on RightNow Media.  Do this for the 40 days of Lent and see 

what it does for your spiritual life.  This is a great challenge 
for adults and kids alike!  If you are willing, I would love to 
hear how this affects you! 
Whether you accept this challenge or not, I do hope that 
you will observe Lent this year in a way which lends itself 
toward growth!  
Peace, Pastor Curtis

(RightNow Media is like a “Netflix” of Christian Bible Study 
videos, movies, children’s shows, etc., to which Central has 
a subscription; thereby, enabling each person associated 
with our church to have access to each of these videos.  If 
you do not have a RighNow Media account, please contact 
me and I will gladly assist you in setting on up).

Lenten Lessons
During this Lenten Season at Central we are actively 
engaging in learning and practicing new spiritual 
disciplines.  We will do this in part through 30-45 minute 
workshops on different disciplines.  These workshops will 
take place on Sundays immediately following worship and 
Wednesdays at noon.  Come as you are able!  See 
schedule below:

Mar.4th & 7th 
Prayer Labyrinth: Jen Huff

Mar. 11th & 14th
Music as Spiritual Discipline: Madeleine Demetriades

Mar. 18th & 21st 
Examen/ Journaling: Tom Ream
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Creative Hands
Creative Hands will meet March 8th. We will meet March 22 
and 23rd for Garage Sale set-up with the GARAGE SALE on 
MARCH 24th from 9 til 2. Come for fun, fellowship, and food.

Primetimers
Please join us Wednesday March 21st at noon in the 
Fellowship Hall. You must reserve a seat to attend. To 
reserve your spot, please call the office at 765-962-8543 or 
email Christin at christin@richmondcumc.com

Altar Flowers
If you would like to give flowers to be placed on the altar for 
Sunday Worship, please contact Christin at 765-962-8543. 
The cost is $25 per order and will be billed through Jack 
Daggy Flowers.

Care Chain
If you live alone, CUMC invites you to be a part of our new 
Care Chain. Those who love you will be put at ease to know 
you are in touch with someone every day. Choose the 
method you prefer: phone, text or email. Someone will 
contact you and you in turn will contact someone else. It will 
only take a few minutes at most, but the peace of mind will 
last all day. See Sally Sayre for more information. Final 
plans will be in place as soon as we have our list of 
participants.

UMW News: Mark your calendars
On April 5th at noon there will be a UMW luncheon with 
guest speakers Gail and Steve Quigg from Columbus, Ohio, 
who were missionaries in Africa.  Steve will entertain us with 
stories of flying a plane in Africa for the UMC.  Gail will 
delight us with an African style show.  You might be chosen 
to model!  Reservations will be needed and will be taken at 
the end of March.  Come, bring a friend.  Everyone is 
welcome.  A love offering will be taken. 

Thank You
for all the prayers, cards, gifts and meals throughout my 
pregnancy and since we have welcomed Aureana Ruth 
home. We are blessed to have Central UMC as our church 
family!  ~ Nicole, Sean, Zeke & Aure Andreas

Holy Week Encounter
Encounter the wonder and power of Holy Week in a new 
way! Join us March 26, 27, and 28 from 1-3pm for this child 
and family friendly multi-generational experience as we 
journey towards Easter. As a disciple, you’ll enjoy different 
activities each day that help you explore the stories of Holy 
Week. You can be a participant, or sign up to volunteer. 
Please contact Pastor Jen if you’d like to sign up or help. 
There are many different opportunities available.

Doan & Mills Funeral Home and Mills Funeral Home
are honored to present “ An Evening with Dr. Alan Wolfelt 
Exploring Death, Grief, and Mourning: Touchstones for 
Hope and Healing.” Thursday, April 19th from 7pm-9pm at 
Central UMC.
On Friday April 20th from 9am - 12pm, Doan & Mills Funeral 
Home and Mills Funeral Home will be hosting “The Art of 
”Companioning” the Mourner: Caring Versus Curing”  at 
Central UMC. Seating is free but limited, so we ask that you 
please register as soon as possible through one of the 
following ways:
Online at DoanMillsFuneralHome.com or
Call Doan & Mills Funeral Home at 765-966-0596
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“Roses are red, Violets are blue” 
nope that’s over with.

“Here comes Peter Cottontail”
oops, not yet.

THE GARAGE SALE is MARCH 24th 
from 9am until 2pm. Come see what 

you didn’t know you needed but we’re 
looking for. ALWAYS BARGAINS!

We will have a drop off day
March 10th. 

Arrow
Arrow for 5th graders will not meet in March. We hope that if 
you’re around for Richmond’s spring break week that you’ll 
join us for the Holy Week Encounter, March 26, 27, and 28 
from 1-3pm. You can participate and there are opportunities 
for you to help as well! Contact Pastor Jen for more info.

Raise a little “dough” 
Central Preschool & Childcare has teamed up with Texas 
Roadhouse to help make your Easter meal extra tasty! We 
will take orders on Sunday, March 4th and rolls will be 
available for pickup starting Wednesday, March 21st. A 
dozen rolls are $7 and extra honey cinnamon butter is $2. 
This is a great way to support the Preschool & Childcare 
ministry while providing your guests with delicious, 
mouthwatering dinner rolls! Funds raised will be used for 
staff training, new infant crib sheets, and other classroom 
needs. 

Thank you
Dr. Dana and Elaine Mollenkopf would like to thank all the 
members at Central United for their sincere and 
compassionate expressions of sympathy after the death of 
Elaine's mother, Caroline Mallon.  Although Caroline 
attended our church for only 6 years, she participated in 
Circle, Sunday School, dinners, and special events which 
made her feel like part of our church family.  We are so 
blessed to have such a Christ-like congregation. Thank you!
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“fOR WHERE TWO OR THREE GATHER IN MY NAME, I WILL BE WITH THEM” - MATTHEW 18:20

THE TRIBE NEWs

YOUTH SUNDAY
Sunday, March 4th at Centerville United and First United 
and Sunday, March 11th at Central . The youth are excited 
to lead you in worship that will explore how each one’s 
unique story becomes our story but also all connects to 
God’s larger story.  We will explore this through song, 
drama, and reflection.  Please join us!  

YOUTH: 
Remember the Youth Sunday final rehearsal is Saturday, 
March 3 from 4-5:30p.  Please make sure to attend if you 
play a large role in the service such as: in the drama, 
reading something, singing, or playing an instrument.  

YOUTH: 
Please be at Centerville Methodist by 8:30am and we will 
carpool to First from there for the 2nd service.  Pick-up is at 
First UMC Richmond at 11:50am on March 4.  On March 
11, please be at Central by 9am, pick-up is at 11:30am

Saturday, April 14:
FUNDRAISER from 10a-2pm:
Mother / Daughter / Any women Self-Defense, basic safety, 
and awareness with Tom Kearns.  This will be an 
informative, as well as, interactive safety awareness 
session.  We will learn basic self-defense techniques and 
practice them.  We will also talk about safety when alone or 
in a group of women, and safe dating practices.  You do not 
want to miss this!  $25 per person (scholarships available 
for those in need)

Final Fundraiser will be in May:
Bingo Night with Prizes (Hopefully at First UMC)  Please 
begin soliciting donated items for prizes.  (such as:  
electronics, blankets, gift cards, candles, yeti type 
cups/water bottles, etc.)

MISSION TRIP: 
July 7-14  to Sebring, FL 
Rising 8th graders through 12th graders
Don’t Forget!  Your $50 deposit is due on Sunday, March 4, 
to secure your spot.  
***WE NEED A MALE CHAPERONE***

CAMP DATES!!!  *IT’S TIME TO REGISTER AND GET 
THOSE SCHOLARSHIP FORMS IN!*
Children’s Camp: 
July 23-28 at Camp Lakewood for grades 3-5
Middle School Camp: 
June 25-29 at Camp Adventure for grades 6-8
High School Camp: 
Contact Sheri if interested

 



Calendar of Events
3/6 Pre-K Board Meeting    6:00pm
3/8 Creative Hands    9:00am
3/8 Soup Kitchen     9:00am
3/10 Bread Baking     8:30am
3/10 Garage Sale Drop Off    9:00am
3/12 Medical Monday    1:00pm
3/14 Lunch Bunch     11:30am
3/15 Friendship Circle    9:30am
3/17 Disciple’s Hand    8:30am
3/19 Monday Morning Connection   9:00am
3/20 Bread Basket    4:30pm
3/20 Trustees Meeting    6:30pm
3/21 Primetimers     12:00pm
3/22 Creative Hands    9:00am
3/22 Ad Council     6:30pm
3/24 Garage Sale     9:00am
3/28 Lamplighter Assembly    10:00am
3/29 Maundy Thursday Service   6:30pm
3/30 Good Friday Service    12:00pm

Planning an event?
If you are planning on an event you would like to be held 
here at the church, please contact the church office at 
765-962-8543 at least a week before the event to make 
sure the date and time are available. Please make sure to 
fill out a church event form, located in the office, so we know 
how you would like your event set up and where you would 
like to have it. If you have any questions, please call Christin 
at 765-962-8543 or email christin@richmondcumc.com

Greeters
3/4 TBD
3/11 TBD
3/18 TBD
3/25 TBD

Acolytes
3/4 Levon Jordan & Luke Sheridan
3/11 Jacey & Jackson Cornett
3/18 Masson Heiny & Kate Holthouse
3/25 Dylan Candlish & Masson Heiny

Scripture Readers
3/4 Jim Puckett
3/11 Joyce Relly
3/18 Gayla Parker
3/25 Donna Jurgens

Children’s Message
3/4 Pastor Tom / Pastor Curtis
3/11 Sheri Koyles
3/18 Pastor Jen
3/25 Pat Heiny

Ushers
3/4 Lowell Robinson, Sam Willman, Jim Puckett,
 Jamie Puckett, Dylan Puckett
3/11 Lowell Robinson, Sam Willman, Jim Puckett,
 Jamie Puckett, Dylan Puckett
3/18 Eric Burkhardt, Electa Berk, Larry Parker,
 Linda Witter, Jim Robinson, Lester Robinson
3/25 Eric Burkhardt, Electa Berk, Larry Parker,
 Linda Witter, Jim Robinson, Lester Robinson

Altar Guild
Eileen Cravens

holy week
Maundy Thursday Service

March 29th at 6:30pm

Good Friday Service
March 30th at 12:00pm

Easter Sunday Service
April 1st at 10:00am

Plan your month




