


“The glory that you have given 
me I have given them, so that 

they may be one, as we are 
one” – John 17:22

 
The period of time at end of Jesus’ earthly life 
is often referred to as the Passion, which is 
derived from a Latin word meaning 
“suffering” or “enduring.”  Jesus’ Passion 
were the few days that involved his betrayal 
and arrest; torture and sentencing; and finally 
his crucifixion and death.  Leading up to this 
point, Jesus knew that with each step toward 
Jerusalem he was drawing nearer  to these 
events.  There were a number of things that 
Jesus did to prepare the disciples for what was 
to come.  Jesus instructed them, warned, and 
prayed for them.  Specifically, I think the 
prayer that Jesus offers in John 17 helps us to 
better understand his aspirations for not only 
the original disciples but all future disciples as 
well.  In verses 21-23, three times Jesus 
prayers for unity among his followers.  
Generally, if Jesus says something I consider it 
to be important as do many others.  It is for this 
reason that some Bibles are printed with the 
words of Jesus in red.  So if the words of Jesus 
that have been passed down to us through the 
ages are important, how important is 
something that Jesus repeats 3 times?
 Unity is a something that we struggle 
with in our world today.  In politics, families, 
and even the church there is no shortage of 
disagreement.  At some point, we as a society 
decided that diversity of thoughts and opinions 
was not acceptable.  We come to a point that 
we perceived those who differ from us as 
people to be vilified, hated, and rejected.  How 
sad when we see that happen among Christians 
when one of Jesus’ most poignant, final 

prayers was for those who followed Him to be 
united just as Jesus and God are united.  We 
need to be clear that Jesus is praying for unity 
not conformity.  Conformity demands 
sameness and agreement while unity implies 
harmonious togetherness.  Jesus is not praying 
that we would all be the same.  In fact the very 
nature of the world that God created points to 
the value and importance God places on 
diversity.  I believe that the unity Jesus desires 
is what he expresses in verse 23, “…so that the 
world may know that you have sent me and 
have loved them even as you have loved me.”  
As the church, the body of Christ, we are to be 
united around helping the world to know 
God’s love as it is revealed through Jesus.  We 
are to be one in our commitment to Jesus and 
one in our efforts to know and share the love 
of God.  
 As Central United Methodist Church 
prepares to move to a single worship service 
on April 16, one of the things that we want to 
be especially intentional about is taking steps 
to build unity within our congregation.  Jesus 
prayed that his followers would be united, but 
unity does not automatically happen.  Unity 
requires intentionality and is a choice that we 
make.  Simply worshiping in a single service 
will not ensure that we are united, but it does 
open up many possibilities for us to choose to 
be united.  Let us join in praying with Jesus 
that we “may be one” so that Central may be 
the best church it can be for our community.  
IN CHRIST
Pastor Tom



Ponderings From
Pastor Curtis

Read Philippians 1:21-26.  In this paragraph, 
Paul continues some of the same theme as the 
previous paragraph, which I addressed last 
month.  Once again, Paul’s message to the 
Philippian church is characterized by a 
knowledge that he may not survive his present 
situation of imprisonment, which causes him 
to write with a clarity of focus on what really 
matters.  We see this clarity in what is likely 
one of the most famous verses in Philippians.   
V.26 says, “For to me, to live is Christ and to 
die is gain.”  This verse serves as a summary, 
in which, Paul expresses two important things 
on which he expounds in the rest of the 
paragraph.
First, he expresses the confidence of someone 
who has such great faith in Christ that he is 
prepared to die.  The notion of his own death 
does not seem to cause Paul a great amount of 
consternation.  As he says “…to die is gain.”  
Or in v.23, he says, “I am hard pressed from 
both directions, having the desire to depart and 
be with Christ, for that is very much better…”  
Paul’s faith in Christ has given him the ability 
to face death with a confidence he could not 
possibly otherwise have.  He is confident 
because he has so trusted the promises of 
Christ and is sure that he will be with Christ at 
the time of his death.    
Second, Paul says, “For to me, to live is 
Christ…”  He explains more in v.22, “But if I 
am to live on in the flesh, this will mean 
fruitful labor for me…”  Or as he further 
explains, “…yet to remain on in the flesh is 
more necessary for your sake.  Convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and continue 
with you all for your progress and joy in the 
faith...” (v.24-25).  In other words, if Paul is to 
remain on this earth, he desires to be useful 

and engaged in fruitful labor as long as it is 
possible.  Because he recognizes the weight 
of gospel, he desires to use every last minute 
of his life in order to assist others in the 
progression of their faith.  In this way, I am 
reminded of a quote which is attributed to 
John Wesley which says, “God grant that I 
may never live to be useless!”  By this, I do 
not think that Wesley is praying that he would 
never be in a state of infirmity, but he is 
expressing a similar sentiment to Paul’s 
words here in Philippians.  Wesley, like Paul 
desired, more than anything to use every 
moment of his life that he possibly could to 
serve Christ in fruitful ministry.   
It is my prayer that our faith in Christ will 
give us both of those things as well: a desire 
to use every minute of our lives for fruitful 
ministry and confidence at the thought of 
approaching death.  Let’s spend some time 
this month pondering these things and asking 
the Lord to bring about similar desires in our 
own hearts. Grace and Peace,  Pastor Curtis

“A Man Fully Alive”- Men’s Conference 
Hosted at Central
More information will be coming within the 
coming weeks and months, but for now, plan 
on saving the date of September 29th-30th to 
attend “A Man Fully Alive” Men’s 
Conference here at Central.  This conference 
will be led by Todd Braschler, a Christian 
speaker and author who travels around the 
country to speak at conferences.  (For more 
information on his ministry visit: 
www.toddbraschler.com ).  Registration 
information will be forthcoming.  If you 
might be interested in assisting with this 
event, please contact Pastor Curtis.



DONATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR 
THE YOUTH YARD SALE
Please drop off any yard sale donations to 
either Centerville MC or Central UMC. We 
are accepting clothes, toys, furniture, tools, 
kitchen items, etc. **If you need an item 
picked up from your home, please contact 
Sheri**

DO YOU HAVE A NEED?
Let Sheri, Michelle, Carol, or Pastors Tom, 
Ted, or Curtis know and we will see if the 
youth can help meet that need!  The youth love 
to serve and need opportunities!

ANNUAL TEACHER DINNER
Mark the calendar!  Thursday, April 27 at 6pm 
is this years teacher dinner.  We started this 
tradition last year and it was fabulous!  
Students in grades preschool through 7th are 
asked to invite a teacher to join them for 
dinner.  The students will serve the teachers.  It 
is a great opportunity for students to get to 
know teachers better and to let them know 
how much they are appreciated.

PARENTS:  Parents of participating students 
prepare and set-up the meal and activities, so 
let me know if you would like to be on this 
team!

Youth Lock-In at Central
on Friday, April 28th to prepare for the yard 
sale the next morning!

Summer Sunday School
Parents of 252 kids, Sean and Nicole are 
amazing SS teachers through the school year. 
We give them the summer to revive their 
ministry hearts for our kids. In order for this to 
happen, we need parents of children or youth 
to volunteer for one week of teaching. All 
materials and instructions will be provided for 
you. 

Graduates
Don’t forget to turn in your student’s 
graduation information to the office ASAP. We 
need name, school they are graduating from, 
accomplishments you wish to be highlighted, 
and college plans (if any).

Grad Sunday is June 4th
We will have a light breakfast in the parlor, 
coordinated by the families of our juniors, for 
students to be celebrated by church members. 
During worship, we will recognize each 
student.

Important Summer Dates
June 10-16:

Mission Trip for all rising 6th-college
June 25-30:

High School Camp “All Night” 9th - 12th
July 9-14:

Middle School Camp Adventure. 6th - 8th
July 23-28:

Children’s Camp Lakewood. 3rd - 5th 

**Scholarship Available**
Turn off the TV Tuesdays
We will have activities each Tuesday 
throughout the summer for families! Zoo 
visits, train rides, game nights, talent show, ice 
cream parties, Swimming at Natural Springs, 
etc. So, turn off Netflix and plan to come join 
us!



 Central’s monthly Mission Bread 
Bakes for the support of Mujila Falls 
Agriculture Center in Zambia celebrated its 
Sixth Anniversary in March.  Thank you, 
congregation, for your enthusiastic loyal 
support of this mission project of our 
church.  The project has netted over $8,500 
for the project.  100% of our gifts to Mujila 
Falls improve nutrition, increase health, 
reduce infant mortality, provide families 
with income, enable children to attend 
school, and bring about church growth in 
northwest Zambia (formerly Northern 
Rhodesia).
 Each Bread Bake Saturday six to eight 
volunteers in Central’s kitchen mix and 
knead dough, shape loaves, make cinnamon 
rolls, bake, bag and label, and have fun and 
laughter working together addressing world 
hunger in Christ’s name.   If you would like 
to help, call Rita Cummins (966-1744) or 
Ted Halsted (935-9956).
 Mujila Falls Agriculture Center was 
founded by Paul and Roxanne Webster, 
United Methodist missionaries, in 1999.  
Before that, 1995-1999, they were engaged 
in a similar agricultural ministry in Zaire 
(now Republic of Congo). In 1999 they had 
to flee across the Zambezi River into 
Zambia because of warfare in the Republic 
of Congo.  Roxanne died of ovarian cancer 
in 2004, but Paul has continued at Mujila 
Falls. He is the only westerner within many 
miles. The project is now in  its 18th year.  
Paul, besides being highly trained in tropical 
agriculture is an ordained United Methodist 
pastor.

 Mujila Falls is located deeply in the 
bush, 30 miles from any paved road and off 
the electrical grid.  The only electricity is 
what they generate themselves.  They create 
their own lumber for construction by sawing 
logs from the property.  They make their own 
bricks.  They created their own irrigation 
system.  A blessing is that they have internet 
communication by satellite.  The area is 
extremely impoverished. The Lunda people 
traditionally had a hunting/gathering culture. 
They had no cropping or animal care skills.  
The area became over-hunted and 
over-fished.  Their only protein sources were 
rats. mice, and insects.  Mujila Falls 
Agriculture Center has worked wonders to 
change that, with new field and garden crops, 
draft animals, cows, chickens, geese, rabbits, 
goats, tree planting, and training farmers to 
produce them. People now have milk and 
eggs who didn’t have them before. 
 Doris Miller, Sally Sayre, and I were 
on a Mission Team that went to Mujila Falls 
in 2014. On April 12 I will go there again 
with my nephew, Kirk Halsted, from Burnt 
Hills, NY, who was also on the 2014 Mission 
Team.  Our major purpose will be to create a 
new video of the farm operations that Paul 
Webster can use when he comes to the U.S. 
on furlough in May and visits supporting 
churches in the following months.  At some 
point he will visit Central UMC. While I am 
at Mujila Falls, I will have an opportunity to 
preach and lead staff devotions.  After our 
project at Mujila Falls, Kirk and I will visit a 
wild game park in Botswana before returning 
to the U.S. --Ted Halsted

TED HALSTED TO VISIT MUJILA FALLS,
CENTRAL’S PROJECT IN ZAMBIA, IN APRIL



things to do
4/5  Bible Study    10:00am
4/6  UMW Meeting    12:00pm
4/8  Bread Baking    8:00am
4/8  UMW Pop-Up    9:00am
4/10  Medical Monday    12:30pm
4/11  Preschool Board Meeting  6:00pm
4/12  Bible Study    10:00am
4/13  Creative Hands    9:00am
4/13  Soup Kitchen    9:00am
4/13 Maundy Thursday Service 7:00pm
4/14 Good Friday Service  12:00pm
4/16 Easter Service   10:00am
4/17  Mon. Morning Connection  9:00am
4/18  Bread Basket    4:30pm
4/19  Primetimers    12:00pm
4/20  Friendship Circle   9:30am
4/20  Thursday Evening Circle  6:00pm
4/23  Membership Class   9:00am
4/27  Creative Hands    9:00am
4/27  Ad Council    6:30pm
4/29  Youth Yard Sale    9:00am
4/30  Membership Class   9:00am

Youth Choir: Sundays at 9am

Cantus Choir: Sundays at 12pm

Youth Group: Sundays at 5pm

Women’s Prayer Group: Mondays at 12pm

Men’s Prayer Group: Wednesdays at 12pm

Chancel Choir: Wednesdays at 12pm

Wesley Ringers:  Wednesdays at 5:15pm

Joy Singers: Thursdays at 4pm

Serving in April
Greeters
4/2/17 
 8:30am: Carl & Mary Jo Schuler
 10:50am: Donna Jurgens
4/9/17
 8:30am: Thomas & Claire Ann Milligan
 10:50am: Jim & Carol Robinson
4/16/17 Randy & Ann Cashner
  Steve & Sharon Enright
4/23/17 Bob & Jennifer Hall
  Jim & Mary Ann Brooks
4/30/17 Tom & Lori McWhinney
  Tom & Nancy Snow

Scripture Readers
4/2/17 8:30am: Joyce Relly
  10:50am: Donna Jurgens
4/9/17 NO READERS
4/16/17 Kenyatta Cox
4/23/17 Jan Hibner
4/30/17 Pat Heiny

Acolytes
4/2/17 
 8:30am: Levon Jordan / Luke Sheridan
 10:50am: Jamie Puckett / Dylan Puckett
4/9/17
 8:30am: Jacey Cornett / Jackson Cornett
 10:50am: Ike Khamis / Olivia Swonder
4/16/17 Ava McCurdy / Anna Claire Ream
4/23/17 Annetta Itnyre / Karis Koyles
4/30/17 Aidan Snedigar

Children’s Moment
4/2/17 Pastor Tom/Curtis
4/9/17 Jeff Sheridan
4/16/17 Alisa Clapp-Itnyre
4/23/17 Sheri Koyles
4/30/17 Nicole Andreas



Children’s Church
4/2/17 COMMUNION
4/9/17 Jen Banker
4/16/17 Kathy Khamis
4/23/17 Sheri Koyles
4/30/17 Andreas Family

Ushers
TBD

A Message from Charlie Black
We would like to thank everyone for their 
kind words and generous love offering that 
was given to us. As we start this new journey, 
please know that Central, which are the 
people, will be in our thoughts and prayers. 
Thank you for 10 good years.

Garden Getaway Women’s Retreat - 
ReConnect
Saturday, June 3rd, 2017
Fellowship Hall 9am - 1pm. 
Cost: $5/per person

We meet again! We would like to reconnect 
with those who attended the Women’s 
Retreat in September. We will recap on what 
was covered, as well as have the opportunity 
to grow deeper in fellowship with one 
another. If you were unable to attend in 
September, you are still welcome to join us in 
June! There will be an opportunity to sign up 
in the office, or e-mail Jen Banker at 
jmosborne3@gmail.com

4th Annual All Church Camp Out
Tentative Date: Weekend of September 
8th-10th. Save the date!

Women of Joy Conference
When: August 11th - 12th
Where: Bankers Life Fieldhouse, Indy
Conference tickets prior to May 17th are $109 
per person. $99 if we have more than 10 
people. Speakers include Lisa Harper, 
Candace Cameron Bure, Angela Thomas 
Pharr, and Christine Cane. There will be a 
Natalie Grant Concert on Friday night. Find 
more information at womenofjoy.org. Once 
we know how many people are interested in 
coming, we can look into hotel rooms. Please 
let Jen Banker know if you are interested by 
signing up in the office, or by email at 
jmosborne3@gmail.com

Ladies Day Out in Greenville, OH
Wednesday, May 24th. Come join us for a fun 
ladies day out! Come explore Greenville, OH 
starting with a cooking demonstration at the 
KitchenAid Experience, take the KitchenAid 
Factory tour, eat lunch at the Montage Cafe, 
and shop in downtown Greenville, OH. Meet 
at the church at 9am. Wear enclosed footwear. 
Must be over 12 years old to take the tour. 
Bring $5 for the tour, and money for lunch and 
shopping. We will aim at returning to the 
church by 5pm. Please sign up in the office if 
you are interested in attending, or notify Jen 
Banker by email at jmosborne3@gmail.com

Primetimers
Please join us Wednesday April 19th at noon 
in the fellowship hall. We will be hearing from 
Andy Cecere. Please reserve your seat by 
Monday, March 13th. To reserve your seat, 
please call the office at 765-962-8543. You 
must reserve a seat to attend.
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More information on 
“Come Touch the Robe”: 

This piece allows us to encounter the Christ of 
healing, glory, authority, humility and victory. 
This work uses the simple garment that Jesus 
wore as a thematic device to recount the 
interaction of those who were with Him during 
His final days. For a suffering woman, His 
robe conveyed divine healing. On the 
mountaintop, the robe shone and filled the 
disciples’ eyes with His glory and authority. 
When Jesus laid His garment aside in the 
upper room, it displayed His humility as a 
servant. At the tomb, the grave clothes that He 
left behind help us experience His resurrection 
and victory over death.

It is through these personal moments that our 
hearts are fully prepared to meet Jesus in an 
intimate way, allowing us to experience the 
healing, glory and power of Christ, and to 
rejoice in the stirring celebration of the 
resurrection of the Lamb of God.

UMW NEWS:
All the women of the church are 

welcome to join us for these events:

April 6 at noon
Ramona Cook, the owner of Hummingbird 
Farms, will teach us how to use common 
plants to make essential oils. A light lunch 
will be served.

April 8 at 10:00
is the UMW Pop-up with crafts handmade by 
the Creative Hands. Bring cash, check or 
credit card and be prepared to be WOWed!  
Bring a friend.

May 5th
Mark your calendar so that you won’t miss 
the UMW Family Fiesta in Fellowship Hall at 
6:30 p.m.  The Test Drum Corp will perform 
and the children who attend will break a 
piñata. Tickets will cost $7 for adults and $4 
for kids. 

Musical Happenings from Madeleine

We have an exciting month coming up here at 
Central United Methodist Church. For Palm 
Sunday (April 9th) we are putting on the 
Lenten Cantata “Come Touch the Robe” by 
Pepper Choplin. On Easter (April 16th), we 
will hear the Chancel Choir, Youth Choir and 
the Wesley Ringers for the 10AM service.





Opportunity to Host Pastors from Sierra 
Leone 
As has been announced in worship for the past 
few Sundays, we are looking for one or 
multiple families who would be willing to host 
a pastor from Sierra Leone who will be 
attending United Theological Seminary for 
one school year to finish a Master of Arts in 
Christian Ministry degree.  As you might be 
aware, the church in Africa is experiencing 
tremendous growth, at such a rate that they are 
not able to have enough training for pastors.  
At present, the only United Methodist Pastor 
in Sierra Leone with a master’s degree is the 
bishop, Bishop John Yambasu.  This is a 
tremendous opportunity to make a difference 
in the life of the Church in Sierra Leon, as 
upon completion of their degrees, Bishop 
Yambasu plans to appoint these three students 
to teach in the United Methodist seminary in 
Sierra Leone that he is currently creating.  Not 
only is this a tremendous opportunity to assist 
the Church in Sierra Leone, but it is a 
tremendous opportunity for us at Central to 
interact with leaders from a part of the world 
where God is clearly at work in a powerful 
way.  
There will certainly be opportunities to 
contribute financially, but we particularly in 
need of the following:
• Someone to house one or multiple 
students from late August through 
mid-December and from February through 
mid-May.
• We will need to develop a rotation of 
people who are willing to help with 
transportation to United Theological 
Seminary (perhaps 3 times a week, depending 
on their class schedule).
• People who are willing to occasionally 
include them in activities (going to the fair, or 
experiencing other American culture).

If you think you might be interested in 
helping in any way, please talk with Pastor 
Tom or Pastor Curtis for more information.

Mission Trip to Henderson Settlement 
Members from Central UMC will be 
participating with other churches in a mission 
trip to Henderson Settlement in Eastern 
Kentucky from Sunday May 14-20.  You are 
invited to come!  
Dates:  Sunday afternoon May 14 to 
Saturday, May 20.  People can come for the 
whole week or part of the week.  We would 
provide our own transportation.  (Henderson 
Settlement is about 4-41/2 hours by car from 
Richmond).
Cost:  Cost will be approximately $250 each 
for room and board.  Our church may be 
asked to raise some building funds.
Skill levels:  All skill levels are welcome 
from picking up trash, to sewing quilts, to 
light construction, to heavy construction.  
They will match people to a job which is at 
their skill level.  Which means I will be 
picking up trash!!
Another opportunity may be available during 
the 3rd week of October.  For more 
information please contact Ann Cashner.  
(765) 962-8458.  (For more information on 
Henderson Settlement, check out the website: 
www.hendersonsettlement.com ).  
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SERVICE REMINDERS
MAUNDY THURSDAY:
APRIL 13TH AT 7PM

GOOD FRIDAY:
APRIL 14TH AT 12PM

EASTER SUNDAY: 
APRIL 16TH AT 10AM

**We will be going to one service 
permanently  beginning on Easter Sunday

with Sunday School at 9am and
Worship starting at 10am.**


