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"For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord."  - Romans 
8:38-39
 
 In all of the Bible, the Apostle Paul is 
responsible for one of my favorite passages of 
Scripture, Romans 8:38-39.   Most significant 
is the idea that nothing can separate us from 
the love God has shown us through Jesus.  I 
reflect on this often and find it to be a great 
comfort during all sorts of trials.  However, I 
also find those first four words, "For I am 
convinced" to be especially powerful.  When I 
read them, I hear Paul speak with a confidence 
and an assurance of what God has promised.  I 
imagine him speaking these words boldly and 
without hesitation.  I find myself...at 
times...feeling guilty...envious...that I do not 
always possess the confidence and certainty 
that I imagine hearing in Paul's voice.  
 More often I have an easier time relating 
to the father in Mark 9 whose son is brought 
before Jesus to be healed of an "unclean 
spirit."  The father says 'If you are able, do 
something."    Jesus replies, "If you are able!  
All things can be done for the one who 
believes."   Immediately, the man shouts out 
his confidence and his doubt.  In a sentence 
(that I often heard my grandmother quote) he 
says, " I believe; Help my unbelief!"   I think 
this man speaks for many of us.  We want to 
believe, and in fact we do, but no sooner do we 
utter our confession of faith than the whispers 

of doubt creep into our minds.  We love God.  
We love Jesus.   We believe the promises, 
accept the mercy and grace, and know that we 
are God's beloved children, BUT there is 
something in our human nature that wants 
more.  We want a guarantee.
 Fanny Crosby, the most prolific 
American hymn writer (and a Methodist!), 
gave us the hymn "Blessed Assurance."  One 
of the top ten most popular hymns,  Crosby 
offers us words to sing with confidence about 
the assurance of God promises, particularly 
our hope of salvation.  Too often, we want to 
trust in our own ability and understanding 
rather than upon God.  Because we are so 
keenly aware of our short-comings, it makes it 
difficult to have complete confidence in 
anyone's ability to be trustworthy, including 
God.  If we listen too long and hard to those 
whispers of doubt, they can pull us away from 
God.  In those moments, I find the best 
remedy for 'my unbelief' is to draw closer to 
God.  I spend some time in prayer thanking 
God for my many blessings, reading the Bible 
to be reminded of God's faithfulness, or even 
singing a favorite hymn like "Blessed 
Assurance."   Being a Christian is not 
difficult, unless we choose to make it so.  
Being a Christian is about accepting that God 
loves you, loving God in return, and allowing 
God to be first in your life.  As the Bible says, 
"if you confess with your lips that Jesus is 
Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved" 
(Romans 10:9).  It really is that simple.  So, 
may you believe the truth about God's great 
love for you and know that when it comes to 
the unbelief...God will help you grow beyond 
it. 
IN CHRIST, Pastor Tom



 Read Philippians 1:12-20.  This month, 
we are continuing what might be a year long 
journey through Philippians.  At this point in 
the letter, Paul has concluded his greetings and 
introductory comments and on to the meat of 
the letter.  These few verses contain several 
important messages for us.    
 Paul begins by describing his situation of 
imprisonment.  It is interesting that Paul is not 
complaining about his circumstance, but 
instead he sees them as an opportunity to share 
the Gospel.  He comments that all of the 
praetorian guard has heard exactly why he is in 
prison (v.13).  This opportunity to share the 
message of Christ seems to be part of what 
gives him the confidence to face his present 
circumstances.  He says, “…and in this I 
rejoice.  Yes, and I will rejoice, for I know that 
this will turn out for my deliverance…” 
(v18-19).  This confidence is reminiscent of his 
words to the Roman church in Romans 8:28.  
Paul is recognizing that God is redeeming his 
situation in order to advance the Gospel.  
 In v.20 Paul speaks of his primary 
concern; which, he says is “…that I will not be 
put to shame in anything, but that with all 
boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be 
exalted in my body, whether by life or by 

death.”  Paul’s utmost concern is not his own 
freedom, survival, flourishing, or even in 
being proved right, but it is the glory of Jesus 
Christ.  He desires, above all else, to remain 
faithful throughout whatever may come his 
way.  He faces this situation with confidence 
and with one purpose in mind: that whomever 
he encounters in whatever circumstances will 
hear the Gospel.(As an aside, as I think about 
this verse, I am reminded of an article I read 
recently which was estimating the number of 
Christian martyrs throughout the world during 
2016 to be in the neighborhood of 90,000.  To 
me these brothers and sisters of ours are truly 
an inspiration.  From them we can learn quite 
a bit about faithfulness at all costs.).  
 So also should we see our 
circumstances, whatever they may be as an 
opportunity in which we can share the Gospel. 
As we are going about our day, likely in 
circumstances far more pleasant than Paul’s, is 
it our goal to see each person with whom we 
interact draw one step closer to Christ?  
Whether checking out at the grocery store, 
eating at a restaurant, or sitting in the waiting 
room of a doctor’s office, do we see each 
interaction as an opportunity to demonstrate 
the gospel?  This month, let’s try to see the 
opportunities to share Christ in our everyday 
circumstances!
Grace and Peace, Pastor Curtis

P o n d e r i n g s  f r o m
P a s t o r  C u r t i s



“What does the Lord 
require of you?”  

micah 6:8

Youth Sunday had our churches exploring 
these powerful words from Micah 6:8

Miss it?  Ask your church for a recording!

Thank you to all the youth who worked so 
hard to lead each church in worship!

• TRIBE MEETINGS FOR 
MARCH/APRIL - Sundays 5-7p

• March 4-MANDATORY YOUTH 
SUNDAY REHEARSAL (5-8)

• March 5 at Central
• March 12 at First UMC
• March 19 at Central (6-8p on this night)
• NO TRIBE MARCH 26 or APRIL 2
• April 9 at Central
• NO TRIBE on Easter (April 16)
• April 23 at Central
• April 29-YOUTH YARD SALE
• April 30 at Central

• HIGH SCHOOL ONLY SMALL GROUP
(248 SW 4th Street)

• March 18
• April 1
• April 15



The primary goals of the music ministry 
program are: to beautify and enhance worship 
through music and other arts; to educate 
children and youth in the function of music in 
worship and to further their Christian faith 
through the texts of hymns and anthems; and 
to provide opportunities for fellowship and 
service to all members of the church through 
God’s gift of music. We encourage all to 
participate in the music ministry! All that is 
required is a true desire to be of regular and 
dedicated service.
Here are some of my long-term goals for 
CUMC’s music ministry:
 •Develop a recital/concert series   
 (organ, piano and choral groups)
 •Seek opportunities for musical   
 collaboration with other local   
 churches
 •Cultivate further outreach    
 activities (nursing homes,    
 community centers and civic    
 events)
 •Have educational     
 opportunities/workshops on vocal   
 techniques and music history/theory
What are your ideas for this ministry? We 
want to hear from you!
Please email me at 
connolmg@miamioh.edu or call me at 
614-619-3199.

DONATIONS BEING ACCEPTED FOR 
THE YOUTH YARD SALE
Please drop off any yard sale donations to 
either Centerville MC or Central UMC. We 
are accepting clothes, toys, furniture, tools, 
kitchen items, etc.

DO YOU HAVE A NEED?
Let Sheri, Michelle, Carol, or Pastors Tom, 
Ted, or Curtis know and we will see if the 
youth can help meet that need!  The youth love 
to serve and need opportunities!

CENTRAL FAMILIES
Bring your family out Sunday, March 19 from 
4-6 for a fun afternoon of family competiton!  
Games of all kinds will be taking place, active 
and less active will be available.  Bring the 
whole family, even grandmas and grandpas! 
Don’t forget to bring sandwiches, fruit, or 
chips to share.  

ANNUAL TEACHER DINNER
Mark the calendar!  Thursday, April 27 at 6pm 
is this years teacher dinner.  We started this 
tradition last year and it was fabulous!  
Students in grades preschool through 7th are 
asked to invite a teacher to join them for 
dinner.  The students will serve the teachers.  It 
is a great opportunity for students to get to 
know teachers better and to let them know 
how much they are appreciated.

PARENTS:  Parents of participating students 
prepare and set-up the meal and activities, so 
let me know if you would like to be on this 
team!



MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR OUR HANDBELL FESTIVAL!

Wesley Ringers, along with 3 other bell choirs from the local area will be 
performing in our sanctuary on March 19th at 2pm! 

The choirs will perform a number of songs together and each choir will 
perform a solo piece. This concert will include over 40 ringers, playing over 

400 handbells and chimes. 

Churches include: Richmond’s First Baptist, St. Paul’s Lutheran, Central 
United Methodist and Connersville’s United Methodist Church combined 

with Western Avenue Baptist. 



United Methodist Women is celebrating its 
150th anniversary by strengthening and 
passing on its mission inheritance with the 
Legacy Fund. The forward-looking permanent 
endowment will provide a firm foundation for 
generations of United Methodist Women to 
come, as they engage in mission with the 
women, children, and youth of their day. The 
Legacy Fund’s income will ensure a regular 
source of support for the core expenses of 
being in mission.

The total program of United Methodist 
Women is mission. United Methodist Women 
service, advocacy, and learning opportunities 
equip members to be agents of change and to 
promote the empowerment of women that is 
essential when addressing the root causes of 

so many harmful conditions affecting women, 
children, and youth. The Legacy Fund will 
provide a stable source of support for core 
expenses of mission, and in doing so, it will 
free future generations of United Methodist 
Women to raise and budget their Mission 
Giving dollars in different ways that enable 
them to connect even more directly with 
women, children, and youth. Every member of 
UMW, or anyone who believes in their 
programs, is invited to contribute to the 
Legacy Fund. Any amount is welcome. 
Consider commemorating the year United 
Methodist Women foremothers first organized 
for mission with gifts in increments of 1869: 
$18.69, $186.90, $1,869, etc. Or you may 
want to honor United Methodist Women’s 
years of service with gifts in increments of 
150: $15, $150, $1,500, etc. Make checks 
payable to Central UMW with Legacy Fund in 
the memo line and send to Barbara Shirden., 
241 South 46th St., Richmond.

On March 23, 1869, eight women gathered at 
Tremont Street Methodist Episcopal Church 
in Boston, Massachusetts, to organize for 
mission focused on the needs of women and 
children. They started the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society, a predecessor 
organization of United Methodist Women. 
The women raised money to send Clara 
Swain, a doctor, and Isabella Thoburn, a 
teacher, to India as missionaries to serve the 
nation’s women and girls. Those visionary 
women left a legacy that has moved 
generations of women for almost 150 years to 
engage in mission focused on the needs of 
women and children. In the twenty-first 
century, women still need to organize for 
mission. Please make it happen with a gift to 
the Legacy Fund.

umw



The Friendship Circle
will meet on Thursday, March 16 at 9:30 at 
3801 Sandbridge Drive. A light breakfast will 
be served hosted by Gayla Parker.  Doris 
Knollman will present the program. Please 
join us for a morning of Christian fellowship 
and lively conversation.

Calling all NOODLE ELDERS:
On March 23rd we will be making NOODLES 
for the April 8th POP-UP CRAFT 
BOUTIQUE. 

UMW Pop-Up Craft Boutique
is asking for antiques and collectibles.  We are 
also asking for donations of old miss matched 
silver plate slotted spoons, forks and spoons, 
and old fashion items like door knobs, keys, 
hardware, old bolts, and old kitchen utensils 
such as cookie cutters, tea balls, sifters, metal 
colander, etc. Take your donated items to the 
church office marked for UMW.

Pop-Up
Mark your calendars for APRIL 8! United 
Methodist Women will be having a POP-UP 
CRAFT BOUTIQUE from 10 – 2.  We will 
have many gift items, pillows, pictures, 
antiques, noodles, RADA knives, and a tea.

Richmond Area Emmaus
Since the spring of 2001, the Richmond Area 
Emmaus Community has been blessed to use 
your facility to conduct Emmaus Walks and 
Chrysalis Flights. In the early 2000’s we were 
conducting 6 or 7 Emmaus Walks and at least 
2 Chrysalis Flights each year. In recent years 
that number has decreased significantly. It is 
our understanding that when your building 
addition was added in the 1990’s that some 
members of your congregation were planning 
for the housing of the Emmaus Walks in the 
future. Many of your members have been a 
significant part of the Emmaus Community. 
Your church has been welcoming for us to 
hold team meetings and Gatherings at your 
locations, in addition to Emmaus Walks.
Although we have paid you for the use of your 
building for Emmaus Walks, we have paid 
nothing for other uses over the years. Your 
kitchen is superior to any other facility in 
Richmond that we might use. We still 
remember some years ago when the large 
refrigerator stopped cooling during a men’s 
walk. By the next Thursday, when the 
women’s walk started, there was a new 
refrigerator in place. Surely no other church in 
Richmond would have moved that quickly to 
replace a large dollar item.
We have been negligent in not thanking your 
church often enough for the generous way you 
have welcomed Emmaus to the use of your 
facilities. It is only appropriate as Emmaus 
ends it’s time in Richmond, to acknowledge 
the way that Central United Methodist Church 
has blessed Emmaus in this community.
 - Board of Directors of Richmond Area 
Emmaus Community
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March Calendar
3/1  Bible Study   10:00am
3/1  Ash Wednesday  7:30pm
3/5  Church Pitch In  12:00pm
3/8  Bible Study   10:00am
3/9  Creative Hands  9:00am
3/9  Soup Kitchen  9:00am
3/11  Bread Baking  8:00am
3/12  Men’s Forum  9:40am
3/13  Medical Monday  1:00pm
3/14  Preschool Board Mtg 6:00pm
3/15  Primetimers  12:00pm
3/16  Friendship Circle  9:30am
3/16  Thurs. Evening Circle 6:00pm
3/19  Handbell Concert  2:00pm
3/19  Family Night  4:00pm
3/20  Mon. Morning Con. 9:00pm
3/21  Bread Basket  4:30pm
3/23  Creative Hands  9:00am
3/23  Ad Council   6:30pm

Youth Group:
Meets every Sunday at 5:00pm
Women’s Prayer Group:
Meets every Monday at 12:00pm
Brianna’s Hope:
Meets every Monday at 6:00pm
Men’s Prayer Group:
Meets every Wednesday at 12:00pm

Chancel Choir:
Meets Wednesdays at 6:30pm
Wesley Ringers:
Meet Wednesdays at 5:15pm
Youth Choir:
Meets Sundays at 9:50am.
Cantus Choir:
Meets Sundays at 11:45pm
Joy Singers:
Meets Thursdays at 4:00pm

Who’s serving in march?
Greeters
3/5/17
 10:00am: Joyce Egger
   & Jill McCashland
3/12/17
 8:30am: Tom & Claire Ann Milligan
 10:50am: Lester & Janet Robinson
3/19/17
 8:30am: Dale & Ellen Hall
 10:50am: Tom & Barbara Spike
2/26/17
 8:30am: Aileen Githens
   & Gail Upchurch
 10:50am: Nettie Cates

single service sunday
Come help us celebrate Charlie Black for his
10 years of service to God, to Us, to Central.
One Worship Service
 • 9:00am: Sunday School
 • 10:00am: Worship
 •  Pitch-In Lunch
Pitch-In will take place in the Multi-Purpose
room immediately following the Worship
service. 

Primetimers
Please join us Wednesday March 15th at noon
in the fellowship hall. We will be hearing
from Electa Berk. Please reserve your seat
by Monday, March 13th. To reserve your
seat, please call the office at 765-962-8543.
You must reserve a seat to attend.



Scripture Readers
3/5/17
 10:00am: Ann Cashner
3/12/17
 8:30am: Kathy Eyer
 10:50am: Jim Puckett
3/19/17
 8:30am: Gayla Parker
 10:50am: Joyce Relly
3/26/17
 8:30am: Rita Cummins
 10:50am: Ron Cobine
Acolytes
3/5/17
 10:00am: Levon Jordan
   & Luke Sheridan
3/12/17
 8:30am: Jacey & Jackson Cornett
 10:50am: Ike Khamis & Olivia Swonder
3/19/17
 8:30am: Kathryn Brunton
   & Kate Holthouse
 10:50am: Ava McCurdy & Anna Ream
3/26/17
 8:30am: Dylan Candlish
   & Masson Heiny
 10:50am: Annetta Itnyre & Karis Koyles

Children’s Moment
3/5/17
 NO CHILDRENS MOMENT
3/12/17
 Pat Heiny
3/19/17
 Brett Stewart
3/26/17
 Ann Cashner

Children’s Church
3/5/17
 NO CHILDRENS CHURCH
3/12/17
 10:50am: Melissa Ream
3/19/17
 10:50am: Joyce Relly
3/26/17
 10:50am: Erin Jordan

Ushers
2/5/17
 8:30am: Bob Sickmann, Duane Hodgin
2/12/17
 8:30am: Eric Burkhardt, Larry Parker,  
   Phil Scott, Jackie Scott
 10:50am: Duane Locker, Sam Willman
2/19/17
 8:30am: Eric Burkhardt, Larry Parker,  
   Phil Scott, Jackie Scott
 10:50am: Duane Locker, Sam Willman
2/26/17
 8:30am: Rick Eyer, Roger Clark, Beryl  
   Wesler, Jim Hodge
 10:50am: Lowell Robinson, Marvin  
   Kenworthy, Jim Puckett,  
   Jamie Puckett, Dylan   
   Puckett
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