
ponderings from pastor curtis
Read Philippians 1:1-11.  Last month, I began 
working my way through Philippians 
paragraph by paragraph in order to see what 
this little letter has for us as we think of living 
out the Christian faith in the 21st Century.  (If 
you recall, I only made it half way through v.1).  
I plan to continue doing so until I reach the 
end.  
 Paul begins his letter with a customary 
greeting, common to the writing of letters at 
the time.  In v.3-11, he demonstrates his 
pastoral heart for the people of Philippi.  This 
pastoral heart manifests itself in a couple of 
ways.  First, he expresses a deep sense of love 

a message from pastor tom
"This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you." - John 15:12
 I want to share with you some of the 
exciting things that are happening at Central.  
In the process of seeking God's vision for 
Central, one of the things that came out of our 
vision process was a Values Statement.  The 
following is our values statement and the 
values that we aspire to have guide what we do 
as a church:
We believe God is calling us as a  congregation 
and as individuals to live out the Great 
Commandment, to love God and to love our 
neighbors, so that God's kingdom can become a 

reality in our community.  To  that end we are 
moving:

•from being self-centered to    
   Christ-centered;
•from knowing about Jesus to knowing  
   Jesus;
•from simply serving to fulfilling Christ's 
   mission;
•from being a social gathering to a  
   life-giving fellowship;
•from casually attending to faithfully 
   worshiping.
Along with this Values Statement, we have 
adopted a new Vision Statement, which says:
"Connect, Grow and Serve at Central because 
Jesus is central."
 We are still discerning the specifics of 

how we will live out this vision, but there are 
some pieces that are clear.  As we consider 
these values and the vision for Central, it is 
apparent that we want Central to be known as  
church that cares.  A church that cares for one 
another and a church that cares for those 
beyond our walls.  To help Central do a better 
job, we have a newly formed Care Committee 
(if you are interested in participating please 
speak to me).  
 I want to communicate the first step that 
the Care Committee is taking to convey our 
desire to be a more caring/loving 
congregation.  The week of February 13, we 
will launch Central's "We Care"  campaign.  
Volunteers will be calling every individual 
and family that is still on record in our system.  
The list I was provided has close to a 1000 
entries  We will attempt to contact every one of 
them.  Callers will say a short prayer and then 
make a call. They will tell the person (or leave 
this message), "We want you to know that we 
care about you at Central UMC.  I prayed for 
you before I called and wonder if there are 
specific ways Central can continue to be in 
prayer for you?"  The callers sole purpose is to 
communicate that we do care.  If there are 
concerns, the callers will record notes and pass 
any needed follow-up to Curtis and me.  
 This is just a first step and one that I 
hope will we repeat on an annual basis.  There 
are some other things that the Care Committee 
will be working on and we will be sure to 
communicate those to you as we have more 
details.  Jesus commanded us to love one 
another and we want to do the best we can to 
be obedient to Him.  We also hope that by 
improving how we care for one another that 
we will be better equipped to care for the 
community around us.  
IN CHRIST, Pastor Tom.
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for the Church in Philippi.  We see this in v.1, 
“I thank my God in all my remembrance of 
you, always offering prayer with joy in my 
every prayer for you all, in view of your 
participation in the gospel…”  Or in v.8, “For 
God is my witness, how I long for you all with 
the affection of Christ Jesus.”   
 Flowing from his great love for the 
church in Philippi, Paul expresses a deep 
longing for them to continue to be fully formed 
Disciples of Christ.  This is the second 
manifestation of his pastoral heart for this 
church.  He expresses this possibility with a 
firm conviction that holiness is really possible, 
“For I am confident of this very thing, that He 
who began a good work in you will perfect it 
until the day of Christ Jesus.” (v.6).  Paul is 
confident that the God whose grace was 
sufficient to provide them with salvation is 
capable of also of sanctifying them.  This desire 
for them to grow in sanctification is, directly 
connected to the issue covered in last month’s 
Lamplighter, namely that he addresses them as 
“saints,” meaning people who are set apart for 
Christ’s purposes.  Paul further describes what 
this looks like in v.9, “And this I pray, that 
your love may abound still more and more in 
real knowledge and all discernment, so that 
you may approve the things that are excellent, 
in order to be sincere and blameless until the 
day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit 
of righteousness which comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” 
(v.9-11).  His desire is not only that they would 
avoid sin, but grow in the “fruit of 
righteousness.”  He desires that they would 
grow in Christ-likeness to the point of being 
found blameless when Christ returns.  Simply 
put, because of Paul’s love for this 
congregation, his deepest desire is to see them 
grow in holiness.  This pastoral desire for the 
church, forms the backbone of everything Paul 
tells them in the rest of the letter.  
 As Paul expresses his pastoral heart of 
love for the church and desire that they would 
grow in Christ-likeness, I must confess that this 
passage is particularly meaningful to me as 

one of your pastors.  Your pastors here at 
Central share this same love and deep longing 
for growth in the “fruit of righteousness” in 
your life as well.  What are some ways in which 
we can follow Paul’s example of deep love for 
one another and spur each other on toward 
holiness of heart and life?  Let’s spend some 
time pondering these things this month.    
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Curtis 
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Central share this same love and deep longing 
for growth in the “fruit of righteousness” in 
your life as well.  What are some ways in which 
we can follow Paul’s example of deep love for 
one another and spur each other on toward 
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The next membership class will meet on 
February 19th and 26th during Sunday 
School hour in the Memorial Room. 
Please let Pastor Tom 
(tom@richmondcumc.com) know if you 
are interested in participating.
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A Little Talk about Kids, Dogs, and Donuts
By Madeleine Connolly
I’ve been fascinated by children lately; how 
they scribble marker on their faces, talk to 
animals and say exactly what they are 
thinking. The tired parent may sigh at this 
behavior, but I think one thing is very 
important here, and that is their purity of 
spirit. In The Republic, Plato said, “I am the 
wisest man alive, for I know one thing, and 
that is that I know nothing.” I find this to be so 
important to remember. Human beings often 
rush around from 8:00 in the morning into the 
wee evening hours, determined to “make their 
day productive!” I know that I am certainly 
guilty of this. I don’t even allow myself to have 
my morning coffee without also checking 
email or mulling over what I need to pick up at 
the grocery store. I know that we often hear the 
phrase, ‘stop and smell the flowers’, but… do 
we actually do it?
One must remember to stop and let yourself 
waste time, so to speak. The thing about 
children is that they don’t really have a sense 
of responsibility yet. They live in the moment 
because they do not yet know anything else. 
There have been so many books written, trying 
to answer the question: “how do I slow down 
and un-stress? Do I have to eat a certain food? 
Read a certain book??” The answers to all 
those things are:
Stop, Talk to a dog, Eat a donut.
Are you still feeling that stress?
Yes?
Well, keep talking to that dog, and get more 
donuts. Oh, and turn on the radio. Music 
always calms me down.
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How can I help the youth raise mission funds 
by doing my normal shopping, gift giving, and 
everyday necessities?  You can shop with 
scrip.  A proceed from every purchase goes 
automatically to our youth account. Do you 
grocery shop every week?  Do you get gas in 
your car weekly?  Do you stop in Walmart for 
necessities regularly?  Simply purchase a card 
for each of these in advance and use them until 
the balance is gone!  Then you can reload at 
any time. Below I have outlined, in detail, how 
to get started.  Please feel free to contact Sheri, 
Michelle, or Carol with any questions.
How do I use Shop with Scrip?
1.  If you do not want to navigate a 
computer, simply pick up an order form from 
the church and return it with a check made 
payable to First United Methodist (their 
secretary is coordinating this program for us)
2. If you are using the computer shopping 
option, you must first register under our scrip 
program.  Simply go to the internet on your 
computer, enter ShopWithScrip in the 
browser.  Once it comes up as an option, click 
on it.  Once on ShopWithScrip’s page, you will 
see an option to register with a scrip program.  
Click on this option.  An enrollment code is 
requested.  Enter LE1AA32A53222  and follow 
the prompts to enter your personal 

information inside our program. Now you are 
ready to shop!
3. SHOPPING:  simply click on shop at the 
top of the page once you have logged in with 
your personal account info.  Choose a store 
from the alphabetical menu, or enter your store 
into the search area (marked with a 
magnifying glass symbol).  Once you select the 
store you want, enter the amount you wish to 
put on the card, and click add to cart.  You may 
select multiple stores before going to the cart 
and checking out.  
4. Once you are finished shopping, select 
cart (shopping cart symbol at the top) and 
begin the checkout process.  If you are not 
paying by sending a check (cards will not be 
available for immediate use), then you will 
need to register with the secure system called 
PrestoPay.  It will prompt you to do so.  Then 
finish the checkout process.  
5. Scrip will keep a record of the cards you 
purchased and you can simply reload from 
now on if you want to use the same stores.  
6. Want to shop immediately from your 
phone?  This option is available for apple, 
chrome, and android devices.  Enter 
ShopWithScrip.com into the internet option on 
your phone.  Log in to your account and follow 
the shopping and checkout procedures.  
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!
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YOUTH SUNDAY IS COMING!!
March 5 at Central UMC and March 12 at 
Centerville Methodist and First UMC. If you 
want to be a part of Youth Sunday, please 
contact Sheri ASAP!  We are planning and 
rehearsing during the month of February. 
There are MULTIPLE ways to be involved. 
Our theme is JUST US FOR JUSTICE this year, 
using Micah 6:8. Let Sheri know (806-759-0485) 
if you want to play an instrument, sing, dance, 
give a testimony, submit a video, or be in a 
drama. The mandatory rehearsal for all 
participants is Saturday, March 4th from 5-8 
with dinner included.  Drama participants 
may be required at other rehearsals. 

There will be no TRIBE meetings during the 
Spring Break holidays. (March 26 or April 2)

CONFIRMATION 
Do you have a 6th or 7th grader?  If you would 
like for them to be a part of this year’s 
Confirmation Class, please contact the church.  
Tom and Sheri are in the process of putting 
together this year’s dates and format.

The Friendship Circle
We will meet on February 16 in the church 
Parlor at 9:30 A.M. A light breakfast will be 
served,
hosted by Lois Stults. The program will be led 
by Linda Foley. Be sure to join us for a 
wonderful morning of 
prayer, thought filled study, laughter, and 
good fellowship.  

Creative Hands
We will meet on Thursday, February 9th and 
February 23rd at 9:00.  Something may be 
popping up soon. We are also asking for 
antiques and collectibles.

New Support Group
As many of you know, I lost my daughter, 
Diane to suicide last March. As a result of her 
death, I have found that I share the loss of a 

child with many Central members and friends. 
In honor of keeping and allowing God to bring 
something positive to her memory, I am 
reaching out to offer a get-together group of 
women AND men who would like to share 
their experiences and friendship with one 
another. I believe the biggest need is to have a 
chance to talk about our feelings, grief, anger, 
etc. with folks who understand the loss. If you 
have lost a child through miscarriage, at birth 
or an adult child and are interested in forming 
a group please call or text me at 765-993-0423. 
Together we can decide a day, time of day and 
format for our get-together. Thanks, Rachel

Bible Study
We recently completed a 9-week study of the 
Old Testament. Beginning Wednesday, 
February 8th we will continue our study with 
the “Story of Jesus.”
This will be a 10-week study ending during 
Holy week, in time for the Easter Celebration! 
The study will include:

• Jesus’ Lineage and the Covenant – A Stroll 
through the Old Testament   
• The Birth of a King   
• Jesus’ Ministry Begins – A Different Kind of 
Rabbi   
• Parables and Prayer   
• Jesus’ Authority and Who Jesus Is   
• Teaching the Disciples and Teaching the 
People   
• On His Way to and Entering Jerusalem   
• The Last Supper   
• The Crucifixion and Resurrection 
Appearance   
• New Beginnings   

We will meet at 10:00AM each Wednesday 
morning in the church parlor (unless the parlor 
is in use) or in one of the Sunday school rooms 
to be determined at a later date. We hope you 
will join us in this fellowship! Please contact 
Rachel Stella at 765.993.0423 if you are 
interested.

for the Church in Philippi.  We see this in v.1, 
“I thank my God in all my remembrance of 
you, always offering prayer with joy in my 
every prayer for you all, in view of your 
participation in the gospel…”  Or in v.8, “For 
God is my witness, how I long for you all with 
the affection of Christ Jesus.”   
 Flowing from his great love for the 
church in Philippi, Paul expresses a deep 
longing for them to continue to be fully formed 
Disciples of Christ.  This is the second 
manifestation of his pastoral heart for this 
church.  He expresses this possibility with a 
firm conviction that holiness is really possible, 
“For I am confident of this very thing, that He 
who began a good work in you will perfect it 
until the day of Christ Jesus.” (v.6).  Paul is 
confident that the God whose grace was 
sufficient to provide them with salvation is 
capable of also of sanctifying them.  This desire 
for them to grow in sanctification is, directly 
connected to the issue covered in last month’s 
Lamplighter, namely that he addresses them as 
“saints,” meaning people who are set apart for 
Christ’s purposes.  Paul further describes what 
this looks like in v.9, “And this I pray, that 
your love may abound still more and more in 
real knowledge and all discernment, so that 
you may approve the things that are excellent, 
in order to be sincere and blameless until the 
day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit 
of righteousness which comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” 
(v.9-11).  His desire is not only that they would 
avoid sin, but grow in the “fruit of 
righteousness.”  He desires that they would 
grow in Christ-likeness to the point of being 
found blameless when Christ returns.  Simply 
put, because of Paul’s love for this 
congregation, his deepest desire is to see them 
grow in holiness.  This pastoral desire for the 
church, forms the backbone of everything Paul 
tells them in the rest of the letter.  
 As Paul expresses his pastoral heart of 
love for the church and desire that they would 
grow in Christ-likeness, I must confess that this 
passage is particularly meaningful to me as 

one of your pastors.  Your pastors here at 
Central share this same love and deep longing 
for growth in the “fruit of righteousness” in 
your life as well.  What are some ways in which 
we can follow Paul’s example of deep love for 
one another and spur each other on toward 
holiness of heart and life?  Let’s spend some 
time pondering these things this month.    
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Curtis 



Read Philippians 1:1-11.  Last month, I began 
working my way through Philippians 
paragraph by paragraph in order to see what 
this little letter has for us as we think of living 
out the Christian faith in the 21st Century.  (If 
you recall, I only made it half way through v.1).  
I plan to continue doing so until I reach the 
end.  
 Paul begins his letter with a customary 
greeting, common to the writing of letters at 
the time.  In v.3-11, he demonstrates his 
pastoral heart for the people of Philippi.  This 
pastoral heart manifests itself in a couple of 
ways.  First, he expresses a deep sense of love 

                       MUSIC CALENDAR 
and UPCOMING MUSIC EVENTS: 
Sun, 2/12:
Music during service: Awakening Trio

Sun, 2/19:
Music during service: Youth Choir

Wed, 2/22:
No Chancel Choir Practice
(Centerville Choir Concert) 

Sat, 3/18:
Bell Rehearsal (All-day) 

Sun, 3/19: 
Bell Festival (3:00pm) 

Sun, 3/19:
Music during service: Wesley Ringers

I want to say a hearty THANK YOU to 
everyone who participates in Chancel Choir, 
Youth Choir, Wesley Ringers, Joy Singers, 
and/or Cantus Choir, and a hearty thanks to 
all of the enormously talented music leaders 
that I work with!
You are all helping to grow the Music 
Ministry here at Central United Methodist 
Church!

Primetimers
Please join us Wednesday, February 15th, 
2017 in Fellowship Hall. Pastor Tom Ream 
will be doing a Q&A about the Church’s 
Future. You must reserve a seat to attend. To 
reserve your seat, call the office at 
765-962-8543 or e-mail Christin at 
christin@richmondcumc.com. Please reserve 
your seat by Monday, February 13th.

ushers
2/5/17
 8:30am: Eric Burkhardt, Larry Parker,  
     Phil Scott, Jackie Scott
 10:50am: Duane Locker, Sam Willman
2/12/17
 8:30am: Rick Eyer, Roger Clark, Beryl  
     Wesler, Jim Hodge
 10:50am: Lowell Robinson, Marvin   
       Kenworthy, Jim Puckett, Jamie  
       Puckett, Dylan Puckett
2/19/17
 8:30am: Rick Eyer, Roger Clark, Beryl  
     Wesler, Jim Hodge
 10:50am: Lowell Robinson, Marvin   
       Kenworthy, Jim Puckett, Jamie  
       Puckett, Dylan Puckett
2/26/17
 8:30am: Bob Sickmann, Duane Hodgin
 10:50am: Electa Berk, Jim Robinson,   
       Lester Robinson, Ned Toms,  
       Linda Witter

children’s moment
2/5/17
 Pastor Tom / Pastor Curtis
2/12/17
 Alisa Clapp-Itnyre
2/19/17
 Sheri Koyles
2/26/17
 Nicole Andreas

childrens church
2/5/17
 10:50am: NO CHILDRENS CHURCH
2/12/17
 10:50am: Jennifer Banker
2/19/17
 10:50am: Kathy Khamis
2/26/17
 10:50am: Andreas Family

for the Church in Philippi.  We see this in v.1, 
“I thank my God in all my remembrance of 
you, always offering prayer with joy in my 
every prayer for you all, in view of your 
participation in the gospel…”  Or in v.8, “For 
God is my witness, how I long for you all with 
the affection of Christ Jesus.”   
 Flowing from his great love for the 
church in Philippi, Paul expresses a deep 
longing for them to continue to be fully formed 
Disciples of Christ.  This is the second 
manifestation of his pastoral heart for this 
church.  He expresses this possibility with a 
firm conviction that holiness is really possible, 
“For I am confident of this very thing, that He 
who began a good work in you will perfect it 
until the day of Christ Jesus.” (v.6).  Paul is 
confident that the God whose grace was 
sufficient to provide them with salvation is 
capable of also of sanctifying them.  This desire 
for them to grow in sanctification is, directly 
connected to the issue covered in last month’s 
Lamplighter, namely that he addresses them as 
“saints,” meaning people who are set apart for 
Christ’s purposes.  Paul further describes what 
this looks like in v.9, “And this I pray, that 
your love may abound still more and more in 
real knowledge and all discernment, so that 
you may approve the things that are excellent, 
in order to be sincere and blameless until the 
day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit 
of righteousness which comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” 
(v.9-11).  His desire is not only that they would 
avoid sin, but grow in the “fruit of 
righteousness.”  He desires that they would 
grow in Christ-likeness to the point of being 
found blameless when Christ returns.  Simply 
put, because of Paul’s love for this 
congregation, his deepest desire is to see them 
grow in holiness.  This pastoral desire for the 
church, forms the backbone of everything Paul 
tells them in the rest of the letter.  
 As Paul expresses his pastoral heart of 
love for the church and desire that they would 
grow in Christ-likeness, I must confess that this 
passage is particularly meaningful to me as 

one of your pastors.  Your pastors here at 
Central share this same love and deep longing 
for growth in the “fruit of righteousness” in 
your life as well.  What are some ways in which 
we can follow Paul’s example of deep love for 
one another and spur each other on toward 
holiness of heart and life?  Let’s spend some 
time pondering these things this month.    
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Curtis 



Read Philippians 1:1-11.  Last month, I began 
working my way through Philippians 
paragraph by paragraph in order to see what 
this little letter has for us as we think of living 
out the Christian faith in the 21st Century.  (If 
you recall, I only made it half way through v.1).  
I plan to continue doing so until I reach the 
end.  
 Paul begins his letter with a customary 
greeting, common to the writing of letters at 
the time.  In v.3-11, he demonstrates his 
pastoral heart for the people of Philippi.  This 
pastoral heart manifests itself in a couple of 
ways.  First, he expresses a deep sense of love 

february calendar
2/2    UMW Meeting    1:00pm
      (Friends Fellowship)
2/9    Creative Hands   9:00am
2/9    Soup Kitchen   9:00am
2/12  Men’s Forum   9:40am
2/13  Medical Monday   1:00pm
2/14  Preschool Board Mtg  6:00pm
2/15 Primetimers    12:00pm
2/16 Friendship Circle   9:30am
2/16 Thursday Evening Circle  6:00pm
2/18 Bread Baking   8:00am
2/18 Disciples Hands   8:30am
2/21 Bread Basket   4:30pm
2/22 LL Assembly   10:00am
2/23 Creative Hands   9:00am
2/23 Ad Council    6:30pm
2/27 Monday Morning Connection 9:00am

Youth Group:
Meets every Sunday at 5:00pm

Women’s Prayer Group:
Meets every Monday at 12:00pm

Men’s Prayer Group:
Meets every Wednesday at 12:00pm

Chancel Choir:
Meets Wednesdays at 6:30pm

Wesley Ringers:
Meet Wednesdays at 5:30pm

Youth Choir:
Meets Sundays at 10:20am.

Cantus Choir:
Meets Sundays at 12:00pm

Joy Singers:
Meets Thursdays at 4:00pm

Who is serving in February?

greeters
2/5/17
 8:30am: Martha & Walter Soper
 10:50am: Itnyre Family
2/12/17
 8:30am: Barb Shirden & Friend
 10:50am: Jim & Polly Puckett
2/19/17
 8:30am: Carol & Mary Jo Schuler
 10:50am: B.J. & Ned Toms
2/26/17
 8:30am: Dave & Mary Jane Sheets
 10:50am: Lester & Janet Robinson

scripture readers
2/5/17
 8:30am: Jan Hibner
 10:50am: Alisa Clapp-Itnyre
2/12/17
 8:30am: Pat Heiny
 10:50am: Kenyatta Cox
2/19/17
 8:30am: Barbara Harper
 10:50am: Karis Koyles
2/26/17
 8:30am: Debbie Jenkins
 10:50am: Kathy Robinson

Acolytes
2/5/17
 8:30am: Levon Jordan & Luke Sheridan
 10:50am: Madelyn & Mark Brunton
2/12/17
 8:30am: Jacey & Jackson Cornett
 10:50am: Ike Khamis & Olivia Swonder
2/19/17
 8:30am: Kathryn Brunton & Kate Holthouse
 10:50am: Ava McCurdy & Anna Ream
2/26/17
 8:30am: Dylan Candlish & Masson Heiny
 10:50am: Annetta Itnyre & Karis Koyles

for the Church in Philippi.  We see this in v.1, 
“I thank my God in all my remembrance of 
you, always offering prayer with joy in my 
every prayer for you all, in view of your 
participation in the gospel…”  Or in v.8, “For 
God is my witness, how I long for you all with 
the affection of Christ Jesus.”   
 Flowing from his great love for the 
church in Philippi, Paul expresses a deep 
longing for them to continue to be fully formed 
Disciples of Christ.  This is the second 
manifestation of his pastoral heart for this 
church.  He expresses this possibility with a 
firm conviction that holiness is really possible, 
“For I am confident of this very thing, that He 
who began a good work in you will perfect it 
until the day of Christ Jesus.” (v.6).  Paul is 
confident that the God whose grace was 
sufficient to provide them with salvation is 
capable of also of sanctifying them.  This desire 
for them to grow in sanctification is, directly 
connected to the issue covered in last month’s 
Lamplighter, namely that he addresses them as 
“saints,” meaning people who are set apart for 
Christ’s purposes.  Paul further describes what 
this looks like in v.9, “And this I pray, that 
your love may abound still more and more in 
real knowledge and all discernment, so that 
you may approve the things that are excellent, 
in order to be sincere and blameless until the 
day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit 
of righteousness which comes through Jesus 
Christ, to the glory and praise of God.” 
(v.9-11).  His desire is not only that they would 
avoid sin, but grow in the “fruit of 
righteousness.”  He desires that they would 
grow in Christ-likeness to the point of being 
found blameless when Christ returns.  Simply 
put, because of Paul’s love for this 
congregation, his deepest desire is to see them 
grow in holiness.  This pastoral desire for the 
church, forms the backbone of everything Paul 
tells them in the rest of the letter.  
 As Paul expresses his pastoral heart of 
love for the church and desire that they would 
grow in Christ-likeness, I must confess that this 
passage is particularly meaningful to me as 

one of your pastors.  Your pastors here at 
Central share this same love and deep longing 
for growth in the “fruit of righteousness” in 
your life as well.  What are some ways in which 
we can follow Paul’s example of deep love for 
one another and spur each other on toward 
holiness of heart and life?  Let’s spend some 
time pondering these things this month.    
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Curtis 


